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²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ ƛƴ ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜΣ {ŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ 
 

Vicar     Vacant Post     
St James the Great, Winscombe    
All Saints, Sandford    
St John the Baptist, Churchill    
 

  Assistant Curate   Reverend Jacqui Keir-Bucknall  07990 766647 
       rev.jacqui.kb@gmail.com 

 

Benefice Administrator &   Sue Smyth    01934 352696                                                             
Signpost Editor    52 Woodborough Road,     
Church Office                                   Winscombe, BS25 1BA     

admin@winsandchurches.org.uk  
 

PCCǎΩ Secretaries   Bridget Andrews (St James & All Saints)  01934 352696    
     winsandsec24@gmail.com   
     9ƳƳŀ {ǘƻŎƪǎ ό{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎύ   01934 853873 
     emma.stocks@hotmail.com      
 

Parish Safeguarding Officers  Jo Claridge ό{ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ϧ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎύ 07986 665618 
     safeguarding@winsandchurches.org.uk 
     Pauline IǳǊǎǘ ό{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎύ  01934 852784 
     stjchurchill.safeguarding@outlook.com 
Churchwardens 
St James the Great, Winscombe   Derrick Claridge    07941 202768 
     winscombechurchwarden@gmail.com  
     Beth Cutmore    07486 549030   
     bethwayside@gmail.com   

   

All Saints, Sandford   Diana Williams    01934 852449  
       sandfordchurchwarden@gmail.com  
       Simon Crew    07960 151717   
       smg.crew@yahoo.co.uk 
        

St John the Baptist, Churchill  Tricia Avery    01934 852360 
       averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk  
       One vacant post 
 

  Pastoral Care Team   Reverend Pauline Nixon   07511 935860 
       revpolly@gmail.com 

    

Churchill Methodist, Minister  Reverend Andrew Bell   01934 852314 
Pastor     Ken Young    01934 852686 

 

Lynch Chapel     David Jewell    07443 907454 
Pastor/Minister    The Lynch, Winscombe, BS25 1AR 
     davidjewells@aol.com 
 

Sidcot Quakers Meeting House  Oakridge Lane, Sidcot, BS25 1LT  01934 843065 
 

Roman Catholics   Our Lady Queen of Apostles, Cheddar 01934 709224  
     

 

 

 

 

How To Find Our Churches - If you need directions to: 
 St James the Great Church, Church Lane, Winscombe, BS25 1BX 
 All Saints Church, Hill Road, Sandford, BS25 5NY 
 St John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Churchill, BS25 5QW  
 Church Centre, 52 Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA 

Please use your Satnav with the postcodes, or visit the website www.achurchnearyou.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sandfordchurchwarden@gmail.com
mailto:averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk
tel:01934709224
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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This magazine is one of the ways we are fulfilling our Vision 
 

 
 

 
 

800 years and still counting! Χ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ  Advent is the beginning of the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜ, this will be a special year when, as well as 
welcoming a new vicar, we shall also be marking the 800th anniversary of the appointment of our 
very first vicar, The Revd William de Keynsham. 
 

The origins of Winscombe are lost in the mists of time.  The earliest written record is of the Saxon 
King Edgar granting the estate of Winscombe (Winescombe) to Aelfswith, a lady of high standing, 
sometime between 959 and 975 AD.  Shortly afterwards, she gifted the estate to Glastonbury Abbey.  
The Abbey was one of the wealthiest in England, and Winscombe was just one of its many estates.  
Historians and archaeologists believe that the Abbey would have provided a priest and a chapel for 
the spiritual needs of those living on their estate.  So far, no evidence of such a building has been 
found.  ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ нрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ, in 1192, Savaric 
FitzGeldewen was consecrated as Bishop of Bath.  He resented the power and wealth of the 
monasteries and was determined to take control of Glastonbury and its estates.  With the KƛƴƎΩǎ 
approval, ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ΨōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ŎƘŀƛǊΩ όƻǊ ōŀǎŜύ ǘƻ DƭŀǎǘƻƴōǳǊȅΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
secured his position as both the Abbot as well as the Bishop of Glastonbury.  Savaric died in 1205 
before achieving all his aims. 
 

He was succeeded by Bishop Jocelyn who had a different agenda.  He wanted to complete the 
building of the great church in Wells, begun in 1175, which would become the cathedral.  However, 
his plans were interrupted when the Pope excommunicated King John and placed England under 
ΨƛƴǘŜǊŘƛŎǘΩ and Jocelyn had to go into exile (1209-13). 
 

Returning to England, work was resumed on the cathedral and various other buildings in and around 
Wells of which the church in Winscombe was probably just one small project.  In 1226 Jocelyn 
installed William de Keynsham as the first vicar of Winscombe.  The newly created parish was just 
a collection of small settlements, and the first vicar would have had to manage with whatever 
building(s) the monks had left behind.  It seems that at least they would have had a font!  It has been 
dated by experts to around 1150 and is still in use today! 
 

In due course, a new church was built and consecrated by Bishop Jocelyn in 1236.  It was dedicated 
to St James the Great; a very popular choice of dedication in the middle ages!  The great church of 
St Andrew in Wells was consecrated and finally, in 1244, the Pope granted it the status of the 
Cathedral of Wells.  Jocelyn did not live to see its recognition by the Pope, but before he died, Jocelyn 
gave the Patronage of Winscombe Church to the newly appointed Dean and Chapter of Wells 
Cathedral, a patronage which they have retained to this day! 
 

Much has changed over the centuries, both to the parish of Winscombe and Sandford (and to our 
partner church in Churchill).  Our world is a very different place, but the task remains the same - to 
preach the Gospel in season and out, with whatever resources we have at our disposal.  
 

Shaun Darley 
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      averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Signpost - The Parish Magazine 
Welcome to DecemberΩǎ BUMPER edition of Signpost.  The magazine aims to serve and reach out to 
the local village communities of Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill and in doing so, provide 
opportunities for the residents to become more aware of activities across all Christian 
denominations and within our villages.  We hope you enjoy reading this ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ edition. 
 

Next MonthΩs Magazine 
The deadline for WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ edition is Sunday 14th December.  Please submit items, which should be 
no longer than 400 words, as Word documents to parishmag2@gmail.com .  If you are including 
photographs, please ensure that you have the permission of anyone appearing in the photograph 
for them to be published in this magazine.  Please supply high resolution photographs as jpegs. 
 

The Editorial Team reserve the right to amend and/ or reformat submitted articles. 
 

Signpost ς paper copy 
We produce a limited number of black and white printed copies of Signpost that are available from 
some local shops, each of our churches and the Church Centre.   
 

Signpost ς via email 
We encourage as many people as possible to receive their full colour copy of Signpost via email.  If 
you would like to receive future editions by email, please send your email address to 
parishmag2@gmail.com .  If you are unable to receive your copy via email, please contact one of the 
Churchwardens giving your full name and address. 
 

Our website: www.winsandchurches.org.uk     
 

Our website iǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ Churches and activities.  It is regularly 
updated with the latest news and information. 
 

 Home Page:  latest news, monthly service plan 

 Our Vision: find out about our plans for the future 

 Church Life: our activities and groups  

 Our Podcasts and Videos: a library of Church services to watch or listen to 

 Signpost Magazine: download the latest copy and find out how to contribute 

 Hire A Venue: how to hire our Church Centre, Churches and meeting rooms 

 
 
 
 
 
  

SIGNPOST - DONATIONS WELCOME 

It costs approximately £600 per annum to produce the magazine, based on current prices for materials 
and ink. Volunteers give their time freely to distribute the magazine. 
 
We are always grateful to supporters who choose to make a donation, and those that place a paid for 
advert, towards the on-going costs of the magazine.  Donations can be placed in an envelope marked 
Ψ{ƛƎƴǇƻǎǘ 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊōƻȄ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜΦ 
 
If you wish to place an advert, please contact the Editorial Team at parishmag2@gmail.com . 
 
Many thanks to all those who have already made a donation; your generosity is very much appreciated.  
 
 

mailto:averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk
mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
http://www.winsandchurches.org.uk/
mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
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A Message from the Churchwardens and the Parochial Church Council  
 
As many of you already know, ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƻƛƭ ōƻƛƭŜǊ ƛƴ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘΦ 
 
Having met with the Diocesan Advisor, the PCC has agreed to follow his advice that we hold 
services at our other two Churches and the Church Centre, whilst we explore alternative 
methods of heating. 
 
We are very fortunate, as a Benefice, to have three other venues which we can use.  However, 
there will inevitably be a few changes, and we will keep you informed in Signpost, on posters 
around the village and on our website. 
 
{ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ remain open every day and still be available for Funeral Services. 
 
There is a change of venue for services due to take place ƛƴ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ, from and 
including the 30th November.  Details of the December and January Services will be in 
Signpost, on posters and on the website. 
 
The 'Celebration for a New Ministry' for The Revd Dr Julian Davies will take place in St 
WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ on Thursday 15th January 2026 starting at 7:00 pm - more details to follow. 
 
Beth Cutmore and Derrick Claridge 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

The last Coffee Morning of 2025 in the Church 
Centre, Winscombe will be on Tuesday 16th  
December starting at 10.30 am ~ please join us for 
Carols by the Hagens.  Everyone is very welcome. 
 

We look forward to seeing you again in the New 
Year starting on the 6th  January. 
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Christmas in the Benefice of Winscombe and Sandford with Churchill,  
                          Lynch Chapel, Cheddar Catholics,  

                   Sidcot Quakers and Churchill Methodists 
 

Sunday 30th November 
10:00 am Benefice Advent Service of Holy Communion at Church Centre, 
52 Woodborough Road, Winscombe  
 

Friday 5th December 
7:00 pm Taizé Service at Our Lady Queen of Apostles, Cheddar 
 

Sunday 7th December 
4:00 pm Music and Readings for Christmas at Meeting House, Sidcot  
 

Sunday 14th December 
11:00 am Carol Service at St John the Baptist Church, Churchill  
 

Tuesday 16th December 
5:30 pm Carols at the Reading Room, Front Street, Churchill 
 

Sunday 21st December 
11:00 am Nativity Service at Lynch Chapel, Winscombe  
4:00 pm Candlelit Carols for All at Churchill Methodist Church, Churchill  
6:30 pm Carol Service at Church Centre, Winscombe  
 

Christmas Eve 24th December 
4.00 pm Crib Service at Church Centre, Winscombe 
6:00 pm Carols by Candlelight at Lynch Chapel, Winscombe  
6:30 ǇƳ /ŀǊƻƭǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ Χ 
7.00 pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady Queen of Apostles Cheddar  
8:00 pm Carol Service at All Saints, Sandford  
11.00 pm Midnight Holy Communion at {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ  
11:30 pm Midnight Communion at Churchill Methodist Church  
 

Christmas Day 25th December 
9:00 am Christmas Day Mass at Our Lady Queen of Apostles, Cheddar  
10:00 am Christmas Holy Communion at Church Centre, Winscombe  
10:30 am Meeting for Worship for half an hour at Meeting House, Sidcot  
11:00 am Christmas Holy Communion at {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ  
11:00 am Short Christmas Day Service at Lynch Chapel, Winscombe  

Jesus said: άL ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭΦέ 

 

         CHURCHES TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS 2025 
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        Supporting Your Local Foodbanks 
 

Our churches support the Cheddar Valley Foodbank 
and the Foodbank based at the For All Healthy Living 
Centre in Bournville, Weston-Super-Mare.  
 

We are pleased to be able to deliver non-perishable foods to the Foodbanks and 
continue to make a significant contribution.  
 
There are collection baskets for each village in each of the Churches and at the Church 
Centre. 
 
The foodbanks also appreciate cash donations which can be used to buy items in 
particular need or provide vouchers that can be spent on food in local supermarkets. 
 
Cash donations can be placed in the post box at the Church Centre in Winscombe. 
Please label to show whether your donation is for the Cheddar Foodbank or the For All 
Healthy Living Centre. 
 
These are some of the items that can be donated and are always gratefully received. 
 
× {ƻǳǇ ς ǇŀŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǝƴƴŜŘ × ¢ƛƴƴŜŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 
× Lƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƳŀǎƘŜŘ Ǉƻǘŀǘƻ × ¢ƛƴƴŜŘ ŬǎƘ 
× /ŜǊŜŀƭǎ × ¦I¢ Ƴƛƭƪ 
× {ŀǳŎŜǎ ς ǝƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƧŀǊǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘŀ 
ǎŀǳŎŜ 

× aŀƛƴ ƳŜŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǝƴǎ όƴƻǘ CǊŀȅ .Ŝƴǘƻǎ 
ǇƛŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜύ 

× /ǳǎǘŀǊŘ ς ǝƴƴŜŘ ƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ  × {ǉǳŀǎƘ 
× [ƻƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƧǳƛŎŜǎ × tŀǇŜǊ ƎƻƻŘǎ ς ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ǊƻƭƭΣ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ 

Ǌƻƭƭ ŜǘŎΦ 
× 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘǎ ς ǝƴƴŜŘ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ǊƛŎŜ 
ǇǳŘŘƛƴƎΣ ǎǇƻƴƎŜ 

× ¢ƛƴƴŜŘ ŎƻƭŘ ƳŜŀǘǎ ς ŎƻǊƴŜŘ ōŜŜŦΣ 
ǎǇŀƳ  

× tŀǎǘŀΣ ǊƛŎŜΣ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƴƻƻŘƭŜǎ × ¢Ŝŀ ōŀƎǎΣ ŎƻũŜŜΣ Ƙƻǘ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ 
× {ǳƎŀǊ × .ƛǎŎǳƛǘǎ 
× tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ς ǎƻŀǇΣ 
ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘŜǎΣ ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜ 

× aŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǊƛŜǎ 

× /ƻƴŦŜŎǝƻƴŜǊȅ × {ƴŀŎƪ ōŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǎǇǎ 
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Remembrance in Winscombe 
 

Remembrance Sunday was marked in each of our churches with a special service including 
marking the two-minute silence and the laying of wreaths on our village memorials.  Each 
church was decorated for the occasion. 
 
The service at St James the Great in Winscombe, was attended by many members of the 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ŜŀǾŜǊǎΣ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎΣ wŀƛƴōƻǿǎΣ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎΣ 
Guides and Rangers, with each section parading their flag, behind the Union Flag and the 
colours of the Royal British Legion.  It was wonderful to see so many young people joining in 
the commemoration. 
 
A number of community groups were also represented and laid their wreaths on the 
memorial in the churchyard. 

 

On Tuesday 11th November, Armistice Day, we held a special 
Remembrance Coffee Morning in the Church Centre.  The 
Union Flag was paraded followed by a short service of 
remembrance. 
 
We were pleased to welcome Year 6 from Winscombe Primary 
School who participated in the service by reading a beautiful, 
and very moving poem, which they had written as a class.  The 
children also shared some wonderful paintings that they had 
created on the same theme. 
 
We were so impressed by their poem that we felt others may 
wish to read it. 
 
 



9 
 

ά²Ŝ ²ƛƭƭ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊέ ς ! wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ {ǘƻǊȅ 

.ȅ ¸ŜŀǊ с ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
 

[ƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ ŘŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǊΣ  
hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΦ 
 

¢ƘŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
¢ƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
 

{ƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ 
{ƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǎΣ 
{ƻƳŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ 
{ƻƳŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ 
 

!ƭƭ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ς 
bƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ōŀǘǘƭŜΣ 
.ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƘƻǇƛƴƎΦ 
 

/ƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊΣ 
LǘΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦ  
 
! ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ 
tǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ 
 

! ƴǳǊǎŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊŜŘ ƪƛƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ  
²ƘŜƴ Ǉŀƛƴ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊΦ     
 

! ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎŎǊŀǇǎ ƻŦ ƳŜǘŀƭΣ 
¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳƛƭŘ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇǎΦ 
 

! ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƭƛǘ ŀ ƭŀƳǇ ŜŀŎƘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 
!ƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ 
 

9ŀŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ 
.ŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΦ 
 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴǎ ŦŜƭƭ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΣ 
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭΦ 
 

tƻǇǇƛŜǎ ƎǊŜǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŘΣ 
¢ƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŘ ǇŜǘŀƭǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴΦ 
 

9ŀŎƘ ǇƻǇǇȅ ǘŜƭƭǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΦ 
 

²Ŝ ǿŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ ǿŀǊ ς 
.ǳǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ 
¢ƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇΣ 
{ƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜΦ 
 

¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘΣ 
aŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
CǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀƭƪ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

 

¢ƘŜȅ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ς 
! ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊΦ 
 

¢ƘŜȅ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ 
!ƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΦ 
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦΦ 
²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊΦ 
 

²Ŝ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΦ 
²Ŝ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦ 
²Ŝ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ 
!ƴŘ ǿŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ς ¢ƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ 
 

²Ŝ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ς ¢ƻ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǊΦ 
¢ƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ 
Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΦ 
 

¢ƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƎŜǊΦ 
 

¢ƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŦŜŀǊΦ 
¢ƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΦ 
 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  
 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǊŀǾŜΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
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It was pleasing to note that the momentum of attendance for our 9 breakfast meetings of 
the year had kept up well, so that we had a good attendance for our last breakfast of 2025 
together at the Woodborough in November.  There was no speaker on this occasion, but we 
are lining up speakers for next year.  First off, in January we will be pleased to welcome Steve 
Reed, who has agreed to share some of his life story using our recently introduced style of 
interview, loosely along the lines of the Radio 4 program, Desert Island Discs.  This will be an 
open meeting, everyone, men and women, are invited.  But please do let me know at least a 
week in advance if you will be coming as I will need to let the Woodborough Inn know an 
estimate of numbers for the Saturday.  That breakfast together will be on Saturday 10th 
January. 
 
As usual, I will send reminders to all on the mailing list.  Do consider joining us if you have not 
been before, or invite friends too, as we have capacity for more at the Woodborough Inn.  
The price of a small English breakfast is now £11.50.  The vegetarian option is £10.50. 
 
Other breakfast options will be available, but these do need to be pre-booked. 
 
To book your place for the January breakfast contact Tim Harland on 01934 843248. 
 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  
 
 

Safeguarding 
Our churches are committed to promoting a safe environment and culture. The 
safeguarding of children, young people and vulnerable adults is a priority. Further 
information about our Safeguarding Policies and Procedures can be found on our 
website https://winsandchurches.org.uk/safeguarding/ .   
 

Details of how to contact one of our Parish Safeguarding Officers can be found on 
page 2 of this magazine. 

https://winsandchurches.org.uk/safeguarding/
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A ll Saints Church  Community Café  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

During 2025 the Café  has raised £4 ,082.80 including Gift A id  towards our 

Church funds. This is truly amazing and grateful thanks are extended to 

you all from All Saints Church and the Café Team  for helping us to achieve 

this amount and  enable us to keep our  church open for the Community.  

 

Our next café  date is:  

SATURDAY 3rd  JANUARY 2026  
there is no café in December  

10.30 am ð 12.30 pm 

All Saints Church, Sandford  
 

A variety of coffee, teas and soft drinks  along with  

homemade cakes, biscuits and soup  is served  
 

We look  forward to seeing you in the New Year  ~ EVERYONE WELCOME  
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

The Christmas themed café in November  raised an 

amazing £423.75 including  Gift Aid.  Also , the raffle 

and bric -a-brac stall raised a further £188.70 which is 

going towards the next phase of the building fund.  
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Christmas Craft Fair        

    Churchill Reading Room 

(Front Street, Churchill, BS25 5NG  ð behind the Clock Tower)  

 

Saturday 6 th  December  

10am to 4pm 
Christmas crafts, handmade jewellery, bees wax candles, 

artwork, cards and prints, crafty gifts and plants  
 

 

 

Relax with a cuppa ð weõll be serving tea, coffee ,  

bacon baps and a variety of cakes and mince pies   
 

 
 

 
 

Churchill Reading Room  

NOW OPEN  

Saturday mornings 10 am -  midday 

Come and join us for a friendly chat over coffee at the 

Reading Room on Front Street   
(just behind the Clock Tower)  

 

We have a lending library  and jigsaw exchange  plus 

tea , coffee , cake and bacon baps on offer .  
  

A chance to catch up with  friends and neighbours.   

Hope to see you there!  
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December Quiz 

4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÑÕÉÚ ÈÁÓ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÔÈÅÍÅȟ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȦ 

All the answers are linked by something to do with the festive season. 

Can you make the link? 

 

1. What national holiday is celebrated in the USA on the fourth 
Thursday in November and in Canada on the second Monday of 
October? 

2. What name is given to a tube-shaped piece of fabric, like a scarf that 
can be worn around the neck or pulled up to cover the head like a 
hood? 

3. What is the historic name for the modern city of Istanbul? 

4. 7ÈÁÔ ÓÉØ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ×ÏÒÄ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ȬÇȭ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÖÅÒÙ 
quickly and greedily. 

5. In many European cities and countries, who is the patron saint of 
sailors, children, merchants, pawnbrokers, brewers, toy makers, 
unmarried people and students? 

6. What name is given to an upholstered low couch without a back or 
arms or a smaller cushioned seat that may have hinges and a lid so it 
can be used for storage? 

7. What phase of the moon occurs when only a small, curved sliver is 
illuminated? 

8. Who asks for help in the traditional tale where a number of farm 
animals refuse to plant, harvest and mill wheat? 

9. What is the traditional building technique where a woven framework 
is created using willow, hazel or reeds?  It is then covered with a 
ÓÔÉÃËÙ ÆÉÌÌÅÒ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȬÄÁÕÂȭȢ  

10. 7ÈÉÃÈ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ ÃÉÔÙ ×ÁÓ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÆÏÒ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ 
described in the Acts of the Apostles? 

 $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎË ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÁÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓ. 

                     Answers can be found on page 44 
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Shipham, Rowberrow & Star History Society 
 

Next meeting date:  

Tuesday 9th December  
Speaker: John Page 

Talk entitled: ΨThe Baby Eating Bishop of BathΩ 
at Shipham Village Hall, BS25 1SG 

Refreshments: 7.15 pm   Members: £2, guests £4 
For further details contact: Jan Taylor 01934 260784 
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Gardening Notes for December 
 

Prune Late-Flowering Clematis 
Now is the time to prune clematis that flower between late June and October (known as 
group 3), and include varieties of clematis viticella, x jackmanii, and texensis, which all flower 
ƻƴ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŜƳǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
thickest stems at the base with an angled junction above.  Gather the stems and cut them, at 
the base, ƻƴŜ ƴƻŘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
will improve flowering.  Not all clematis are pruned in this way, just tidy up spring flowering 
varieties (montanas for example), in early summer and reduce large flowering hybrids in early 
spring. 
 

Plant Bare Root Trees 
Bare root trees are available to buy now and should be planted as soon as they are received 
to prevent the roots drying out.  Soak the roots in a bucket of water for an hour or two before 
planting.  Dig a hole that is twice as wide, and a little deeper than the root ball.  Loosen the 
soil in the bottom with a fork and soak with water.  Before planting, trim off any roots that 
are damaged, those that are much longer than the others, or crowded, as this will stimulate 
growth.  Plant to the same depth as it has been grown previously, backfill the hole, firm the 
soil around the tree and water well.  The tree may also need supporting with a stake, driven 
in at an angle and secured to the tree with a rubber tie, approximately one-third of the way 
up the trunk.   
 

Hellebores 
Cut back the foliage from hellebores towards the end of this month.  This will help to control 
hellebore leaf spot disease and also show off the flowers to their best advantage; new foliage 
will soon grow after flowering. 
 

Indoor Christmas Plants 
Christmas and the New Year are favourite periods for 
houseplants to be given as gifts, it is important that 
these should be put in the right place.  Azaleas, 
Christmas cactus and cyclamen can go somewhere cool 
and light.  Snip out the flowers as they go over to 
encourage more blooms.  Poinsettias need a bit more 
warmth but must avoid direct heat, while orchids need 
warmth and light.  Water sparingly from the bottom 
with water at room temperature and mist orchids if 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇΦ   
 

Protect Brassicas 
Net brassicas to stop pigeons destroying them, use upturned pots to help stop the supports 
from piercing the netting. 
 

Finally, very best wishes for Christmas, good health and good gardening in 2026. 
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ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION  
MID-SOMERSET BRANCH NEWS AND  

FUTURE PROGRAMME 

 
 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 
RAFA-MSB met on Monday 3rd November for a Branch General Meeting at 11:00 am in Wells 
Golf Club that included a presentation by our new Australian Member, Brian Smith entitled; 
ΨDŜŘ !ȅ !ƭƭΩ, covering his life in the RAAF and beyond.  This was followed by a General Meeting 
that discussed continuity planning for the Branch, feedback on recent events, a report on the 
Association Annual Conference, events for the rest of 2025 and an outline programme for 
2026.  Brian Smith volunteered to be the next Branch Secretary starting at the AGM in March 
2026 and so the Committee Members co-opted him onto the Committee as a ΨaŜƳōŜǊ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΩ until the AGM.  The meeting ended with an optional lunch and drinks from 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳŜƴǳ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊΦ 
 

On Thursday 6th November, Paul and Suzanne Rolfe of the Ad Astra Cider Farm, ran a Quiz 
Night in aid of the Royal Air Forces Association at the Cider Barn, Stone Allerton.  The Branch 
entered a team of six, but eight members attended so two teams of four were fielded: 
ΨbƛƳǊƻŘ ǘƘŜ aƛƎƘǘȅ IǳƴǘŜǊΩ and Ψ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ ±ƛŎǘƻǊǎΩ.  Seventy contestants attended the quiz 
which turned out to be a fun evening, ably supported by the fully stocked bar including the 
wonderful Ad Astra Ciders, beers, wines and spirits plus hot beverages, pizzas and packet 
snacks.  Both the RAFA teams scored in the middle of the board while the financial result was 
a handsome £430 (£350 from the entry fee, £50 donation from the pizza company and the 
winning team donated their £30 cash prize); the £430 will go straight to the 2025 RAFA Wings 
Appeal.  

 
 

On Remembrance Sunday 9th November, Branch members represented the RAFA and laid 
wreaths at nine War Memorials across our area: Axbridge, Cheddar, Glastonbury, Morlands, 
{ƘŜǇǘƻƴ aŀƭƭŜǘΣ {ƘƛǇƘŀƳΣ {ǘ /ǳǘƘōŜǊǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ²ŜƭƭǎΣ {ǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ²ƻƻƪŜȅΣ 
and Street (photos from Axbridge, Cheddar and Wells). 
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DECEMBER & FUTURE PROGRAMME 
RAFA-MSB will hold its Branch Christmas lunch on Saturday 13th December at 12:15 pm in 
Wells Golf Club, Blackheath Lane, Wells, BA5 3DS.  This will be a formal Christmas lunch when 
members will be offered a drink on arrival, a choice of a two or three course lunch (four 
selections for each course chosen in advance by 8th December), ending with coffee and port 
for the Loyal Toast.  Between courses, members will be offered some novelty Christmas 
amusements plus there will be a multi-prize Christmas raffle. 
  

The first RAFA-MSB Event of 2026 will be a Branch Meeting on Monday 5th January at 11:00 
am in Wells Golf Club, Blackheath Lane, Wells, BA5 3DS.  There will be a presentation by a 
speaker (to be announced), ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ нлнс 
activities.  The meeting will end with an optional lunch ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳŜƴǳ ŀƴŘ 
bar. 
 

RAFA-MSB covers BS25, BS26, BS27, BS28, BA4, BA5, BA6, BA16, TA10 and TA11 postal areas.  
The Committee welcomes RAFA Members, current and ex-RAF personnel and reserves, 
current and ex-Commonwealth Air Forces personnel and reserves, members of the RAF 
family and members of the public that support RAFA aims and purposes that live in this area, 
to join us for our Christmas celebration of camaraderie and events in 2026. 
  

For information about any of these events, please contact the Branch via email 
rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com or telephone the Secretary on 01458 224057. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 

 

AID FOR UKRAINE 
Your help is needed NOW more than ever.   
The people of Ukraine are desperately in  

need of the following items: 
 

¶ Warm winter clothes ¶ Tents  

¶ Camping equipment ¶ Sleeping bags 

¶ Kitchen utensils ¶ Crockery and cutlery 

¶ Blankets and bedding ¶ Medical supplies 

¶ Mobility  aids ¶ Wheelchairs 
 

Can you help? 
 

Need items collected?  Contact Martin Spiller on 01934 852295 or 
drop off to Angela Morris at 81 Green Hill Road, Sandford, BS25 5PF 

or call 01934 852327 
 
 

mailto:rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com
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Churchill Music presents:   

Celestia Choir, Directed by David Ogden with Spotlight Sparklers from Yatton and 
Churchill Primary Choirs. 

 
SUNDAY 7th DECEMBER - 3 to 6 pm, St Mary's Church, Church 
Road, Yatton, BS49 4HH. 
 
Step into the festive season with an unforgettable afternoon of 
Christmas music including well-loved traditional carols sung by 
the professional voices of Celestia directed by David Ogden.  
David is celebrated for his inspirational programming and use 
of the performing space, to envelop the audience in beautiful 
music.  This joyful celebration brings together professional 
singers, and the bright young voices of the Spotlight Sparklers, 
(from Yatton and Churchill Primary Schools) for a heart- 
warming concert.  Perfect for all the family.  A delicious tea will 
be served during the interval. 
 

See below for further information and ticket details of this and other events. 
    
 

Churchill Music  
Programme of Events 2025-2026 

  

  

https://churchillmusic.org.uk/   
Tickets: ticketsource.co.uk , holly@churchillmusic.org.uk  

or call Holly Greenwood-Roger on 07442 672805 

Artist  Venue Date & Time Price: 
Champions  

Price: Non -
Champions  

Celestia Choir  with  
Director David Ogden  

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
Yatton, BS49 4HH 

Sunday 7th 
December at 
3pm 

£15.50 
Under 18 
£1.00 

£19.50 
Under 18 
£1.00 

Churchill Young 
Musician of the Year 
2026  

{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
Churchill, BS25 5QW 

Wednesday 28th 
January at 6pm 

£9 
Under 18 free 

£9 
Under 18 
free 

Aquinas Piano Trio: 
Martin Cousin, Ruth 
Rogers & Katherine 
Jenkinson  

{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
Churchill, BS25 5QW 

Sunday 22nd  
March at 3pm 

£15.50 
Under 18 
£1.00 

£19.50 
Under 18 
£1.00 

London Mozart 
Players  

All Saints Church, 
Wrington, BS40 5LF 

Sunday 26th  
April at 3pm 

£15.50 
Under 18 
£1.00 

£19.50 
Under 18 
£1.00 

Royal Marines 
Association Concert 
Band  

Churchill Recreation 
Field, Ladymead Lane, 
Churchill 

Saturday 27th  
June at 3pm 

  
Free 

  
Free 

 
 

 

https://churchillmusic.org.uk/
http://ticketsource.co.uk/
mailto:holly@churchillmusic.org.uk
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CHURCHILL WAR MEMORIAL HALL  
 

Ladymead Lane, Churchill, BS40 5ED 
 

Churchill War Memorial Hall is looking for two volunteers  
to fill these opportunities on the Committee  

 

1.  Committee Secretary - basic admin, correspondence, meetings 
 

2.  Treasurer - invoicing hirers, bill payments  
 

The Committee meets four times a year in January, April, July and October 
 

Could you spare a couple of hours a month to help run and keep this thriving  
village hall a vital part of our community?  If so, we would love to hear from you.  

 

For further information please contact:   Martin Fletcher on 01934 853253 or   
Mimi Simpson  on 01934 853282 / 07814 490370 
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December Word Search 
 

In tƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Christmas Word Search, all the words feature in the famous poem, Ψ¢ƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΩ by Clement C Moore. 
 

There are 25 words hidden in the grid.  Circle the words in the word search as you find them, 
they may be found across, down, diagonally, backwards, and can also overlap with each 
other.  The hidden words are listed beneath the word search.   
 
Answers can be found on page 45.  

.[L¢½9b /¦tL5 C¦w tw9{9b¢{ {¢h/YLbD{ 
/ILab9¸ 5!b/9w ahhb w9Lb599w {¦D!wt[¦a{ 
/IwL{¢a!{  5!{I9w ah¦{9 {!Lb¢ bL/Ih[!{ ¢h¸{ 
/ha9¢ 5hbb9w bLDI¢ {[9LDI ±L·9b 
/w9!¢¦w9 9[C tw!b/9w {bh² ²Lb5h² 
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{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ hǳǊ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
 
!ƴ ¦ƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊ 
 

hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƛƴȅ ǎƘǊŜǿǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΦ 
¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŜƭƭπƘƛŘŘŜƴ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƎƘπǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ ǎǉǳŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ǾŜǊȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŀōƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƴƻǳǘǎΣ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƛǎǘƭƛƴƎ ǿƘƛǎƪŜǊǎΦ 
 

¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ϥƳȅϥ Ŏŀǘ όŀ ǎǘǊŀȅύ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǎƘǊŜǿǎΣ ǎƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŝŀǘǎ ƻƴŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀ ƳƻǳǎŜΦ  
L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘȅΦ  DƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘǊŜǿϥǎ Ŧƭŀƴƪǎ ŜƳƛǘ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŎŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇŜƭǎ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
ŀǎ ŦƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘǎΗ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǎŀƭƛǾŀ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎǘŀǎǘŜŦǳƭΦ  .ƛǊŘǎ Řƻ Ŝŀǘ ǎƘǊŜǿǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻƻǊŜǊ 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƳŜƭƭΦ  {ƘǊŜǿ ƎƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 
 
²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǎƘǊŜǿ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΣ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  
Lƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƳƛƴǳǘƛǾŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ ǘƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿΣ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴŜ 
όǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴύΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘ ŦƻƻŘΦ  ! ǎƘǊŜǿ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƳŜƭƭ ōǳǘ ǇƻƻǊ ŜȅŜǎƛƎƘǘΦ  bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ŝŀǘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǇƛŘŜǊǎΣ ǿƻƻŘ ƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƴŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƭǳƎǎΣ ǎƴŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƳǎΦ  

 
{ƘǊŜǿǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŝŀǘ фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘȅ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ Řŀƛƭȅ 
ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŝŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛŜΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƻǿƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƛŜŦ ǊŜǎǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ƘƻǳǊ ƻǊ ǎƻΦ 
 
¢ƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŎŀǊŎƛǘȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎƘǊŜǿΣ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ōǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƪǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ōƻŘȅΣ ōȅ 
ǊŜŀōǎƻǊōƛƴƎ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻƴπŦŀǘ ǘƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

 

This picture gives an idea of how small a shrew is! 

Shrews are not often seen because they spend time just under the ground, or they scurry 
along tunnel like runways, through tussocky grass, or through leaf litter or soil.  They do not 
hibernate but spend the winter in hedge bottoms, old nests and holes and amongst leaf litter 
(yet another reason for being cautious about strimming). 
 
L ƎǊŜǿ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǎƻΣ ōǳǘ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƭƛǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ р ōŀōƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻƭŘΦ 
 

 
Lǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ǘǊŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ 
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ŦƻƻŘ ς ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜΗ  Lǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ  LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ƭŜŦǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ п ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦƻƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ  
 
bŀƛǾŜƭȅΣ L ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ  bŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊƎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŜΦ 
{ǘƛƭƭ ōŀŎƪΗ  bŜȄǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎȅ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ  .ŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴΣ ŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘΣ 
ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  
 
L ŦŜƭǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎƘǊŜǿǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅΦ  .ǳǘ L ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘƻƳŜ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜΗ 
  
²ƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀ IŀǇǇȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΦ  

 
 

Gift to St Johnôs 
 

On Sunday 9th November, during the Service of Remembrance at St John's Church, Churchill, 
a beautiful communion set, owned by their grandfather, was given to the Church by Shaun 
and Ysanne Taylor, in memory of the Reverend James Taylor who was Parish Priest in 
Churchill during the Second World War, from 1933 to 1945.  In the photograph, Shaun is 
holding the communion set, with Tricia Avery, Churchwarden and the Reverend Warren 
Williams who took the service.  Ysanne is pointing to their grandfather's name on the 
Church's list of past Parish Priests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The family has a further ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ Church; the name of their uncle, Colin 
Birch, appears on the World War 2 memorial in the Churchyard.   
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The Nicene Creed ð 1,300 years old this year  
 

The Nicene Creed - ôWe believe in one God, the Father...õ is a core statement of our beliefs in 

the Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, together with the acceptance of Jesus being born of 

Mary, his Crucifixion and subsequent events of the Resurrection and Ascension.  Among 

other things, it also commits us to our acceptance of ôOne Holy Catholic and Apostolic Churchõ, 

together with ONE Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and our own resurrection to the life 

of the world to come (in Heaven we hope!).   

 

The Creed came out of the First Council of Nicea in 325 attended by many of the Middle 

Eastern Bishops of early Christianity.  It is 

rooted in Scripture; 1 Corinthians 8:6, 

Hebrews 1: 2ð3, John 1: 14 and Matthew 

28:19.  At that time, the acceptance of the 

Trinity was widespread, if not formalised, 

until then.  The 325 version, whilst 

acknowledging the Holy Spirit, did not 

expand to what we accept today of the 

fuller role of an equal part of the Trinity; 

that came following the Council of 

Constantinople in 381 which was attended 

by around 300 Bishops - whether there was 

any representation of the early Church in our islands, is not clear.  

 

Over the centuries, there have been various additions to the Creed as our understanding has 

increased, and there have been changes between ôI believeõ and ôWe believeõ to reflect both the 

individual and corporate statements.  The Apostles Creed, traditionally used at Morning and 

Evening Prayer, is a shorter derivative of the Nicene Creed which is also permitted to be 

used in Communion Services, and that is what we now use in Winscombe, Sandford and 

Churchill.  The corporate reciting of the Creed is a powerful statement of our beliefs.  As 

well as the Anglican, Roman, and Eastern churches which consider themselves catholic in 

nature, versions of the Creed are also used in the many of the Presbyterian, Reformed, Free 

and Orthodox churches, reflecting worldwide cross-denominational Christianity.  

 

The Creed though does not express our other Christian beliefs and practices such as the 

institution of marriage, care of the sick and needy, and general human kindness with respect 

for others.    

 

In conclusion I believe expressing the Creed is as relevant today as ever and we should not 

shy away from it but perhaps it needs some additions to reflect our ways, 1,700 years later.   

Whether there could be world-wide agreement on that latter point is an entirely different 

matter! 

 

John Jenkins 
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Sandford Remembers 
 
hǾŜǊ сл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ IǳƳǇƘǊȅΩǎ DŀǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴŘŦƻǊŘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
8th November at 10.50 am.  The Reverend Ann Ogram led the service at which the wreaths 
were laid and the names of those who died in the first and second world wars, and with the 
UN Peacekeeping Force in the Balkans in 1997, were read out.  The two minutes silence was 
observed at 11.00 am followed by the singing of Ψh DƻŘ ƻǳǊ IŜƭǇ ƛƴ !ƎŜǎ tŀǎǘΩ.  
  
The service then moved to All Saints Church where the Sandford Guides Flag was paraded by 
Janet Avery and laid on the Altar.  This was done in memory of her mother Pam.  The service 
concluded with the singing of the National Anthem.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sandford Helpline 
 

This is a car scheme offering transport to all Sandford residents who 
do not have family or friends to take them to health-related 
appointments including hospitals, dentists or opticians. 
 

We have a small pool of volunteer drivers 

BUT URGENTLY NEED MORE!! 
 

Regular commitment is not necessary and mileage allowance is paid - please 
contact: Chris Noble on 01934 903145 or email: mrs.noble@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mrs.noble@gmail.com
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Wrington Vale Rotary Club     
 
 

Energy for the Future 
Wednesday 5th November saw Wrington Vale Rotary holding another one of their monthly 
Breakfast Meetings with Dr John How holding the assembled audience fascinated with his 
insights into a potential Energy Source of the future, Nuclear Fusion.  This technology, which 
has been in development for many years, holds the promise of being able to supply unlimited 
power with none of the issues of raw materials and waste that our current fission based 
Nuclear Power suffers.  John explained that there are many challenges yet to overcome, to 
make this technology work, with temperatures in excess of the 100 million degrees needed 
to make it work.  This might well take several decades.  He has worked on some of the largest 
experimental Tokamak based machines in the world, with his last endeavours assisting in 
building the ITER machine in the South of France; the largest experimental Fusion Reactor 
under construction in the world.  
 
This talk was one of a series of Breakfast Meetings that are focused on bringing interesting 
speakers and topics to the local community.  They are held at 8:00 am on the first Wednesday 
of the month at Mendip Activity Centre in Sandford.  All are welcome and no need to book. 
 
Interested in Rotary and having fun?  Call Ivor Metherell 07771 712356. 

 

Experimental Fusion Reactor concepts 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Folk ... Yes, but all kinds of music and verse  
Fourth Tuesday each month 7.30 to 10.30 ï just £2 
 

Upstairs Bar, Winscombe Club, 7 Sandford Road - a quiet 
and respectful acoustic space for performers and audience. 
 

Further information from Nigel Carson: 07551 197685 or 
winscombefolkclub@gmail.com - also on Facebook 
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DECEMBER 2025 ï DIARY 
   
TUES 2  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room  
WED 3  10.30am Midweek Informal Service - Lynch Chapel 

7.15pm Choir Practice - St Jamesôs 
THUR 4  9.30am Scramblers - Church Centre  
   10.00am Communion in the Community - Dunster Court 

7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs 
SAT 6  7.30pm Folk at Christmas - Badgerset, Church Centre 
 
SUN 7  2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
   See opposite page for details of services  
TUES 9  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room  
   10.30am Coffee Morning - Church Centre 
WED 10  10.30am Midweek Informal Service - Lynch Chapel 

2.00pm Knit & Natter - Lynch Chapel 
THUR 11  9.30am Scramblers - Church Centre  

7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs  
 
SUN 14  3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
   See opposite page for details of services  
TUES 16  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 

10.30am Coffee Morning - Church Centre 
WED 17  10.30am Midweek Informal Service - Lynch Chapel  

2.45pm Holy Communion - Sewell House 
   7.15pm Choir Practice - St Jamesôs 
THUR 18  7.30pm Bell Ringing - St Jamesôs 
 
SUN 21  4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
   See opposite page for details of services  
TUES 23  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room  
WED 24  CHRISTMAS EVE 
   See opposite page for details of services  
THUR 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
   See opposite page for details of services  
    
SUN 28  1st SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
   See opposite page for details of services  
TUES 30  10.00am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 
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Church Service Times 
Opportunities to Worship in December  

(see page 5 to find out ǿƘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ) 
 

 

Sunday 7th December 8.00 am  {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ BCP Holy Communion  

10.00 am  Church Centre Benefice Sunday Celebration  

Sunday 14th December 11.00 am  All Saints Holy Communion   

11.00 am  {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ Carol Service  

Sunday 21st December 10.00 am 
6.30 pm 

 Church Centre Benefice Holy Communion  

Church Centre Carol Service  

Wednesday 24th December 4.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

11.00 pm 

 Church Centre 
All Saints 
{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

Crib Service 
Carol Service 
Benefice Midnight Communion  

Thursday 25th December 10.00 am 
10.00 am 

 Church Centre 
{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

Holy Communion  
Holy Communion 

Sunday 28th December 11.00 am  All Saints Benefice Holy Communion  
 

Midweek Services  
Every Tuesday       10.00 am Holy Communion at All Saints  
 

Special Services in December 
Thursday 4th December    10.00 am  Holy Communion at Dunster Court  
Sunday 7th December    11.00 am Holy Communion at Sandford Station  
Wednesday 17th December     2.45 pm Holy Communion at Sewell House 
                 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 
Sunday 7th December  
Isaiah 11: 1-10 
Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15: 4-13 
Matthew 3: 1-12 
 

Sunday 14th December  
Isaiah 35: 1-10 
Psalm 146: 4-10 
James 5: 7-10 
Matthew 11: 2-11 

 
 

Sunday 21st December 
Isaiah 7: 10-16 
Psalm 80: 1-8, 18-2 
Romans 1: 1-7 
Matthew 1: 18-end 

Sunday 28th December 
Number 6: 22-end 
Psalm 8 
Gal 4: 4-7 
Luke 2: 15-21 

We remember the families and friends of:   
 

Pamela Avery ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ on Thursday 20th 
November followed by her burial in the Churchyard. 
 

David Gough whose ashes were interred in St JamesΩs Churchyard on Sunday 23rd November.  
 

Margaret Aske ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜ ƻƴ 
Wednesday 26th November followed by her cremation at Sedgemoor Crematorium. 
 

Hazel Dimond whose cremation took place at Weston Crematorium followed by her 
memorial service at Sandford Station, Sandford on Friday 28th November. 
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SANDFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 
 

There was a short AGM at our November meeting.  The Officers of the Club are as follows: 
Chairman, John Dunster; Deputy Chairman, Stephen Threasher; Secretary, Janet Baker and 
Treasurer, John Dunster.  The rest of the Committee were voted en bloc: Tony Callow, Pat 
Jones, Joy Dodd, Penny Bond, Chris Owens and Claire Milkins.  Our President is Marjorie 
Dunster.  
 

We were then treated to a really interesting talk by Nick King entitled, ΨDƻŀǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǊƎŜΩ.  
Nick worked as a police officer for 20 years.  When he retired, he decided to buy a couple of 
Anglo Nubian Goats, primarily for their milk, as he was told that it contained more calcium 
ǘƘŀƴ ŎƻǿΩǎ Ƴƛƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǎǘŜƻǇƻǊƻǎƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-
four!   
 

Nick started making goats cheese in his kitchen and then went on to making soaps, skin 
creams and lotions, bath soaks and gift sets, but to do this they had to move into the garage.  
Nick and his two sons decided to set up a business and also appeared on DǊŀƎƻƴǎΩ 5Ŝƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ нпрΣллл Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ 
products are in over 200 outlets.  
 

Dr Ragh Singh endorsed the products in the Healthy Child Magazine.  All the products are 
known to help people with psoriasis and eczema.  They were approached by Beauty World 
in Dubai; they have signed up for their products.  
 

Nick brought along their products for us to try, and we were able to purchase them.  We wish 
Nick and his sons all the best in their endeavours!  John thanked Nick for his talk. 
 

A lovely finger buffet and wine followed - it was a really sociable evening!   
 

Our next meeting: 

Wednesday 4th February 2026 

Speaker: George Bethell 

Talk entitled: ΨhǳǊ ²ƻǊƪ ŀǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ 
 

Sandford & District Gardening Club meet monthly in Sandford Village Hall at 7.30 pm 
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6 µ~¯zh zryj ®~ «]· ] ´jª· erp ì®q]|y ·~¯í ®~ ®qj 
lovely, kind people who generously give up their 
time to take myself and others to hospital 
appointments, and of course to Mary and Jenny 
o~ª ~ªp]|r«r|p ®qj «fqj{j «~ joorfrj|®z·Ï  6 h~|ï® 
know what we would do without them all.   
 
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas. 
 
Jill Greenway 

 

A grateful resident who 
receives assistance 
from the Winscombe 
Contact Scheme, has 
sent a really lovely 
ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ note - see 
below. 
 
So, if you can help, why 
not take the time to 
get in touch to find out 
more? 
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Local History Corner No. 25 
The New Year 

 
The start of the New Year, was always a moment of great significance for the first farmers to 
settle in the Vale of Winscombe, from the time land first became available for farming over 
3,000 years ago.  It was essential for survival to know exactly when the days stopped getting 
shorter, and when the planting of crops for the new season, could begin.  
 

In order to identify when this time would come, our ancestors would have learned how to 
recognise just where the sun would set when seen from a given point, and from this, know 
the day when the setting sun would cease from its apparent journey north and begin to move 
south again.  This observation point would have been marked in some way and possibly used 
for generations.  It may even have been enhanced in some way, such as digging a circle and 
ditch in the ground around it. 
 

Earth circles have been known to archaeologists for very many years, but their use has 
frequently defied explanation and could be related to dwellings, burials or ritual purposes.  
In the Vale of Winscombe over the past twenty years, five such circles have now been 
identified either from aerial views or by using non-invasive geophysical surveying.  
Archaeological work twenty years ago below Banwell Hill on Broadleaze Farm, with 
permission from the owner, the late John Vowles, has recorded three circular features.  The 
largest measures 200m in diameter, and the writer has been privileged to be able to stand in 
the centre of this circle in the evening of the shortest day of the year and see the sunset over 
Wavering Down following the contour of hill behind the Webbington to the horizon.  A similar 
experience has been encountered looking from a prehistoric vantage point in Old Radnor 
(Powys) looking across the Vale of Radnor to hills beyond.  It is almost certain that these 
circles must have been constructed to identify the turn of the year. 
 

A fourth circle about 60m in diameter was identified from a satellite photograph showing the 
area south of Banwell Castle.  It is not visible on the ground and may have been lost in recent 
road improvement working, although a record of it has been sent to the Somerset Heritage 
Centre.  There are no obvious clues as to its purpose. 
 

The fifth circle, a recent discovery south of the village, has been identified from a lidar image 
which uses radar technology.  This seems to have a diameter in the region of 160m. An 
examination of the landscape suggests that this was located at the crossing point of two pre-
historic trackways.  The location of this circle, with higher ground on all sides except towards 
the east, again suggests that it was used to observe midwinter sunsets, but at the moment 
this can be only speculation, and more work needs to be done. 
 

John Matthews 
 
Correction:  Archaeologist Nick Corcos has corrected a mistake in Local History Corner no.24.   
The origins of the name Oakridge applies to an area of oak trees and does not relate to the 
local geology. 
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There is no market in December or January, but we 
hope to see you on Saturday 21st February 

 

{¢ W!a9{Ω{ 9±9b¢{ ¢9!a 

* QUIZ NIGHT  *  
FRIDAY 30th JANUARY 

{ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ²ƛƴǎŎƻƳōŜ 
Teams of 6 or come along and join others 

£5 per person ς details available soon 
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Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill 
 

Hello everyone! 
 

Last month, I spoke in Parliamentary debates on several subjects ς from Sudan 
ǘƻ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ wŀǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ǳǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴŘƻǳǊΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ΨIƛƭƭǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ [ŀǿΩΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Infected Blood scandal, and prison sentences to Powers of Attorney.  
 

LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅΣ ŎǊƛǎǎ-crossing the constituency visiting schools and 
businesses, harvesting organic walnuts (!) attending meetings and events, and 

speaking with many of you in cafés and pubs at my surgeries. 
 

October marked Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and I gladly attended a Macmillan Coffee Morning 
ƛƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŀǎǘ /ŀƴŎŜǊ bƻǿΩǎ ²ŜŀǊ Lǘ tƛƴƪΗ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
made, awareness raised, and I know that the Prostate Cancer UK campaigns are becoming equally 
important annual events in Parliament too. 
 

I was delighted to attend the launch of the National Parks & National Landscapes All Party 
Parliamentary Group.  The Group aims to press Government to act to protect these precious places 
ŀƴŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ LΩƳ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŜƴŘƛǇ Iƛƭƭǎ to be designated a National 
Park.  LΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ 
 

November is a more sombre month, with remembrance at its core.  This year, Parliament marked 
75 years since the House of Commons chamber was rebuilt, having been bombed during the Second 
World War.  Our communities honour those who lost their lives, particularly in the Great War and 
the Second World War.  Every year I wear both a red and a white poppy.  The red poppy reminds us 
to άnever forgetέ the loss of British military personnel and those allied forces who died alongside 
them.  The white ΨǇŜŀŎŜΩ poppy ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ мфооΦ  Lǘǎ ǇƭŜŀ ƛǎ άnever againέ and is to remember 
everyone who died, those who were physically and mentally injured, made homeless or stateless by 
war.  Civilians are victims of war too, as our daily news broadcasts constantly remind us.   
 

It matters to me to hear what matters to you.  If you have a concern, question or something you 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΣ ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƳŜ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ΨǎǳǊƎŜǊƛŜǎΩΦ  LΩǾŜ 
listed some local dates below, but please contact my office for the full list.  To keep updated on my 
work as your MP, I can also be found on Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Friday 5th December from 10:00 to 11:00 at The Market Kitchen Café, Churchill 
Saturday 6th December from 11:30 to 12:30 at The Lamb Inn, Axbridge 
Monday 8th December from 09:30 to 10:30 at Congresbury Community Café 
Saturday 13th December from 14:00 to 15:00 at The Coffee Bank, Winscombe 
Friday 19th December from 18:00 to 19:00 at The Bell Inn, Banwell 
 

No appointment is necessary - ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳŜΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƳŜΣ LΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ 
to see you.   
 

May I wish you a merry Christmas and a peaceful and happy New Year!   
 

Tessa 
 

You can contact me:  Call:  01934 440639 (answerphone outside office hours) 
Email:  tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk  or Post:  ¢Ŝǎǎŀ aǳƴǘ CǊŜŜǇƻǎǘ όȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƳǇΗύ 
 

You can also contact Patrick Keating, your North Somerset Councillor on 07584 674740 or 
patrick.keating@n-somerset.gov.uk . 

mailto:tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:patrick.keating@n-somerset.gov.uk
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No crib for a bed... when you're fleeing violence  
 
When Chance escaped armed conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), her baby wore only a nappy.  With your support, she can rebuild her 
family's future. 
 
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, let's not forget communities affected by 
conflict.  While many of us share a joyful and peaceful Christmas in our homes and churches, we 
invite you to consider families like Chanceôs, facing unimaginable hardship after fleeing violence. 
 
Chance lived in a small farming community in the eastern region of DRC.  When violence reached 
her village, Chance had to make an impossible choice, but she knew her family had to escape to 
survive.  Chance isnôt alone.  Sheôs one of millions forced from their homes in the DRC ï one of the 
largest, and now most urgent, humanitarian crises of our time. 
 
Though Chance is a resourceful mother, she's running out of options, because of a situation that's 
heartbreakingly beyond her control.  Her days are filled with worry about how to feed her children, 
keep them healthy and hold onto hope for their future. 
 
Exploitation and conflict mean millions of people in the DRC live in extreme poverty.  The DRC has 
vast amounts of natural resources.  Conflict between armed groups to gain access to these 
resources is an issue for us all across the world. 
 
The tragedy of DRC may seem removed and distant to us.  But almost all of us will have something 
from DRC in our homes.  The metal cobalt is found in all kinds of technology, especially rechargeable 
batteries like those in your mobile phone; 70% of the worldôs cobalt comes from DRC. 
 
How can you help?  
When every essential is out of reach, our partners offer families like Chanceôs a vital 
lifeline.  Your support funds cash grants that help mothers buy the food and medicine 
their children need.  Please support Christian Aidôs Christmas appeal.  You can make 
a donation, and read more about how weôre helping mothers like Chance here:  
https://fundraise.christianaid.org.uk/envelope-2025/winscombesandfordchurchill 
 
 

 

 
 

  

Pastoral Care Team  
Do you know someone who is feeling lonely, 
isolated or in need, for any reason? 
 

Or perhaps you have a prayer request?   
 

If yes, please get in touch - our Pastoral Care 
Team is on hand to offer support. 
 
 

If you do need support or would like further information,   
please contact Reverend Pauline Nixon 

07511 935860 or email revpolly@gmail.com 

 

https://fundraise.christianaid.org.uk/envelope-2025/winscombesandfordchurchill
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                  RNLI MENDIP BRANCH                   
  

RNLI MENDIP CELEBRATED 220th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR 
RNLI Mendip Branch celebrated its inaugural Trafalgar Night on Tuesday 21st October at 
Mendip Spring Golf and Country Club, Congresbury and was attended by 42 guests.  The 
evening followed the traditional ΨTrafalgar Dinner formatΩ with roast beef as the main dish, 
the ΨThree ToastsΩ and ended with the Navy and RNLI hymn, ΨEternal Father Strong to SaveΩ. 
The Guest Speaker, Mark Dowie CBE, the former CEO of the RNLI (see photo), gave an 
interesting overview of his involvement with the RNLI starting with his role at Salcombe 
Lifeboat Station, followed by leading the whole organisation as CEO through the COVID 
pandemic, the controversy of the Channel migrant rescues and the difficult economic times 
caused by the Ukraine war and fuel costs.  Although the accounts for the event are not yet 
finalised, it is clear the profit will be in excess of £1,000; a good result for a first effort.  The 
golf club has been booked for a repeat event in 2026. 
 

   
 
RNLI MENDIP BRANCH POP-UP SALE ς SATURDAY 8th NOVEMBER 
The Branch held a Pop-Up Sale inside Winscombe Community Centre from 10:00 am ς 12:00 
noon.  The sale included larger items that were donated, jigsaws, Christmas stocking fillers, 
Christmas cakes and puddings, spring bǳƭōǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎΩǎ tools and domestic items, a multi-prize 
Christmas raffle and refreshments.  Footfall was steady but less than in 2024 but, 
nevertheless, the sale raised the sum of £958 on the day but there is still more money to 
come from post-event on-line sales.  The Mendip team were joined by two ladies from the 
Portishead Branch who brought RNLI Christmas cards, calendars and diaries and they made 
over an additional £300 in sales, so a good day for the RNLI. 
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RNLI MENDIP FOLK CONCERT ΨDw!bb¸Ω{ !¢¢L/Ω - SATURDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 
The RNLI Mendip Branch presented a concert by the folk trio ΨDǊŀƴƴȅΩǎ !ǘǘƛŎΩ ƛƴ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩs 
Church Centre, Winscombe. The concert was organised by James Barattini as part of his 
ΨWinscombe FolkΩ series and at the time of sending to press, 90 tickets had been sold.  The 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ōȅ DǊŀƴƴȅΩǎ !ǘǘƛŎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
visit.  It was a pleasure to welcome back Cohen Braithwaite-Kilcoyne (melodeon, Anglo 
concertina, and vocals), George Sansome (guitar and vocals), and Lewis Wood (violin and 
vocals).  Photographs and results will be available in the next edition 
 
RNLI MENDIP BRANCH REINDEER RUN - SUNDAY 30th NOVEMBER 
Sadly, the Reindeer Run had to be cancelled due to lack of preparation time and over 
commitment of the Branch Committee; basically, it was one event too many to organise in a 
single month. 
 
TESCO SUPERMARKETS IN SOMERSET SUPPORT RNLI MENDIP BRANCH 
RNLI Mendip Branch is pleased to announce that three separate TESCO supermarkets in our 
area are supporting the RNLI by authorising RNLI Bucket Collections in their stores during 
December.  On Saturday 6th December the TESCO, Wells Store will host our team between 
9:30 am and 5:00 pm together with ΨStormy Stan and Stormy SonnyΩ in attendance.  On Friday 
12th December the TESCO Nailsea Store will host our team over the same time period and, 
on Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December, the TESCO Shepton Mallet Store will follow 
their annual tradition and host our team from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm with ΨStormy Stan and 
Stormy SonnyΩ in attendance plus a supply of carrots to give to {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ Ǌeindeers that evening! 
 
VOBSTER SANTA DIVE ς SUNDAY 14th DECEMBER 
Once again, the Vobster Quay Activity Centre is hosting their Charity Santa Scuba Diving 
event to raise money for the RNLI and Help for Heroes at the Vobster Quay Activity Centre, 
Upper Vobster, Radstock, Somerset, BA3 5ZG.  Their members will be strapping on fluffy 
white beards and squeezing into poorly-fitting Santa suits to hit the water en-masse in an 
effort to raise money for these two very deserving charities.  RNLI Mendip members will be 
in attendance supported by ΨStormy Reindeer and Stormy SonnyΩ, alongside the Branch stall. 
 
RNLI MENDIP BRANCH ANNUAL SUPER QUIZ ς SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2026 
The first RNLI Winscombe Branch Event of 2026 will be our Annual Super Quiz at 7:00 pm on 
Saturday 31st January in Shipham Village Hall, New Road, Winscombe, BS25 1SG.  The quiz 
will be for teams of six (£12.50 per head or £75 per team) and the ticket price includes the 
usual mega pƭƻǳƎƘƳŀƴΩǎ supper, a bar and a multi-prize raffle.  Doors will open at 7:00 pm 
and the quiz will begin at 7:30 pm.  Contact Tina Joyce by email meejlfh@gmail.com or 
telephone 01934 842304 for more details. 
 
OCTOBER SHOUTS 
In October there were 7 ΨǎhoutsΩ between three of our four Somerset Lifeboat Stations 
(Burnham-on-Sea ς 1, Portishead ς 2, Weston-super-Mare ς 6).  

mailto:meejlfh@gmail.com


44 
 

On Wednesday 16th October, The Weston D Class lifeboat was launched at 7:34 pm after a 
police report to conduct a search for a missing person in the Brean Down area while the 
Burnham crews were tasked at 7:50 pm to assist on the Brean side of Brean Down. Burnham-
on-{ŜŀΩǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ур ƭƛŦŜōƻŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘΣ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊƴƘŀƳΩǎ 5 Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
lifeboat.  The launch lasted around 3 hours before low water, and use of the D class, 
potentially enhanced the ability to search in low water, closer to the shore.  All lifeboat crews 
were stood down after police on shore had located the casualty, safe and well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Quiz Answers 
 

Here are the answers to our Christmas themed quiz. 

Did you discover the link?  It is the word ȬÔÕÒËÅÙȭ!   

 

Here are the answers with some explanation.  

1. Thanksgiving Day ɀ when turkey is traditionally served. 

2. Snood ɀ Á ÆÌÅÓÈÙȟ ÁÐÐÅÎÄÁÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÎÇÓ ÏÖÅÒ Á ÔÕÒËÅÙȭÓ ÂÅÁËȢ 

3. Istanbul ɀ a major city in Turkey. 

4. Gobble ɀ the noise male turkeys make. 

5. St Nicholas ɀ was born in what is now modern-day Turkey. 

6. Ottoman ɀ the Ottoman Empire was defeated in WW1 and 
replaced with the Republic of Turkey. 

7. Crescent Moon ɀ appears on the flag of Turkey. 

8. The Little Red Hen ɀ hen is the name for a female turkey. 

9. Wattle ɀ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÅÓÈÙ ÆÌÁÐ ÏÆ ÓËÉÎ ÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÔÕÒËÅÙȭÓ ÔÈÒÏÁÔȢ 

10. Ephesus ɀ situated in modern Turkey 
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December Word Search Answers 
 
Did you find all the words from Ψ¢ƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ .ŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΩ? 
  

 

 

Churchill and Langford Ladies Lunch Club 
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month 

at The Churchill Inn, Churchill at 12.30 pm for 1.00 pm 

£17 per head for a 2-course lunch with coffee 

Pre-booking is essential 

Contact Margaret Avery on 07725 056051 for further details 

Please note that the lunch is limited to residents of the two villages or those that have  

moved away but wish to stay in contact with friends 
 


