Churchill Parochial Church Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 23rd June 2025
At 2:30pm at the home of Mr and Mrs R Dales, Churchill

PRESENT:	Mrs E Stocks (ES); Mrs W Humm (WH); Mr D Hurst (DH); Mrs S Dales (SD); Revd. P Nixon (PN); Mrs A Baker (AB); Mrs P Hurst (PH); Mrs H Walker (HW).

The meeting was opened with a prayer by PH.

:Mrs                          	          APOLOGIES:	 	 Mrs P Avery; Mrs M Avery and Mr R Dales.

MINUTES OF MEETING	Minutes were agreed and duly signed.  
Dated 12th May 2025	Proposer: HW; Seconder AB.
	
MATTERS ARISING:	None
						
CHURCHWARDEN’S ITEMS  (Report passed from PA to PH)
	
a) Protec Alarm System
The work detailed in the first phase of the proposed work has now been completed.  The wire that went through the south door step was badly corroded, this has been replaced and it would appear that this has solved the other problems highlighted during the last service.  The technician has suggested that we wait until next year’s service before having any other work done. 

b) Flower Festival
Plans are in place for the Flower Festival this weekend with a plea for cakes and support during the two days.  200 postcards have now been donated to MA for her display and sale.  

c) ‘Begging’ letter
Already 2 or 3 donations have been received following the letter sent out.

VACANCY

Following the disappointing news that the first advertisement failed to attract any applicants, a revised timetable has been laid out as follows:-

27th June/4th/11th/18th July	Advert in Church Times and Diocesan Website
23rd July				Closing date for applications
29th July				Shortlisting – 7pm by Zoom
16th September			Informal visits by candidates
17th September			Interviews


SAFEGUARDING

PH reported that Mr Simon Crew has become a Churchwarden at All Saints in Sandford so new posters have been produced to reflect the new list of Churchwardens for the Safeguarding information.

PN reminded PH that there was one outstanding DBS check that needed updating.
Action PH

Item for July agenda – Finding out how welcoming we are as a church.
Action ES and PH

FINANCE

RD was unfortunately unable to attend the meeting due to ill health but SD reported on his behalf.

Some money has been taken out of the B&W Trustee Account for the purchase of a new mower.

The Diocese has now repaid the money used to cover clergy fees during the vacancy.

(PN requested expense claim forms also so that the money could be claimed from the Diocese and then paid back to the church for her fees.)
Action ES
No more news relating to the legacy.

REPORTS

a) Deanery Synod
Committee members had received a questionnaire from the Deanery to be filled in and returned by the beginning of September.  It was agreed that the Committee would fill it in individually and then discuss as a group at the July meeting.
Action Committee Members

DH reported that the Deanery Mission Plan priorities are as follows:-

· College in Weston – building on work carried out by Chaplain Julie Birkett.
· Magnificat Estates – supporting initiative for St Barnabus.  Funding for Nicky Pybus expires end of June at the Bournville estate.
· Youth Hubs – drop in and after school clubs seeking to meet the needs of rural parishes – in particular exploring opportunities at Churchill Academy with St John’s church.
· Hubs for older people – actively supporting the work initiated by many parishes across the Deanery.

b) Fundraising 
· Flower Festival planned for Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th June with a theme of ‘What do you wear to church’ with original postcards for sale.
· High and Dry Concert in August – date tbc.

c) Reading Room
Cream Tea planned for Saturday 30th August 2-4pm as a fundraising activity.

d) Stable
No news.

	e)  Primary School 
PN reported that the Church School Day had gone down very well and she had received very positive feedback at the Governors meeting.  

PN and PH had both attended the SIAMS briefing at Wells recently which they said had been very good and Churchill Primary School is due a SIAMS  inspection next term.

WH said that she had some school approved photographs from the Church School Day which she would like to display in the church and asked if there were any display boards available.  Request to go to PA.

Correspondence
Information regarding PCC’s responsibilities for the churchyard – rules have been re-defined.  Information available on the Connect newsletter which ES said she would share round with the rest of the Committee.
Action ES
AOB
PN reminded the committee that there was due to be a Pet Service at the Church Centre next Sunday 6th July at 10am.

Dates of the next meetings

Monday 28th July 2025 at 3:30pm at ‘Four Winds’, Dinghurst Road

The meeting closed at 3:40pm.


******************************************************************
