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ìőŸќƚШìőŸШŔŰШìŔŰƚĦŸůĤĲЯШÉċŰĬŉŸƖĬШċŰĬШ9őƨƖĦőŔũũШ9őƨƖĦőĲƚ 
 

 
Vicar     Reverend Dr Julian Davies   07497 544564  
St James the Great, Winscombe revjuliandavies@gmail.com                        
All Saints, Sandford    
St John the Baptist, Churchill    
    

Benefice Administrator &   Sue Smyth     01934 352696                                                             
Signpost Editor    52 Woodborough Road,     
Church Office                                   Winscombe, BS25 1BA     

admin@winsandchurches.org.uk  
 

PCCƚќ Secretar ies   Sue Smyth ыÉƣШsċůĲƚќƚШѼШ ũũШÉċŔŰƣƚьШШ  01934 352696  
       admin@winsandchurches.org.uk    

     Vacant post ш ÉƣЮsŸőŰѢƚ   
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer s  Jo Claridge ыÉƣШsċůĲƚќƚШѼШ ũũШÉċŔŰƣƚь  07986 665618 
     safeguarding@winsandchurches.org.uk 
     Pauline cƨƖƚƣШыÉƣШsŸőŰќƚь   01934 852784 
     stjchurchill.safeguarding@outlook.com 
Churchwardens  
St James the Great, Winscombe Derrick Claridge    07941 202768 
     winscombechurchwarden@gmail.com  
     Beth Cutmore     07486 549030   
     bethwayside@gmail.com   

   

All Saints, Sandford   Diana Williams     01934 852449 
       sandfordchurchwarden@gmail.com  
       One vacant post 
        

St John the Baptist, Churchill  Tricia Avery     01934 852360 
       averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk  
       One vacant post 
 

  Pastoral Care Team   Reverend Pauline Nixon   07511 935860 
       revpolly@gmail.com 

    

Churchill Methodist, Minister  Reverend Andrew Bell    01934 852314 
Pastor     Ken Young     01934 852686 

 

Lynch Chapel     David Jewell     07443 907454 
Pastor/Minister     The Lynch, Winscombe, BS25 1AR 
     davidjewells@aol.com 
 

Sidcot Quakers Meeting House Oakridge Lane, Sidcot, BS25 1LT  01934 843065 
 
 

Roman Catholics    Our Lady Queen of Apostles, Cheddar  01934 709224  
 
 
 
     

 

 

 
 

How To Find Our Churches - If you need directions to: 
 St James the Great Church, Church Lane, Winscombe, BS25 1BX 
 All Saints Church, Hill Road, Sandford, BS25 5NY 
 St John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Churchill, BS25 5QW  
 Church Centre, 52 Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA 

Please use your Satnav with the postcodes, or visit the website www.achurchnearyou.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sandfordchurchwarden@gmail.com
mailto:averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk
tel:01934709224
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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This magazine is one of the ways we are fulfilling our Vision 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In our Diocese of Bath and Wells, Bishop Michael has called for 2026 

to be a year of special focus on prayer.  A year in which we 

are perhaps more intentional about our prayer life.  With prayer we 

can perhaps get bogged down in feeling that we are not that 

eloquent or good with words, and so ƛǘΩǎ easy to be put off.  Yet 

prayer is integral to our life as Christians.   

 

As the Diocesan website defines:  Prayer involves listening and 

talking to God, anytime, anywhere.  It helps us grow closer to God 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  

 

!ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǎƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜǎ us 

the best of examples to follow.  For example, on the night before his arrest and crucifixion, 

we find Jesus in prayer on the Mount of Olives, prayers which strengthened him for what lay 

ahead.   

 

If I am honest, I find starting to pray quite difficult at times.  So, I follow the Morning Prayer 

cycle offered by the Church of England and use this each morning.  Its mixture of liturgy and 

scripture offer set words to follow or recite, which is very useful if one feels tired or lacking 

in enthusiasm, at least initially.  But ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ 

to bring to the Lord people and circumstances which are in our hearts and minds.   

 

To this end, I have begun saying Morning Prayer on each Monday morning at 9 am at St 

JamesΩǎ Church.  I warmly invite all who are available, and would find this a good start to their 

week, to join me whenever they can.   

 

Yours in Prayer, 

 

Reverend Dr Julian Davies 
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Signpost - The Parish Magazine 
Welcome to JulyΩǎ edition of Signpost.  The magazine aims to serve and reach out to the local village 
communities of Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill and in doing so, provide opportunities for the 
residents to become more aware of activities across all Christian denominations and within our 
villages.  We hope you enjoy reading this ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ edition. 
 

Next MonthΩs Magazine 
The deadline fƻǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘΩǎ edition is Sunday 12th July.  Please submit items, which should be no 
longer than 400 words, as Word documents to parishmag2@gmail.com .  If you include photographs, 
please ensure that you have the permission of anyone appearing in the photograph for them to be 
published in this magazine.  Please supply high resolution photographs as jpegs. 
 

The Editorial Team reserves the right to amend and/ or reformat submitted articles. 
 

Signpost ς paper copy 
We produce a limited number of black and white printed copies of Signpost that are available from 
some local shops, each of our churches and the Church Centre.   
 

Signpost ς via email 
We encourage as many people as possible to receive their full colour copy of Signpost via email.  If 
you would like to receive future editions by email, please send your email address to 
parishmag2@gmail.com .  If you are unable to receive your copy via email, please contact one of the 
Churchwardens giving your full name and address. 
 

Our website: www.winsandchurches.org.uk .     
 

Our website iǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ Churches and activities.  It is regularly 
updated with the latest news and information. 
 

Ẇ Home Page:  latest news, monthly service plan 

Ẇ Our Vision: find out about our plans for the future 

Ẇ Church Life: our activities and groups  

Ẇ Our Podcasts and Videos: a library of Church services to watch or listen to 

Ẇ Signpost Magazine: download the latest copy and find out how to contribute 

Ẇ Hire A Venue: how to hire our Church Centre, Churches and meeting rooms 
 
 
 
 

  

SIGNPOST - DONATIONS WELCOME 
It costs approximately £600 per annum to produce the magazine, based on current prices for 
materials and ink. Volunteers give their time freely to distribute the magazine. 
 
We are always grateful to supporters who choose to make a donation, and those that place a paid 
for advert, towards the on-going costs of the magazine.  Donations can be placed in an envelope 
ůċƖťĲĬШћÉŔŊŰƓŸƚƣШ?ŸŰċƣŔŸŰќШċŰĬШƓŸƚƣĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШũĲƣƣĲƖĤŸǂШċƣШƣőĲШ9őƨƖĦőШ9ĲŰƣƖĲШŔŰШìŔŰƚĦŸůĤĲЮ 
 
If you wish to place an advert, please contact the Editorial Team at parishmag2@gmail.com . 
 
Many thanks to all those who have already made a donation; your generosity is very much 
appreciated.  
 
 

mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
http://www.winsandchurches.org.uk/
mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
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Supporting Your Local  Foodbanks 
 

Our churches support the Cheddar Valley Foodbank 
and the Foodbank based at the For All Healthy Living 
Centre in Bournville, Weston-Super-Mare.  
 
We are pleased to be able to deliver non-perishable foods to the Foodbanks and 
continue to make a significant contribution.  

 
There are collection baskets for each village in each of the Churches and at the Church Centre. 
 
The foodbanks also appreciate cash donations which can be used to buy items in particular 
need or provide vouchers that can be spent on food in local supermarkets. 
 
Cash donations can be placed in the post box at the Church Centre in Winscombe. Please label 
to show whether your donation is for the Cheddar Foodbank or the For All Healthy Living Centre. 
 
These are some of the items that can be donated and are always gratefully received. 
 
× ÉŸƨƓШтШƓċĦťĲƣШċŰĬШƣŔŰŰĲĬ × ÑŔŰŰĲĬШƻĲŊĲƣċĤũĲƚ 
× fŰƚƣċŰƣШůċƚőĲĬШƓŸƣċƣŸ × ÑŔŰŰĲĬШǯƚő 
× 9ĲƖĲċũƚ × ÖcÑШůŔũť 
× ÉċƨĦĲƚШтШƣŔŰƚШċŰĬШŢċƖƚШŸŉШƓċƚƣċШ
ƚċƨĦĲ 

× ~ċŔŰШůĲċũƚШŔŰШƣŔŰƚШыŰŸƣШ[ƖċǃШ7ĲŰƣŸƚШ
ƓŔĲƚШƓũĲċƚĲь 

× 9ƨƚƣċƖĬШтШƣŔŰŰĲĬШŸƖШŔŰƚƣċŰƣШ × Éƕƨċƚő 
× xŸŰŊШũŔŉĲШŉƖƨŔƣШŢƨŔĦĲƚ × ÂċƓĲƖШŊŸŸĬƚШтШƣŸŔũĲƣШƖŸũũЯШťŔƣĦőĲŰШƖŸũũШ

ĲƣĦЮ 
× ?ĲƚƚĲƖƣƚШтШƣŔŰŰĲĬШŉƖƨŔƣЯШƖŔĦĲШ
ƓƨĬĬŔŰŊЯШƚƓŸŰŊĲ 

× ÑŔŰŰĲĬШĦŸũĬШůĲċƣƚШтШĦŸƖŰĲĬШĤĲĲŉЯШ
ƚƓċůШ 

× ÂċƚƣċЯШƖŔĦĲЯШŔŰƚƣċŰƣШŰŸŸĬũĲƚ × ÑĲċШĤċŊƚЯШĦŸǭĲĲЯШőŸƣШĦőŸĦŸũċƣĲ 
× ÉƨŊċƖ × 7ŔƚĦƨŔƣƚ 
× ÂĲƖƚŸŰċũШŔƣĲůƚШтШƚŸċƓЯШ
ƣŸŸƣőĤƖƨƚőĲƚЯШƣŸŸƣőƓċƚƣĲ 

× ~ĲŰќƚШċŰĬШũċĬŔĲƚќШƣŸŔũĲƣƖŔĲƚ 

× 9ŸŰŉĲĦƣŔŸŰĲƖǃ × ÉŰċĦťШĤċƖƚШċŰĬШĦƖŔƚƓƚ 
 

 
Safeguarding 

Our churches are committed to promoting a safe environment and culture. The 
safeguarding of children, young people and vulnerable adults is a priority. 
Further information about our Safeguarding Policies and Procedures can be 
found on our website https://winsandchurches.org.uk/safeguarding/ .   
 

Details of how to contact one of our Parish Safeguarding Officers can be found 
on page 2 of this magazine. 

https://winsandchurches.org.uk/safeguarding/
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All Saints Church Community Café  

 

6th  June café raised £ 385.00 (including  Gift Aid),  towards Church funds  ð 
thank you to everyone who came along - your continued support helps  

All Saints Church to remain open for the community   
 
 

The  next café date  is:    

SATURDAY 4th  JULY  2026 
10.30 am ð 12.30 pm 

All Saints Church, Sandford  
 

A variety of coffee, teas and soft drinks  along with  

homemade cakes, biscuits and soup  is served  
 

We look  forward to seeing you ~ EVERYONE WELCOME  
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page 9 gives full details 
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St James the Great, Winscombe 
                                    Patronal Festival т Sunday 26th July 2026 

 
Sunday 26th sƨũǃШůċƖťƚШƣőĲШÂċƣƖŸŰċũШ[ĲƚƣŔƻċũШŸŉШìŔŰƚĦŸůĤĲќƚШÂċƖŔƚőШ
Church.  This is the day when we celebrate St James, to whom our 
church is dedicated, and an opportunity to celebrate our heritage. 
 
This year, we are inviting people of all ages from the local community, 
who wish to find out more about our beautiful Grade 1 listed church 
on the hill, to visit us on that day.  The church will be open from 10 am to 1 pm with 
members of the congregation there to welcome you. 
 
The bells will be ringing out before our service of Holy Communion at 10.30 am, which 
again, everyone is warmly invited to attend.  The service will be led by our vicar, Reverend 
Julian Davies, who joined our Benefice earlier this year.  
 
During the service there will be activities for children based on the symbol that 
represents St James, the scallop shell.  
 
§ŰĲШũĲŊĲŰĬШĦũċŔůƚШƣőċƣШƽőĲŰШÉƣШsċůĲƚќƚШĬŔƚĦŔƓũĲƚШƣƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣĲĬШőŔƚШĤŸĬǃШĤǃШƚőŔƓШƣŸШÉƓċŔŰЯШ
a heavy storm caused his remains to be lost at sea.  His body miraculously washed 
ashore, completely covered in scallop shells. 
 
From 11.30 am refreshments will be served and there will be the opportunity to take a 
self-guided tour around the church, ask questions and meet Reverend Julian and our 
Churchwardens informally. 
 
There will be trails and quizzes to keep the children busy too. 
 
This year is special as we are going to be joined by members of the Confraternity of St 
sċůĲƚШƽőŔĦőШŔƚШċШƓŔũŊƖŔůƚќШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰШƣőċƣШƓƖŸůŸƣĲƚШƣőĲШůŸĬĲƖŰШĬċǃШƓŔũŊƖŔůШƖŸƨƣĲШ
ћCamino de Santiagoќ ŸƖШћƽċǃШŸŉШÉƣШsċůĲƚќЮ 
 
Two of our church members have completed parts of this route over the past few years 
and we will also be displaying some of their photographs and reflections on their walks. 
So why not come along and visit your Parish Church, an important part of our local 
heritage here in Winscombe? 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
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July Quiz 

This July sees the final stages of the FIFA World Cup competition which is being 
held in Canada, Mexico and the USA.  The teams compete to win a gold trophy 
ÄÅÐÉÃÔÉÎÇ Ô×Ï ÈÕÍÁÎ ÆÉÇÕÒÅÓ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÑÕÉÚ ÉÓ ÁÌÌ 
about famous sporting trophies. 

Σ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÐ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÅÎÎÉÁÌ 
ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÏÌÆ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÁÎÄ %ÕÒÏÐÅȩ 
 

Τ 4ÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ #ÕÐ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÓÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÒÏÐÈÙȢ  )Î ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ ÉÔ 
ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÄ ÆÏÒȩ 
 

Υ )Î ΣΫΨΨ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÒÏÐÈÙ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÏÌÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÄÏÇ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ 0ÉÃËÌÅÓȩ 
 

Φ 7ÈÉÃÈ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÌÕØÕÒÙ ÂÒÁÎÄ ÂÅÓÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÊÅ×ÅÌÌÅÒÙ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ 4ÈÅ 6ÉÎÃÅÎÔ 
,ÏÍÂÁÒÄÉ ÔÒÏÐÈÙ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÅÁÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .&,ȭÓ 3ÕÐÅÒ "Ï×Ìȩ 
 

Χ In which sporting competition is the winner awarded the iconic Ȭ!ÕÇÕÓÔÁ 

'ÒÅÅÎ *ÁÃËÅÔȭ in addition to a trophy? 

Ψ 7ÈÉÃÈ ǢÅÒÃÅÌÙ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÒÏÐÈÙ ÇÅÔÓ ÉÔÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÍÏÃË ÏÂÉÔÕÁÒÙ 
ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ 4ÉÍÅÓȭ ÉÎ ΣΪΪΤ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÏÎ 
%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÓÏÉÌȩ 
 

Ω 4ÈÅ 6ÅÎÕÓ 2ÏÓÅ×ÁÔÅÒ $ÉÓÈ ÉÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÍÂÌÅÄÏÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÉÎÇÌÅÓ 

champion.  Who has lifted this trophy the most times in the Open Era?  

Ϊ 4ÈÅ 7ÅÂÂ %ÌÌÉÓ #ÕÐ ÉÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÐÏÒÔȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ #ÕÐ 

competition? 

Ϋ Rachael Blackmore made history in 2022 by becoming the first female jockey 

to receive which trophy after winning the most prestigious Grade 1 National 

Hunt race? 

ΣΡ The Borg-Warner trophy is  awarded to the winner of the Indianapolis 500 

motorsport race.  Why is the image of the man on the top most often 

photographed from an angle? 

Answers can be found on page 41 
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Seven of the uŔŰŊќƚШ~ĲŰШŉƖŸůШuŔŰŊќƚШ9ŸũũĲŊĲЯШ9ċůĤƖŔĬŊĲШ9őŸŔƖШ 
ÉƣШsŸőŰќƚШ9őƨƖĦőЯШ9őƨƖĦőŔũũЯШ7ÉΞΡШΡÄì 

Sunday 19th July  
5 т 7 pm 

 

A rare opportunity to hear this incredible ensemble right here on our 
doorstep; an extra concert in the 9őƨƖĦőŔũũШ~ƨƚŔĦШĦċũĲŰĬċƖШƽőŔĦőШƽĲШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШ
refuse. 

  

Their repertoire ranges from the 
exquisite sacred music, őĲċƖĬШŔŰШuŔŰŊќƚШ
College Chapel, to dazzling close-
harmony and barber-shop style 
arrangements of popular songs. 
 

Tickets:  from Ticketsource or  
email: holly@churchillmusic.org.uk or 
call: 07442 672805 
 

Champions of Churchill Music - £15.50 
Non-Champions - £19.50 
U18s - £1.00 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Churchill Reading Room  

Saturday mornings 10 am -  midday 

Come and join us for a friendly chat over coffee at the 

Reading Room on Front Street   
(just behind the Clock Tower)  

 

We have a lending library  and jigsaw exchange  plus 

tea , coffee , cake and bacon baps on offer .  
  

A chance to catch up with  friends and neighbours.   

Hope to see you there!  
 

 

mailto:holly@churchillmusic.org.uk
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Pastoral Care Team  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Do you know someone who is feeling 
lonely, isolated or in need, for any reason? 
 

Or perhaps you have a prayer request?   
 

If yes, please get in touch - our Pastoral 
Care Team is on hand to offer support. 
 

 

 If you do need support or would like further information,   
please contact  Reverend Pauline Nixon 

07511 935860 or email revpolly@gmail.com 
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Gardening Notes for July 
 

Watering  
 

It is the plants that are most vulnerable to fluctuating moisture levels, that need the most 
attention when it comes to watering.  Anything growing in a container has a limited 
volume of growing medium and a restricted water reserve.  The shape of the container 
helps - large, tall pots have a better air to moisture balance - more moisture will 
evaporate from those with larger surface areas.  Established plants in large containers, 
need more moisture retentive growing medium and will require heavier, less frequent 
watering.  Hanging baskets need special attention as they have a large surface area and 
dry out very quickly; in extreme heat they may need watering twice during the day.  Newly 
planted trees, shrubs, perennials and bedding plants need watering to establish their 
roots; they should be watered repeatedly until their root system has become 
established.  Fruit and vegetables need a steady supply of moisture to keep them 
growing and developing well.  Take tomatoes for instance, if these are allowed to dry out, 
the skin of the fruit begins to harden and when water is reapplied, the skin has lost its 
flexibility and splits. 
 

Established, deep rooted plants in the border, generally do not need watering, except 
during prolonged drought, so concentrate on those that have roots close to the surface 
such as rudbeckias, phlox and asters and water 
directly at the base of the plant if it starts to show 
signs of stress.  Avoid using a hose with a spray, 
splashing water everywhere over the soil and 
foliage, as moisture will evaporate without doing 
any good.   It is best to give these plants a really 
good soaking once a week rather than frequent 
light applications. 
 

Although lawns are the first to suffer in a drought (grass roots being very close to the 
surface), it has tough little buds that will stay alive and regenerate come the first shower 
of rain.  Only newly sown lawns, or newly laid turf, should be watered. 
 

Plants that need special attention during dry weather are those affected by powdery 
mildew such as clematis, roses, phlox and honeysuckle; they require regular watering 
and mulching to prevent the plants becoming stressed.  Powdery mildew is easily 

recognised by a white powdery coating on the leaves and 
plants prone to this disease should be grown in a sunny area 
with good air circulation.  Good cultural practices in the 
garden, by destroying fallen leaves, pruning out shoots 
affected with powdery rose mildew, and cutting back early 
flowering perennials, will go a long way to minimising the 
disease.  
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At our breakfast meeting in June, we were pleased to welcome Martin Hagen as our guest 
presenter.  Very well known to all of us for his inspirational lead in the Sunday worship 
band at the Church Centre, and as a key member of the folk group Badgerset, we could 
be sure that he would be sharing some memorable musical tracks along with his lifetime 
of memories; music has very much been part of his life.  The songs of the Beatles had 
been early favourites, so it should have been no surprise that a book of all their lyrics 
would be greatly treasured on a desert island.  As a finalé we were treated to a beautiful 
duet with Hilary, accompanied with his guitar. 
 
For the future, we look forward to more members of the group relating aspects of their 
life, their interests and their faith, in time to come.  A free breakfast is still on offer for any 
of our speakers. Our next meeting will take place on Saturday 11th July at 9 am at the 
Woodborough Inn.  There will be no speaker on this occasion. 
 
Please do let me know at least a week in advance if you will be coming as I will need to 
let the Woodborough Inn have an estimate of our numbers for the Saturday.  As usual I 
will send reminders to all on the mailing list.  Do consider joining us if you have not been 
before, or invite friends too, as we have capacity for more at the Woodborough Inn.  
 
The price of a small English breakfast is £11.50.  The vegetarian option is £10.50.  Other 
breakfast options including a bacon bap, or tea and toast, will be available.  All these do 
need to be pre-booked so that the kitchen can order in the appropriate quantities, 
 
To book your place for the July breakfast, contact Tim Harland on 01934 843248. 
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A Gem of the Railway Era  
Beautifully restored Victorian station on the Strawberry Line Flowery 

platform : ]ΝШ~ŸĬĲũШÅċŔũƽċǃШаШΝΦΠΜƚШћÉĲŰƣŔŰĲũќШĲŰŊŔŰĲШаШ 
1950s carriage trucks for tea, ices etc.  

toy trains for kids-play 
 

Admission FREE: Open 11 am to 4 pm  
Saturdays, Sundays and bank 
holidays  to the end of October  

  
Not visited yet?   

Why not come along soon?   
Location: BS25 5AA 

                                            
www.sandfordstation.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Sandford Station Railway Heritage Centre   
 

 

 

 

Pat Evans and family would like to 
thank you for your prayers and 
thoughts at the great loss of Richard.   
 

http://www.sandfordstation.co.uk/
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               July Word Search 
 

This month's bumper word search features the top 20 ranked teams out of the 
48 teams competing in the FIFA World Cup. 
 
The hidden words are listed beneath the word search.  Circle the words in the 
word search as you find them; they can be found across, down, diagonally, 
backwards and can overlap with each other.  

 
!wD9b¢Lb! 

 
9/¦!5hw 

 
ahwh//h 

 
{9b9D![ 

.9[DL¦a 9bD[!b5 b9¢I9w[!b5{ {t!Lb 

.w!½L[ Cw!b/9 bhw²!¸ {²959b 
/h[¦a.L! D9wa!b¸ t!w!D¦!¸ ¢¦wYĻ9 
/wh!¢L! L±hw¸ /h!{¢ thw¢¦D![ ¦w¦D¦!¸ 

 

Answers can be found on page 39 
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Sandford & District Gardening Club  
 

At our June meeting, John welcomed our speaker Angie Blackwell who gave us a superb 

floristry demonstration.  She very kindly showed us how to arrange flowers in a tea cup, also 

petite foliage arrangements.  We were shown the different receptacles that could be used 

and she showed us where to start and finish the arrangements.  So, with this knowledge, we 

are hoping our members are going to enter more arrangements in the Floral Art Section of 

our Summer Show.  John thanked Angie for her amusing and most informative talk.  
 

Angie donated an arrangement for the raffle which consisted of beautiful orange roses and 

the lucky winner was Lyn Callow.  She also judged our competition for ôthe best single flower 

in a vaseõ, and this was won by Yvonne Greenwood for her lovely rose. 
 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 1 st July at 7.30 pm and there will be a talk by Dave 

Usher entitled; ôThe Restoration of Hestercombeõ. 

 

Our Summer Show  is on Saturday 8 th  August  - 2.30 to 4.00 pm 

in Sandford Village Hall.  Come and see all the lovely exhibits and enjoy 

a cup of tea and a slice of homemade cake - you will all be made most 

welcome!  The theme of the photograph for this yearõs Summer Show 

is; ôWild Flowers in a Natural Settingõ. 

 

 

 

 

Christian Aid Week 10 th ï 16th May 2026 

 

Winscombe and Sandford Christian Aid Committee would like 

to thank all who helped us to gather £1,779.87 (including Gift 

Aid) to donate to Christian Aid from donations and street 

collections during Christian Aid Week.  We are glad that this will help many people 

affected by famine and the war in Sudan, as well as others in developing countries, 

to earn enough to feed, clothe and pay for schooling and health care for their children. 

 

Look out for our Annual  Quiz Night on Friday 23 rd October  at the Church Centre !   

 

New members joining our committee would be very welcome.  Please contact us on 

winscombechristianaid@gmail.com . 

 

 

 

mailto:winscombechristianaid@gmail.com
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WINSCOMBE W.I. 

Our next meeting is on: 

WEDNESDAY 8th JULY 2026 

(no meeting in August) 
at 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm  

Community Centre (Meeting Room), 11 Sandford Road, BS25 1JA        

       Speaker: Colin Barley    

Talk entitled:  ћI Did It ~ǃШìċǃќШт [ƖċŰťШÉŔŰŔƣƖċќƚШxŔŉĲШċŰĬШ9ċƖĲĲƖ 

refreshments available - find us on Facebook   

 

                                                        
        
00 
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Folk ... Yes, but all kinds of music and verse  
Fourth Tuesday each month 7.30 to 10.30 ï just £2 
 

Upstairs Bar, Winscombe Club, 7 Sandford Road - a quiet 
and respectful acoustic space for performers and audience. 
 

Further information from Nigel Carson: 07551 197685 or 
winscombefolkclub@gmail.com - also on Facebook 



22 
 

 
  

 

 

 



23 
 

                  RNLI MENDIP BRANCH                   
  
RNLI MENDIP BRANCH MAYDAY PLANT AND GARDEN SALE - RESULTS 
As reported in June, as part of the nationwide Mayday events, RNLI Mendip branch held 
its annual Plant and Garden Sale.  The weather was fine and sunny which guaranteed a 
good turnout and a strong steady footfall.  Chief grower Christa Loughrey had been 
putting plants onto ѡ~ŔťĲѢƚЮÑċĤũĲѢ outside April Cottage in Axbridge for a couple of 
months, so the pre-sales contributed £1,150 to the final total of £2,524 which is an 
excellent result.  
 
FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR 2026  
The weekly Winscombe Thursday Market table brings in a steady income - £49.56 so far 
this year while ѡ7ĲƣƣǃѢƚЮÂŸƣƚѢ continue to raise income; the latest being £50 from the Post 
Office in Congresbury.  So up until the 14th May, the fundraising total for this year is 
£6,520. 
 
ANNUAL REVIEW OF 2025 
RNLI Mendip branch held its Annual Review on 14th May.  The Annual Review has 
replaced the Annual General Meeting for assessing the branchќƚ events in the last year.  
The meeting was less formal and focused on fundraising targets, future fundraising 
events and succession planning for 2026.  The Treasurer circulated the end of year 
summary for 2025 which showed that we raised £16,881 from 15 events. 
 
RNLI SUPERMARKET COLLECTION AT TESCO WELLS 
Mendip Branch conducted a second collection on Saturday 27th June at TESCO in Wells. 
Once again, the team was anchored at the store entrance wearing yellow tabards and 
deployed their ѡƖescue bucketsѢ and ѡĦard readerѢ among the Saturday shoppers. The 
team smiled sweetly and engaged in conversation with anybody and everybody, talking 
about the RNLI in general, local lifeboat stations, and the role of our branch in supporting 
ѡSaving Lives at SeaѢ.  Results will be reported in the August edition. 
 
RNLI LIFEGUARDS ON BEACHES т SILVER ANNIVERSARY 31st JULY 
This year is the RNLI Lifeguardsќ Silver Anniversary, and a special anniversary campaign 
was launched on Saturday 4th April.  Every summer, RNLI lifeguards patrol more than 245 
beaches in the UK and Channel Islands and will return to Brean and Burnham beaches 
from 4th July to 7th September.  Here you will have the chance to see them in action, 
examine their equipment and talk to them about what they do.  Since the first patrols in 
2001, RNLI lifeguards have saved more than 2,000 lives and kept people safe more than 
48 million times.  The International Lifeguardsќ Appreciation Day is on the 31st July and is 
likely to be the centrepiece of their celebration. 
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RNLI LIFEBOAT DAY т SATURDAY 10th OCTOBER 
This year the RNLI is planning to hold a Nationwide Lifeboat Day on Saturday 10th 
October and Mendip branch will be approaching Waitrose in Wells to request having a 
collection box in the store for Waitrose tokens.  In addition, our Secretary is negotiating 
to have a bucket collection in a local supermarket as our contribution to this day.   
 
RNLI MENDIP FOLK NIGHT т SATURDAY 10th OCTOBER 
James Barattini has booked a new group ѡHarbottle and JonasѢ for a RNLI Folk Night at 
the Church Centre in Winscombe.  Please put this date in your diaries and await further 
details. 
 
TRAFALGAR NIGHT DINNER & DANCE т SATURDAY 24th OCTOBER 

 

The second RNLI Mendip branch Trafalgar Night 
Celebration will be on Saturday 24th October at the 
Batch Country House, Lympsham, BS24 0EX.  See 
poster (left) for full details and how to purchase 
tickets.   
 
The guest speaker will be Vice 
Admiral Sir Adrian Johns, 
former Second Sea Lord and 
Governor of Gibraltar (see 
photo right). 
 
Peter Sparkes (RNLI CEO) will 
be invited, and all local RNLI 
and sea-based organisations will be contacted.  
More details will be added as they become available. 

MAY SHOUTS 
In May, there were 11 ѡƚhoutsѢ between our four Somerset Lifeboat Stations (Burnham-
on-Sea т 2, Minehead т 2, Portishead т 3, Weston-super-Mare т 4).  
  
Milford Haven Coastguard control paged Burnham-on-Sea lifeboat volunteers at 5.43 
pm on Thursday 14th May, after a yacht reported engine difficulties in the Bristol Channel.  
The distressed vessel was enroute from Burnham-on-Sea to Watchet, when the engine 
overheated.  7ƨƖŰőċůќƚШ ƣũċŰƣŔĦШΥΡШLifeboat ѡDoris Day and BrianѢ was quickly launched 
so that the volunteers could do a welfare check of the casualty. 
  
Duty Launch Authority Lyndon Baker explains; џWe located the casualty without 
difficulty, and our crew escorted the yacht back to the safety of the Burnham-on-Sea 
Sailing ClubѢƚ pontoons which she ĬŔĬЮƨŰĬĲƖЮőĲƖЮŸƽŰЮƚċŔũЮċŰĬЮĲŰŊŔŰĲЮƓŸƽĲƖдѠ  The 
Atlantic 85 was stood down and returned to Burnham slipway for recovery and wash-
down by the volunteer shore crew. 
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Portishead lifeboat station launched twice to 
the same incident on 21st May.  The first launch 
was at 12.35 pm.  It was believed that a person 
was in the water near to the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge.  A thorough search was 
carried out alongside the Portishead 
Coastguard Rescue Team, the Coastguard 
Rescue Helicopter crew from St Athan, Avon & 
Somerset Police, Avon Fire & Rescue Service, 
and the Ambulance Service.  
 

As the search was carried out, the Coastguard Helicopter crew from St Athan conducted 
a low-level search demonstrating incredible skill (see photo where, during the search, 
RNLI volunteers look on from the Atlantic 85 class lifeboat whilst the Coastguard 
Helicopter flies underneath the Clifton Suspension Bridge).  Sadly, even after re-
launching at 8.22 pm to continue the search, nothing was found. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winscombe Contact Scheme  
Voluntary transport to medical appointments 

 

We urgently need volunteer drivers ð could you 
help the Winscombe community? 

 

Ẇ Volunteer drivers are urgently needed to take 
Winscombe residents to medical appointments 

Ẇ Drivers use their own vehicle 

Ẇ Expenses are fully reimbursed 

Ẇ No regular commitment necessary 

Ẇ Such a rewarding and worthwhile way of spending 
your free time 

 

This valued scheme has been taking Winscombe residents 
to medical appointments since 1974. 
 

Interested in finding out more? 
 

Email Lottie Enser: enser@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:enser@btinternet.com
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Monday  20th July  starting  at 2.30 pm 
Main Event Hall, Winscombe Community Centre, Sandford Road, BS25 1JA 

 

Speaker:  Chris  Sperring  of  the Hawk and Owl  Trust  

Talk  entitled:  óHawks  and Owlsô  
 

Refreshments from 2 pm  

Members £2 ~ Visitors, very welcome £3 
 

Visitors are also welcome to join us for coffee mornings which take place at the  

same venue on the first Monday of the month from 10 am to 12 midday 
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Wrington Vale Rotary Club      

§ŰШ7ŸċƖĬШƣőĲШfŰƣĲƖŰċƣŔŸŰċũШÉƓċĦĲШÉƣċƣŔŸŰШрШƣċũťЮĤǃЮsŸЮÅŔĦőċƖĬƚŸŰеЮ[Å ÉШ 
 
~ĲůĤĲƖƚШĲŰŢŸǃĲĬШċШŉċƚĦŔŰċƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШőŔŊőũǃШĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШsŸШ
ÅŔĦőċƖĬƚŸŰЯШ [Å ÉбШċШ ƖĲƚƓĲĦƣĲĬШ ƚƓċĦĲШ ĦŸŰƚƨũƣċŰƣШ ċŰĬШ ĦũŸƚĲШ ŉƖŔĲŰĬШ ŸŉШ
ċƚƣƖŸŰċƨƣШÑŔůШÂĲċťĲЮШШìŔƣőШƚƣƖŔťŔŰŊШƻŔƚƨċũƚЯШsŸШĤƖŸƨŊőƣШƣŸШũŔŉĲШƣőĲШĲǂƣƖċŸƖĬŔŰċƖǃШ
ƖĲċũŔƣŔĲƚШŸŉШũŔƻŔŰŊШċŰĬШƽŸƖťŔŰŊШċĤŸċƖĬШƣőĲШfŰƣĲƖŰċƣŔŸŰċũШÉƓċĦĲШÉƣċƣŔŸŰШыfÉÉьЮ 
 
ÉőĲШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШƣőĲШfÉÉШċƚШċŰШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШŸŉбШџƻĲƖǃЮĦũŸƚĲЮƕƨċƖƣĲƖƚѠЯШƽőĲƖĲШ
ċƚƣƖŸŰċƨƣƚШůƨƚƣШċĬċƓƣЯШŰŸƣШŸŰũǃШƣŸШƣőĲШĦŸŰǯŰĲĬШƚƓċĦĲЯШĤƨƣШċũƚŸШƣŸШƣőĲШ
ƓƖŸŉŸƨŰĬШƓőǃƚŔĦċũШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚШŸŉШůŔĦƖŸŊƖċƻŔƣǃЮШШsŸШĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШƣőĲбШџƣĲƖƖŔĤũĲЮ
ĲǭĲĦƣƚЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮőƨůċŰЮĤŸĬǃЮŸŉЮǍĲƖŸЮŊƖċƻŔƣǃЮŉŸƖЮĲƻĲŰЮƚőŸƖƣЮƓĲƖŔŸĬƚѠЯШƽőŔĦőШ
ŔŰĦũƨĬĲƚШůƨƚĦũĲШũŸƚƚШƣŸШĦőċŰŊĲƚШŔŰШĤŸŰĲШĬĲŰƚŔƣǃШċŰĬШĤċũċŰĦĲЮ 
 
ÑőĲШ ċƨĬŔĲŰĦĲШ ƽċƚШ ƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШ ƚƣƖƨĦťШ ĤǃШ ƣőĲШ ƚőĲĲƖШ ŔŰƣĲŰƚŔƣǃШ ŸŉШ ũċƨŰĦőаШ
ċƚƣƖŸŰċƨƣƚШ ċƖĲбШџċĦĦĲũĲƖċƣĲĬЮ ŉƖŸůЮ ǍĲƖŸЮ ƣŸЮ ΤΪдΨЮ ƣőŸƨƚċŰĬЮ ůƓőЮ ŔŰЮ ĲŔŊőƣЮ
ůŔŰƨƣĲƚѠЯШċŰШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲШƣőċƣШŉĲƽШőƨůċŰƚШőċƻĲШĲƻĲƖШƨŰĬĲƖŊŸŰĲЮШШfŰШŉċĦƣЯШsŸШ
ƖĲůŔŰĬĲĬШƨƚШƣőċƣШƣŸШĬċƣĲбШџŸŰũǃЮΩΣΣЮƓĲŸƓũĲЮőċƻĲЮĤĲĲŰЮŔŰƣŸЮƚƓċĦĲѠШрШċШǯŊƨƖĲШ
ƣőċƣШƨŰĬĲƖƚĦŸƖĲƚШőŸƽШƓŔŸŰĲĲƖŔŰŊШőƨůċŰШƚƓċĦĲǰŔŊőƣШƚƣŔũũШŔƚЮ 
 
xŸŸťŔŰŊШ ċőĲċĬЯШ sŸШ ĲǂƓũŸƖĲĬШ ƣőĲШ ĤŔŊШ ƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚШ ƚőċƓŔŰŊШ ƣőĲШ ŉƨƣƨƖĲШ ŸŉШ
ĲǂƓũŸƖċƣŔŸŰЮШШìŔũũШőƨůċŰƚШŸŰĲШĬċǃШĦŸũŸŰŔƚĲШ~ċƖƚеШШìőċƣШƣĲĦőŰŸũŸŊŔĲƚШůƨƚƣШ
ĤĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓĲĬШƣŸШůċťĲШũŸŰŊрĬƨƖċƣŔŸŰШůŔƚƚŔŸŰƚШƓŸƚƚŔĤũĲеШШ ŰĬШƓĲƖőċƓƚШƣőĲШ

ĤŔŊŊĲƚƣШ ƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰШ ŸŉШ ċũũаШ ċƖĲШ ƽĲШ ċũŸŰĲеШШsŸШ
ƚƨŊŊĲƚƣĲĬШƣőċƣШũŔŉĲШĲũƚĲƽőĲƖĲШŔŰШƣőĲШƨŰŔƻĲƖƚĲШŔƚШ
ċũůŸƚƣШ ĦĲƖƣċŔŰЯШ ƣőŸƨŊőШ ƣőĲШ ŰĲċƖĲƚƣШ ƓŸƣĲŰƣŔċũũǃШ
ƚŔůŔũċƖШ ƚǃƚƣĲůШ ŔƚбШџΥдΨЮ ũŔŊőƣЮ ǃĲċƖƚЮ ċƽċǃѠЮцЮċШ
ƖĲůŔŰĬĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШƻċƚƣŰĲƚƚШŸŉШƣőĲШĦŸƚůŸƚЮ 
 
cĲƖШƣċũťШũĲŉƣШůĲůĤĲƖƚШŔŰƚƓŔƖĲĬЯШĦƨƖŔŸƨƚЯШċŰĬШŉƨũũШŸŉШ
ƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚШċĤŸƨƣШőƨůċŰŔƣǃќƚШŰĲǂƣШƚƣĲƓƚШĤĲǃŸŰĬШ
ĲċƖƣőЮ 

 
[ŸƖШůŸƖĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰЯШƓũĲċƚĲШĦŸŰƣċĦƣШ ŰŊŔĲШ7ŔŊŊƚШŸŰШΜΤΤΦΜШΠΜΜΤΝΥЮ 

 

 
President Nigel Oakley  

with Jo Richardson 
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DIARY ï JULY 2026 
 

WED 1  10.30am Mid-week Service - Lynch Chapel 
   7.30pm Sandford & District Gardening Club - Sandford Village Hall 
THURS 2  9.30am Scramblers - Lynch Chapel 

10.00am Communion in the Community - Dunster Court 
7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs 

SAT 4   10.30am Community Café - All Saints Church 
    
   
SUN 5   TRINITY 5 
   See opposite page for details of Services  
TUES 7  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room  
   10.30am Coffee Morning - Church Centre 
WED 8  2.00pm Knit & Natter - Lynch Chapel 

7.30pm Winscombe WI - Community Centre 
THURS 9  9.30am Scramblers - Church Centre 

7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs 
SAT 11  9.00am Refresh-men+ Menôs Breakfast - Woodborough Inn  
 
   
SUN 12  TRINITY 6 
   See opposite page for details of Services  
TUES 14  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 
   10.30am Coffee Morning - Church Centre 
WED 15  2.45pm Communion in the Community - Sewell House 
   7.15pm Choir Practice - St Jamesôs  
THUR 16  9.30am Scramblers - Church Centre 
   7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs    
 
 
SUN 19  TRINITY 7 
   See opposite page for details of Services    
TUES 21  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 
   10.30am Coffee Morning - Church Centre 
WED 22  2.00pm Knit & Natter - Lynch Chapel 

7.15pm Choir Practice - St Jamesôs 
THURS 23  9.30am Scramblers - Church Centre 
   7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs 
SAT 25  2.30-4.00pm Come for a Cuppa - Lynch Chapel 
 
 
SUN 26  TRINITY 8 ï ST JAMESôS PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
   See opposite page for details of Services  
TUES 28  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room  

10.30am Coffee Morning - Church Centre    
THURS 30  11.00am Communion in the Community - Winscombe Hall 
   7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs 
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Church Service Times - Opportunities to Worship in July 
 

Sunday 5th July 8.30 am 
10.30 am 

 {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
Church Centre 

Holy Communion  
Benefice Praise 

Sunday 12th July  10.30 am 
10.30 am 

 {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ  
All Saints 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship   

Sunday 19th July  10.30 am 
10.30 am 

 All Saints  
{ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 26th July  10.30 am 
10.30 am 

 {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
{ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ 

Morning Worship 
Holy Communion Patronal Festival 

 

Midweek Services  
Every Tuesday     10.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints  
 

Special Services in July 
Thursday 2nd July       10.00 am  Holy Communion at Dunster Court  
Sunday 5th July      11.00 am Holy Communion at Sandford Station  
Wednesday 15th July        2.45 pm Holy Communion at Sewell House 
Thursday 30th July       11.00 am Holy Communion at Winscombe Hall 
              

 

 
BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY 
 

Sunday 5th July  
Genesis 24:34-38,42-29, 58-end or Zechariah 9:9-12  
Psalm 45:10-end or Psalm 145:8-15   
Romans 7:15-25a  
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-end 
 

Sunday 12th July  
Genesis 25:19-end or Isaiah 55:10-13  
Romans 8:1-11  
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

Sunday 19th July   
Genesis 28:10-19a or Isaiah 44:6-8  
Psalm 139:1-11,23-24 or Psalm 86:11-end  
Romans 8:12-25  
Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

 

Sunday 26th July     
Acts 11:27-12:2  
Matthew 20:20-28 

Our love and sympathy go to the famil ies and friends of  those we remember : 
 

Geoffrey Bradford  ƽőŸƚĲШŉƨŰĲƖċũШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШƣŸŸťШƓũċĦĲШŔŰШÉƣШsċůĲƚќƚШ9őƨƖĦőШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШĤǃШ
his burial in Ilex Lane Cemetery on Friday 5th June 2026. 
 

Margaret Aske whose ashes were buried in Ilex Lane Cemetery on Friday 12th June 2026. 
 

George Berry ƽőŸƚĲШċƚőĲƚШƽĲƖĲШĤƨƖŔĲĬШŔŰШÉƣШsċůĲƚќƚШ9őƨƖĦőǃċƖĬШŸŰШ~ŸŰĬċǃШΝΡth June 
2026. 
 

Lionel Mee whose funeral service took place at Weston Crematorium on Tuesday 16th 
June 2026. 
 

George Furniss ƽőŸƚĲШŉƨŰĲƖċũШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШƣŸŸťШƓũċĦĲШċƣШÉƣШsċůĲƚќƚШ9őƨƖĦőШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШĤǃШőŔƚШ
cremation at Weston Crematorium on Friday 19th June 2026. 
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ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION  
MID-SOMERSET BRANCH NEWS AND  

FUTURE PROGRAMME 

 
 

 
BRANCH GENERAL MEETING  
RAFA-MSB held a Branch Meeting on Monday 1st June in Wells Golf Club.  Our member, 
Steve Barton, gave a fascinating presentation entitled; ѡÅ [Ю ċƣŔŸŰċũЮÉĲƖƻŔĦĲѢ.  Steve 
outlined the history of National Service in the UK from initiation in January 1949 until the 
last conscripts left in 1964.  All physically fit males between the ages of 17 and 21, had 
to serve in one of the armed forces for an 18-month period.  They then remained on the 
reserve list for another four years.  During this time, they were liable to be called to serve 
with their units but on no more than three occasions, for a maximum period of 20 days.  
In 1950, a further National Service Act lengthened the period of service to two years.  
During the 1950s, servicemen took part in various military operations in Malaya, Korea, 
Cyprus and Kenya.  Students and apprentices were allowed to defer their call-up until 
they had completed their studies or training.  Conscientious objectors had to undergo 
the same tribunal tests as in wartime. 
  
Then Steve presented the RAF National Service life of his friend David Green between 
1953 and 1955, starting with his call-up and ѡƚƕƨċƖĲЮĤċƚőŔŰŊѢ at a basic training camp.  
David then moved to RAF Yatesbury where he trained as a Ground Radar Operator prior 
to being posted to a RAF radar station in northern Germany, for just over a year.  Life was 
a combination of rather tedious radar screen watching on a ground map display of the 
Type 15 Ground Controlled Intercept (GCI) Radar, interspersed with time-off in the local 
German towns and countryside.  David returned to RAF Innsworth where he completed 
őŔƚШƣƽŸШǃĲċƖƚќШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШĤƨƣШƽċƚШlater called up for a 20-day reserve service at one of the 
more modern south coast radar units. 
 

  
 
The photographs show David Green with Steve Barton, the Type 15 GCI radar antenna, 
and the target height and plan position indicator (PPI) displays. 
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RAFA CUP GOLF COMPETITION 
Due to some miscommunication, the dates for the later June events had to be changed. 
Mendip Golf Club held their Battle of Britain Trophy Golf Competition a week later over 
the weekend of Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st June for the RAFA Cup, presented in 1959 
by Sqn Ldr Ron Fell DFC Chairman of the then RAFA Shepton Mallet branch.  Several 
members of RAFA-MSB attended on both days; in the morning in the pro-shop for the 
tee-offs and play card issues, and in the afternoon with branch display boards and 
collecting tins in the club bar.  A full report will be available in the August issue. 
 
RAFA-MSB 80th ANNIVERSARY LUNCH 
The date change above meant that RAFA-MSB held its 80th Anniversary Lunch a week 
later on Saturday 27th June in Wells Golf Club.  Around thirty members enjoyed pre-lunch 
drinks and a formal lunch followed by tea or coffee.  The meal began with the RAFA 
dedication, a welcome from the President, a game of ѡcĲċĬƚЮŸƖЮÑċŔũƚѢ, chatting and jokes 
throughout the meal, and concluded with the Loyal Toast with a glass of port and some 
final frivolity.  Again, a full report with photos, will be available in the August issue. 
  
FUTURE PROGRAMME 
The July RAFA-MSB Event will be a Branch Meeting on Monday 6th July at 11:00 am in 
Wells Golf Club, Blackheath Lane, Wells, BA5 3DS.  There will be a presentation entitled; 
ћEpic Delivery Flight of an HS 748 from Christchurch New Zealand to Southend-on-Sea 
ÖuеЮőŔƚЮxċƚƣЮ[ũŔŊőƣЮċƚЮċŰЮ ŔƖũŔŰĲЮ9ċƓƣċŔŰѢ, by our member Dave Willmott.  There will be a 
short business discussion, and the meeting will end with the normal optional lunch and 
ĬƖŔŰťƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШĦũƨĤќƚШůĲŰƨШċŰĬШĤċƖЮШШ 
  
The date of the last RAFA-MSB event of the spring programme has also changed.  This 
will be the Summer Barbecue  starting at noon on Sunday 2nd August in the Cider Barn 
at Ad Astra Cider Farm, Stone Allerton, BS26 2NG.  The afternoon will include some 
games and fun activities. 
 
BRANCH COVERAGE AND CONTACT DETAILS 
RAFA-MSB covers BS25, BS26, BS27, BS28, BS29, BS40, BA4, BA5, BA6, BA11, BA16, 
TA1, TA10, TA11 and TA21 postal areas. The Committee welcomes RAFA members, 
current and ex-RAF personnel and reserves, current and ex-Commonwealth Air Forces 
personnel and reserves, members of the RAF family and members of the public that 
support RAFAќƚ aims and purposes, living in these areas, to join us for all our 2026 
events.  
 
For information about any of these events, please contact the Branch via email 
rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com or call the Secretary on 01458 224057. 
 

 
 

mailto:rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com
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Sandford Helpline  
 

This is a car scheme offering transport to all Sandford residents who do not 
have family or friends to take them to health -related appointments including 
hospitals, dentists or opticians. Ш 
 
 

We have a small pool of volunteer drivers  
BUT URGENTLY NEED MORE!! 

 
 

Regular commitment is not necessary , and mileage allowance is paid - please 
contact: Chris Noble on 01934 903145 or email: mrs.noble@gmail.com  

 

mailto:mrs.noble@gmail.com
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ÉƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШÂƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŰŊШ§ƨƖШ ċƣƨƖċũШìŸƖũĬ 
fŰƚŔĬĲШ§ƨƣШ 

 

~ǃШőŸƨƚĲЯШĤĲŔŰŊШŸũĬШċŰĬШƖċƣőĲƖШĬċůƓШŔŰШƓũċĦĲƚЯШŔƚШőŸůĲШƣŸШƽŸŸĬũŔĦĲЮШШfШƖċƣőĲƖШƣċťĲШ
ƣőĲůШŉŸƖШŊƖċŰƣĲĬШŔŰШĬċƖťШĦŸƖŰĲƖƚЮШШ§ŰĦĲШŔŰƚŔĬĲЯШfШĲǂƓĲĦƣШƣőĲǃШŉĲĲũШƚċŉĲШŉƖŸůШůŸƚƣШ
ƓƖĲĬċƣŸƖƚЮШ Ш §ŉШ ĦŸƨƖƚĲЯШ ƣőĲƖĲШ ċƖĲШ ůċŰǃШ ŸƣőĲƖШƓũċĦĲƚШ ƣŸШ őŔĬĲШŸƨƣƚŔĬĲбШ ƨŰĬĲƖШ
ŉũŸƽĲƖƓŸƣƚШыċШŉċƻŸƨƖŔƣĲьЯШŔŰШĦƖĲƻŔĦĲƚШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШĬċůƓШƽŸŸĬЯШŸƖШċůŸŰŊƚƣШƓũċŰƣШ
ĬĲĤƖŔƚЮ 
 

fШťŰĲƽШŰŸƣőŔŰŊШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲƚĲШĦƖĲċƣƨƖĲƚЯШĲƻĲŰШĦũċƚƚŔŰŊШƣőĲůШċƚШŔŰƚĲĦƣƚЯШĤƨƣШŰŸЯШƣőĲǃШ
ċƖĲШĦƖƨƚƣċĦĲċŰƚШĤĲũŸŰŊŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШƚċůĲШŉċůŔũǃШċƚШĦƖċĤƚШċŰĬШũŸĤƚƣĲƖƚЮШШfŰƚĲĦƣƚШőċƻĲШ
ΣШũĲŊƚШŔŰШƓċŔƖƚШŔŰШƣőĲШůŔĬĬũĲШƚĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШĤŸĬǃШыƣőĲШƣőŸƖċǂьЯШĤƨƣШƽŸŸĬũŔĦĲШőċƻĲШΝΠШ
ũĲŊƚЯШċŊċŔŰШŔŰШƓċŔƖƚШŸŰШƣőĲШƣőŸƖċǂЮШШÑőĲǃШĦċŰШůŸƻĲШŉċƚƣЯШůċŰŸĲƨƻƖŔŰŊШĲƕƨċũũǃШƕƨŔĦťũǃШ
ыfШőċƻĲШŰĲƻĲƖШƚĲĲŰШŸŰĲШƣƖŔƓШŸƻĲƖгьЯШċŰĬШƣőĲǃШĤƖĲċƣőĲШƣőƖŸƨŊőШŊŔũũƚЮ 
 

cĲƖĲШŔƚШƣőĲШƓũċĦĲШƣŸШůĲŰƣŔŸŰШĲǂŸƚťĲũĲƣŸŰƚЮШШÖŰũŔťĲШŸƣőĲƖШĦƖĲċƣƨƖĲƚЯШŔŰƚĲĦƣƚЯШƚƓŔĬĲƖƚШ
ċŰĬШĦƖƨƚƣċĦĲċŰƚШőċƻĲШƣőĲŔƖШƚťĲũĲƣŸŰШŸŰШƣőĲШŸƨƣƚŔĬĲШ
ƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШĤŸĬǃШŔŰШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШƚĲŊůĲŰƣƚЮШШÑőŔƚШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣƚШċŰĬШ
ƓƖŸƣĲĦƣƚШƣőĲШŔŰŰĲƖШŸƖŊċŰƚШċŰĬШƓƖĲƻĲŰƣƚШƽċƣĲƖШũŸƚƚЮШШfƣШŔƚШ
ċШőċƖĬШŸƨƣĲƖШƚőĲũũШůċĬĲШŸŉШĦőŔƣŔŰЮШШcŸƽĲƻĲƖЯШŔƣШĦċŰŰŸƣШ
ŊƖŸƽЯШƚŸШƣőĲШĦƖĲċƣƨƖĲШůƨƚƣШƓĲƖŔŸĬŔĦċũũǃШƚőĲĬШŔƣШƣŸШ
ŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲШŔŰШƚŔǍĲЮШШÑőĲШŸũĬШŸƨƣĲƖШũċǃĲƖШƚƓũŔƣƚШŸƓĲŰШƣŸШ
ĲǂƓŸƚĲШċШŰĲƽШŔŰƚŔĬĲЮШШìőŔũĲШƣőĲШŰĲƽШĲǂŸƚťĲũĲƣŸŰШ

őċƖĬĲŰƚЯШƣőĲШĦƖĲċƣƨƖĲШŔƚШƻĲƖǃШƻƨũŰĲƖċĤũĲШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƣŸШƽĲċƣőĲƖШĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШ
ƓƖĲĬċƣŸƖƚЮ 
 

7ċĦťШƣŸШƽŸŸĬũŔĦĲЮШШÑőĲШĲǂŸƚťĲũĲƣŸŰШŔƚШƚőĲĬШċƓƓƖŸǂŔůċƣĲũǃШĲƻĲƖǃШΞШůŸŰƣőƚЯШċŰĬШƣőĲǃШ
ůċǃШĲċƣШŔƣШŉŸƖШĦċũĦŔƨůЮШШÑőĲШĤċĦťШőċũŉШƚőĲĬƚШŉŔƖƚƣШċŰĬШƣőĲŰШƣőĲШŉƖŸŰƣШƣƽŸШĬċǃƚШũċƣĲƖЮШШ
~ŸƖƣċũŔƣǃШŔƚШőŔŊőШƽŔƣőШċƣƣċĦťƚШŉƖŸůШƚƓŔĬĲƖƚЯШƣŸċĬƚЯШƚőƖĲƽƚЯШƓũƨƚШŸƣőĲƖШůċůůċũƚЮ 
 

ÖŰƨƚƨċũũǃШƽŸŸĬũŔĦĲШĤƖĲċƣőШŉƖŸůШŊŔũũƚШƽőŔĦőШċƖĲШŉŸƨŰĬШŸŰШƣőĲШƨŰĬĲƖƚŔĬĲШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШƖĲċƖШ
ƚĲŊůĲŰƣƚЮШШcŸƽĲƻĲƖЯШƣőĲƚĲШŊŔũũƚШůƨƚƣШőċƻĲШůŸŔƚƣƨƖĲШƣŸШĲǂƣƖċĦƣШŸǂǃŊĲŰШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШċŔƖШ
ċŰĬШƖĲũĲċƚĲШĦċƖĤŸŰШĬŔŸǂŔĬĲШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШċŔƖЮШШìŔƣőŸƨƣШůŸŔƚƣƨƖĲШŸŰШƣőĲШŊŔũũƚШƽŸŸĬũŔĦĲШƽŔũũШ
ƚƨŉŉŸĦċƣĲШċŰĬШĬŔĲЮШШcĲŰĦĲШƣőĲŔƖШũŔťŔŰŊШŉŸƖШĬċůƓШƓũċĦĲƚЮШШÑőĲǃШċƖĲШőŔŊőũǃШĤĲŰĲŉŔĦŔċũШ
ċƚШĬĲĦŸůƓŸƚĲƖƚЮ 
 

ìŸŸĬũŔĦĲШċƖĲШƣőĲШƣǃƓĲШŸŉШĦƖĲċƣƨƖĲƚШƣőċƣШŊċƣőĲƖШŰŔĦťŰċůĲƚЮШШ?ŔŉŉĲƖĲŰƣШŰċůĲƚШŔŰШ
ĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰƣШƓċƖƣƚШŸŉШƣőĲШĦŸƨŰƣƖǃЮШШÑőĲƖĲШċƖĲШƣőŸƨŊőƣШƣŸШĤĲШŸƻĲƖШΥΜШĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰƣШŰċůĲƚШůŸƚƣШ
ŸŉШƣőĲůШƖċƣőĲƖШċŉŉĲĦƣŔŸŰċƣĲШŸƖШĲŰĬĲċƖŔŰŊШĲЮŊЮШƓċĦťĲǃШƓŔŊƚШŔŰШ7ƖŔƚƣŸũЮШШ~ŸƚƣШŰċůĲƚШŊŸШ
ĤċĦťШċШũŸŰŊШƽċǃЮШШ ƚШĲċƖũǃШċƚШƣőĲШŉŔŉƣĲĲŰƣőШĦĲŰƣƨƖǃШƣőĲǃШƽĲƖĲШťŰŸƽŰШċƚШũŸĦťШĬŸŸƖƚЯШ
ĦőŔƚũċƓƚШċŰĬШůŸŰťќƚШƓĲċƚгШШÑőĲǃШċƣƣƖċĦƣĲĬШƚƨĦőШŰċůĲƚШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШƣőĲǃШƽĲƖĲШƨƚĲŉƨũЮШШ
ìőĲŰШĦƨƖũĲĬШƨƓШŔŰШũŔƣƣũĲШĤċũũƚШƣőĲǃШƽĲƖĲШƣőĲШƚŔǍĲШŸŉШċƓŸƣőĲĦċƖǃќƚШƓŔũũƚШċŰĬШƽĲƖĲШƨƚĲĬШ
ċƚШůĲĬŔĦŔŰĲЮШШÑőĲШĬƖŔĲĬШĤŸĬŔĲƚШƽĲƖĲШŊƖŸƨŰĬШŔŰƣŸШċШƓŸƽĬĲƖШŸƖШŢƨƚƣШƚƽċũũŸƽĲĬШƽőŸũĲЮШШ



39 
 

ÑőĲǃШƽĲƖĲШƨƚĲĬШƣŸШĦƨƖĲШċШƽŔĬĲШƖċŰŊĲШŸŉШĬŔƚŸƖĬĲƖƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШŔŰĬŔŊĲƚƣŔŸŰЯШƚƣŸůċĦőШ
ƓċŔŰЯШĬŔƚĲċƚĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШƨƖŔŰċƖǃШƣƖċĦƣШċŰĬШĤũċĬĬĲƖЯШŢċƨŰĬŔĦĲШċŰĬШťŔĬŰĲǃШƚƣŸŰĲƚЮ 
 

ÑŸĬċǃЯШ ƽŸŸĬũŔĦĲШ őŸũĬШ ƚƓĲĦŔŉŔĦШ ůĲĬŔĦċũШ ċŰĬШ ƣőĲƖċƓĲƨƣŔĦШ ċƓƓũŔĦċƣŔŸŰƚШƓƖŔůċƖŔũǃШ ċƚШ
ĦŸůƓŸŰĲŰƣƚШŔŰШƣƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШċŰĬШċũƣĲƖŰċƣŔƻĲШůĲĬŔĦŔŰĲƚЯШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШŔŰШůŸĬĲƖŰШĤŔŸůĲĬŔĦċũШ
ċŰĬШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũШƖĲƚĲċƖĦőЯШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШŔŰШƣőĲШċƖĲċШŸŉШĬĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШ
ŰĲƽШƣőĲƖċƓŔĲƚШċŊċŔŰƚƣШċŰƣŔĤŔŸƣŔĦШƖĲƚŔƚƣċŰƣШĤċĦƣĲƖŔċЮ 
 

ìŸŸĬũŔĦĲШƽĲƖĲШőĲũĬШŔŰШƚƨĦőШőŔŊőШĲƚƣĲĲůШƣőċƣШċШƚƣċŔŰĲĬрŊũċƚƚШ
ƽŔŰĬŸƽШŔŰШÉƣШ~ċƖǃќƚШ9őƨƖĦőЯШÉőƖĲƽƚĤƨƖǃШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲƚШƣőŔƚШũŔƣƣũĲШ
ĦƖĲċƣƨƖĲШ ƽŔƣőШ ŔƣƚШ ĤƨũŊŔŰŊШ ĲǃĲƚЯШ ΤШ ƓċŔƖƚШ ŸŉШ ũĲŊƚШ ċŰĬШ ƚůċũũШ
ċŰƣĲŰŰċĲЮ 
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