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Who’s Who in Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill Churches 
 

Vicar     Reverend Andrew Hiscox  07970 011502 
St James the Great, Winscombe  The Vicarage, 11 Holstein Avenue,  
All Saints, Sandford   Winscombe, BS25 1EJ 
St John the Baptist, Churchill  rev.andrew.hiscox@hotmail.com   

 

Church Centre Office   52 Woodborough Road,   01934 844650 
       Winscombe, BS25 1BA  
 

PCC Secretary    William Du Croz    07960 697874 
       wducroz@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Churchwardens 
St James the Great, Winscombe  Derrick Claridge    01934 843014 

       winscombechurchwarden@gmail.com  
       Ian Hine    01934843961 
       winswarden2@outlook.com 
 

All Saints, Sandford   Diana Williams    01934 852449  
       sandfordchurchwarden@gmail.com  
       Douglas Ogram 
       douglas@ogram.com   01934 820972 
 

St John the Baptist, Churchill  Tricia Avery    01934 852360 
       averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk  
 
  Pastoral Care Co-ordinator  Reverend Pauline Nixon   07511 935860 
       revpolly@gmail.com 

Churchill Methodist    
Minister    Reverend Meg Slingo   01934 852314 
Pastor     Ken Young    01934 852686 

 
Lynch Chapel     The Lynch, Winscombe, BS25 1AR 
Pastor/Minister   Reverend Duncan Tuck   01934 733886 

 
Sidcot Quakers 
Meeting House    Oakridge Lane, Sidcot, BS25 1LT  01934 843065 

  Roman Catholics   Our Lady Queen of Apostles,  01458 8359  
       Cheddar  

2. 

We hope you will enjoy this copy of ‘Signpost’. 
 
Future copies will be available by email or can be downloaded from the church website: 
www.winsandchurches.org.uk 
 
If you would like to receive future copies in colour, electronically, please send your email address 
to parishmag2@gmail.com 
 
A limited number of black and white printed copies are available from some local shops, each of 
our churches and the Church Centre (St James’s Church Hall). 
 
If you are unable to receive your copy by downloading it or by email please telephone the Church 
Office (01934 844650) and leave a message including your full name and address. 
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This magazine is one of the ways we are fulfilling our New Vision 
 

 
What’s in a Name? 

You will probably be reading this article in July, or maybe even in 

August. Both of these months were named after Roman emperors – 

Julius (meaning ‘downy-bearded’) and Augustus (‘majestic’) Caesar. 

We may not remember the meaning of their names, but their names 

will live on for a long time because of our calendar. 

Have we ever thought about what our names mean? Are we anything 

like the meaning of our names? My name, Pauline, means ‘small’ and 

any of you who know me will realise how right that is for me, as I 

never made it to the giddy heights of 5 feet tall! 

In the Bible Jesus is given many names. So, let’s see how fitting they are for Him. Firstly, 

Jesus. This was quite a common Hebrew name derived from ‘Yeshua’ or ‘Joshua’, which 

means ‘God saves’. We read in Matthew’s Gospel that this was the name that the angel 

told Joseph to give to Mary’s son when he was born. To distinguish him from other Jesus’s 

of his time he was known as Jesus of Nazareth. 

We are called the Christian Church after the other name we know Jesus by, ‘Christ’,  a 

Greek word which means ‘the anointed one’. (In Hebrew this word is translated as 

‘Messiah’). So here we have Jesus Christ, God’s anointed one who saves. Which is just what 

he did and still does! 

In fact, Jesus is given nearly two hundred different names or titles in the Bible, such as 

‘Bread of Life’, Light of the World’, ‘Lamb of God’ or ‘Prince of Peace’. You might like to look 

up some of the others. 

Yet in Matthew’s Gospel, the angel told Joseph about another name for Jesus. He said, 

‘They will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us’’. 

‘God is with us’, that is truly who Jesus is. He is the one who promised to be with us always, 

in the good times and in the not so good, through the power of his Holy Spirit. Whoever we 

are, whatever our name is, that promise is for us. 

So when we think about Jesus Christ in the future, let’s not forget that he truly lives up to 

his name, ‘God’s anointed one who saves’, and let’s also call him Immanuel, for he is truly 

God with us, now and always. 

Reverend Pauline Nixon    3. 
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Signpost - The Parish Magazine 
This magazine is created by volunteers from the Anglican Churches in the Benefice of 
Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill.  It aims to serve and reach out to the local village 
communities and in doing so provide opportunities for the residents to become more 
aware of activities across all Christian denominations and within our villages. 
 
Next Month’s Magazine 
The deadline for the August Magazine is Sunday 17th July (a week later than usual).  
Please submit items as Word documents to parishmag2@gmail.com which should be no 
longer than 400 words.  If you are including photographs please ensure that you have the 
permission of anyone appearing in the photograph for them to be published in this 
magazine.  Please supply high resolution photographs as jpegs. 
 
The Editorial Team reserve the right to amend or reformat submitted articles. 
 
We are producing limited printed copies of ‘Signpost’ and encourage as many people as 
possible to receive their copy electronically. 
If you would like to receive future editions of this magazine by email please send your 
email address to parishmag2@gmail.com  
 
Our Website 
www.winsandchurches.org.uk  
 
Our website is the ‘go to place’ for information about our Churches and activities.  It is 
regularly updated with the latest news and information. 
 

❖ Home Page:  latest news, monthly service plan 

❖ Our Vision: find out about our plans for the future 

❖ Church Life: our activities and groups  

❖ Our Podcasts and Videos: a library of Church services to watch or listen to 

❖ Parish Magazine: download the latest copy and find out how to contribute 

❖ Hire A Venue: how to hire our Church Centre, Churches and meeting rooms 

 
 

 

How To Find Our Churches - If you need directions to:- 
 St James the Great Church, Church Lane, Winscombe, BS25 1DE  
 All Saints Church, Hill Road, Sandford, BS25 5NY 
 St John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Churchill, BS25 5QW  
 Church Centre, 52 Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA 

Please use your Satnav with the postcodes, or visit the website www.achurchnearyou.com 

mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
http://www.winsandchurches.org.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/


 

Royal Celebrations in Winscombe and Sandford 

If we needed an excuse to get the community together after the past two 

years of the pandemic, then the Platinum Jubilee was perfectly timed!  The 

idea for celebrating the Platinum Jubilee in Winscombe and Sandford was first muted in 

November 2020. During 2021, a series of open meetings were held at which ideas for the 

celebrations were floated, the membership of the steering group was established and 

fundraising started. The outcome of all this preliminary work was a programme of events in 

2022 as we all came together to celebrate the unique Platinum Jubilee. Our aim was to bring 

the Jubilee celebrations to the doorsteps of the residents of Winscombe and Sandford. 

The opening events happened on 6th February which was the actual 70th Anniversary of the 

Queen acceding to the throne. A Service of Thanksgiving and ceremonial Tree Plantings in 

Sandford and Winscombe marked this special day. 

On 22nd May, flags and bunting started to appear around the 

villages  and it was great to see more homes joining in the 

‘Bunting Bonanza’ in the following days.  

Our first event was a delightful concert given by the Winscombe 

Community Singers held in the Atrium in Sandford Station on a 

very hot day. The audience was treated to a World Premiere of 

one song and a cream tea was served in the interval. 

This was followed by a fascinating talk given by Lois Brenchley at which 

she showed us what life was like in our Parish in the 1950s, for many in 

the audience, a lovely trip down memory lane.  

Food and drink are always a lovely way to bring people together and this 

was highlighted  with a Jubilee Coffee Morning in the Church Centre in 

Winscombe and a Jubilee High Tea  in All Saints Church in Sandford. 

On the evening of 2nd June, we joined in the national 

lighting of beacons with Mike Williamson 

(Winscombe) and John Thatcher (Sandford) 

performing each of the lighting ceremonies. Good 

crowds attended both events. 
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And thus we came to the ‘Big Event’ – the Jubilee Grand Festival on the War Memorial 

Recreation Ground in Winscombe. Over 3,000 people attended during the afternoon, and 

whilst strong winds curtailed some of the activities, we were blessed with a dry afternoon 

and everyone enjoyed themselves.  

 

‘Services of Thanksgiving’ took place at both St James’s and All Saints, the latter finishing with 

bubbly and  jubilee cake to toast the Queen, the church and everyone in the local community. 

These were followed by street parties which brought the weekend activities to a close. 

The final event, on Saturday 11th June, 

was a memorable concert of sea shanties 

and folk music  in St James’s Church given 

by two local groups, ‘High & Dry’ and 

‘Badgerset’. A thoroughly entertaining 

evening. 

 

None of this could have happened without a great effort by many volunteers and some 

generous financial support. On behalf of the whole community of Winscombe and Sandford, 

a very big thank you to everyone who helped make it all happen. It has been encouraging to 

hear people saying “When will the next Festival be?” If you would like to join the Team, please 

get in touch. 

William Du Croz (wducroz@hotmail.co.uk) 

Chairman 

Winscombe and Sandford Festivals and Flags Group. 
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The Platinum Jubilee in Churchill and Langford 

Back in August 2021, the Churchill and Langford Village Fund met to discuss The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee Weekend and agreed that if the parish was going to celebrate then we 
should do so in style. Accordingly, a dedicated band of volunteers planned four days of events 
centred around a huge bunting and flag bedecked marquee at Churchill Recreation Ground. 
Including lighting a beacon, music nights, a community tea party and The Big Jubilee Lunch. 
 

 
 
 
As if this was not enough, a scarecrow 
trail was organised to run for the entire 
week which encouraged young and old 
to walk around the villages to see the 
creations ranging from Her Majesty 
parachuting into the 2012 Olympics to 
Sir Edmund Hilary summiting Mount 
Everest, including this John Lennon ‘All 
You Need is Love’ creation. 
  
 

The iconic village clock tower built to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee was 
open to the public as were the three local church buildings. 
 
We now know that the entire country flocked to events up and down the land, but the 
volunteers awaited the BBQ and beacon lighting planned for Thursday 2nd June with a fair 
degree of trepidation – would anyone come? 
 
Of course, they did! 

Many hundreds came to watch Trevor 
Smallwood OBE, a Deputy Lieutenant of 
Somerset, light the beautiful wrought iron 
beacon made by artist blacksmith, Sam 
Bailey. As the flames flickered into a 
stunning June night sky, the villagers of 
Churchill and Langford sang the national 
anthem for the first of many times over the 
weekend and added their good wishes to 
those of a grateful nation 
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Events followed in quick succession over the 
following days. A tea party was held on the Friday, 
ostensibly for older members of the community 
who were conveyed to the marquee by the two 
community minibuses, but it was soon apparent 
that young and old were enjoying the copious 
quantities of tea, scones and cakes provided by the 
combined efforts of the local church congregations. 
 A ‘scratch’ brass band kept all entertained with a 
medley of well-known and patriotic tunes. 

 
That evening, the Old Fox Band struck up barn dance tunes as neighbours jigged, reeled and 
hornpiped together with varying degrees of success, but always accompanied by smiles and 
laughter. 
 

 
 
Saturday brought a music night with 
live band Replica Sams, DJ B Amanda 
and host Zena ensuring over 300 
guests could rock the night away. A 
huge hog roast provided much-
needed sustenance. 
  
 
 

 
A change of pace on the last day of celebrations saw a service conducted by the combined 
Parish churches followed by The Big Jubilee Lunch with music provided by Congresbury Brass. 
Theo, the big yellow bird, made an appearance to keep the younger folks entertained. 
 
As the flags and bunting were stored away for a future coronation the parishioners of 
Churchill and Langford could look back with immense pride on a Platinum Celebration that 
reignited the community spirit of our joint villages and provided some wonderful memories 
that will live in our hearts and minds for many years to come. 
 
  
All photos courtesy of the author or James Johnson @jamesejphotography 
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Platinum Jubilee High Tea -Thursday 2nd June 
 

A  Platinum Jubilee High Tea for retired residents  was held at All Saints Church on Thursday 
2nd June, funded by a generous grant from the St Monica’s Trust  
 

Over 50 people attended, served by 10 volunteers. It started with a toast to the Queen with 
glasses of bubbly and the National Anthem..  We tucked into sandwiches (with the crusts cut 
off), cheese scones and  sweet scones with jam and clotted cream.  The tea finished off with 
a wonderful selection of cakes.   
 

Entertainment was provided by the Fab Twins, a Beatles acoustic harmony tribute duo,  from 
Bristol, who sang songs from 50’s, 60’s and 70’s. The afternoon concluded with a very 
enthusiastic rendering of  the Platinum Jubilee song ‘Sweet Caroline’. 
 

Everyone was given a copy of ‘Our Faithful Queen; 70 Years of Faith and Service’ by Catherine 
Butcher, as they left, a lovely memento of this special occasion. 
 

Thanks to all those who helped on the day, baked cakes and scones and made sandwiches.  
This was truly a day to remember.   
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Winscombe Village Show  
10th  September 2022 

1.30 pm - 4.00 pm 
Winscombe Community Centre 

Sandford Road 
 

This is the relaunch of the former, much loved, Michaelmas Fair. 
The Show will once again feature classes in horticulture, 

baking, photography and crafts, open to all Winscombe and 
Sandford parishioners. 

Please look in your free programme (which will be delivered 
to every home in Winscombe and Sandford)  for details. 

There will also be the usual games and competitions, raffle, 
stalls and attractions for all the family.  

Come along and join the fun! 
 

******************************************************************** 
 

All Saints Church Community Café 
 

All Saints Church Community Café  
Saturday 2nd July 

From 10.30am to 12.30pm 
at Sandford Village Hall 

 
We serve coffee, a variety of teas and soft drinks along with 

homemade cakes, biscuits and soup. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Providing that the building works are complete the cafe will be back at  
All Saints on Saturday 6th August 
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Supporting Your Local Foodbanks 
 

Our churches support the Cheddar Valley  
Foodbank and the Foodbank based at the For All 
Healthy Living Centre in Bournville, Weston-Super-
Mare.  
 

With the rise in the cost of living the Foodbanks are in even more demand and your 
contributions are much appreciated. As the summer holidays approach this will put even 
more strain on family budgets so please help if you can. 
 

There are collection baskets for each village in each of the churches and at the Church 
Centre. 
 

These are some of the items that can be donated and are always gratefully received. 
❖ Soup – packet and tinned ❖ Tinned vegetables 
❖ Instant mashed potato ❖ Tinned fish 
❖ Cereals ❖ UHT milk 
❖ Sauces – tins and jars of pasta sauce ❖ Main meals in tins (no Fray Bentos pies please) 
❖ Tinned cold meat – corned beef, spam etc ❖ Squash 
❖ Long life fruit juices ❖ Paper goods – toilet roll, kitchen roll etc. 
❖ Desserts – tinned fruit, rice pudding, sponge ❖ Custard – tinned or instant 
❖ Pasta, rice, instant noodles ❖ Tea bags, coffee, hot chocolate 
❖ Sugar ❖ Biscuits 
❖ Personal items – soap, toothbrushes & paste ❖ Men’s and ladies’ toiletries 
❖ Confectionery ❖ Snack bars and crisps 

For the summer holidays donations of small packs of crisps and other snacks, cereal and chocolate bars, 

squash and sandwich fillings are needed. 

*************************************************************************************** 

Christian Aid Week: Result 
It is marvellous to report that over £1,600 was 
raised for Christian Aid as a result of the donations 
made by many during Christian Aid Week. Thank 
you to everyone who made a donation - your gift 
will make a difference. It will enable Janet Zirugo to 
grow food for her grandchildren using drought 
resistant seeds. Your kind gifts will fill families like 
hers with hope. 

 
The collection was organised by your local Christian Aid Committee - a small group, but 
perhaps not perfectly formed at the moment! We are looking for a few more people 
to join us and give us a fresh perspective on fundraising for this important charity. If 
you think you can help, please contact William Du Croz, Secretary on 07960 697874. 
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Messy Church in June. 

Pentecost! Such a wonderful theme! Our drama was called “The Helper Arrives” and 
retold the story of the Holy Spirit’s first coming to Peter and the other disciples!  

We thought about how the Holy Spirit brings His fruits of love, joy and peace  in our 
lives. We had 4 craft activities that the children all enjoyed.  

Most of the children who attended got involved with each craft activity in turn, and 
enjoyed the atmosphere. They made wonderful fondant icing fruit, some carefully 
coloured fruit worksheets, mobiles depicting the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove with 
flames of fire dropping down below, and beautifully coloured pictures of the disciples 
with the Holy Spirit’s flame upon their heads.  

We pray the blessing of God’s Holy Spirit will be poured upon the hearts not just the 
families who came, but also upon the helpers who offer their service to Messy Church. 

 

Messy Church will be meeting again on Saturday 2nd  July at the Church Centre from 
2.30 pm to 4.00pm. Do come along and join in the fun. 

For more information visit our Facebook page  ‘Winsand Churches Messy Church’. 

Liz Harland 
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Refresh-men-t is our monthly breakfast at the Railway Inn, Sandford. 

 So far this year, we have enjoyed an uninterrupted run of meetings with great speakers 

and one session for discussion.  

Our last gathering before the summer break will be on Saturday July 16th at 9.15am with 

breakfast served at 9.30am.  Our speaker on this occasion will be Reverend Ian Bowley from 

Yatton Baptist Church. He has worked for 14 years in the Far East including Laos. We can 

look forward to a very interesting talk, based on his time there.  

If you have not already been to one of our fine breakfasts, you probably know someone 

who has. Do ask them about our monthly breakfasts, or better still tag along with them.  

Current members should respond to the invitation sent out by email from Tim Harland. The 

usual delicious full English breakfast will be available. If you need an alternative please 

arrange this with Tim. Please reply to Tim by 9th July.  

We look forward to your company. 

*************************************************************************** 
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Local History Corner 

Bones and a Bishop 
Few people living in the area realise that our everyday lives have been affected by events that took 

place many thousands of years ago. Ten thousand years ago the last Ice Age came to an end. The 

vast ice sheets that had covered Britain as far south as the Severn estuary began to retreat, leaving 

areas of tundra  which had become a natural route for many hundreds of thousands of  herbivores 

migrating between winter grazing in the southwest and summer pastures in the midlands. This route 

was fraught with dangers for migrating animals and inevitably many were taken by predators or fell 

into natural crevices or fissures in the limestone hills on their journey. Trackways made by these 

creatures across the terrain would undoubtedly make use of natural gaps in the line of hills; many 

of these we still use today as roads and lanes.  

Miners in the eighteenth and early nineteenth 

centuries recognised a number of locations where 

the bones of these animals had been found. They 

had been deposited either by being washed deeper 

into the hills or carried down by scavengers, and 

bone caves are recorded in a number of places.  It is 

still possible to find in fields locally the occasional 

fossilised bone from this era: I have on my desk a toe 

bone of an aurochs (a huge ox-like mammal) which 

was recently picked up in Rowberrow. 

Caves at the western end of Banwell Hill were one of the major sites for such deposits.  Here in 1824 

they were opened up and later came into the possession of George Henry Law, Bishop of Bath and 

Wells, who thought the bones were evidence of the Biblical Flood. A repository for the bones called 

an osteoicon (intentionally boat-shaped!) was erected by him for their display. This has recently 

been reconstructed on the original foundations by the present owners. 

The retreat of the ice sheets had two major effects: the sea level rose as the ice melted, and the 

removal of the weight of ice from the earth’s crust allowed the ground level to rise. This latter effect 

was not permanent and the ground level now continues to rise and fall in ever decreasing amounts 

over periods measured in centuries and can still be recorded. This was sufficient to cause problems 

with the construction and maintenance of local Roman and mediaeval harbours and is probably the 

reason why historic access by boat to the Severn has in a number of instances been lost.  

           John Matthews 

References: Knight, Francis A., 1902. The sea-board of Mendip. London. 

   McDonald, Gordon A.K.,  (Chairman of Severn Tidal Research Group),Tidal aggression,  

  Independent Archaeology Newsletter 37, Sept 2000, 1-4  

  Picture: Toe bone of an aurochs (bos primogenus)  c.10,000 BC from Rowberrow  (Published 

  in SANHS News no.87 Spring 2013) 
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From The Lynch Chapel 

Having recently returned from holiday in a hot country I have been struck by how beautiful 

our countryside is and how green everything is.  

I know many of us take the time to enjoy the views in our area but its good be reminded of 

how lucky we are to live in Winscombe and the surrounding areas.  

A friend was recently showing a New Zealand visitor around Bristol.  The visitor was amazed 

at the wonderful buildings which we often rush past on our way to the shops or the hospital, 

taking little notice of their design.  

When we go to church each week, do we even pause to think how lucky we are that we can 

go without fear of persecution or the need to meet secretly?  Although life is difficult for 

many people, especially at the moment, it is good to stop and be grateful for the things we 

have. As the hymn says, ‘Count your many blessings, name them one by one’. 

At Lynch Chapel we are blessed in that we can enjoy good fellowship together each week and 

know that our community cares for each other.  We are able to experience a range of 

preachers who give up their time to come and share God’s message with us each week from 

across the area.  

Which blessing will you be thankful for this week? 

Alison Waite 

*************************************************************************** 
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 July Quiz 
 

 
1. Which USA President first held a Fourth of July celebration for guests at the White House? 
 

2. In which city would you see the July Column? 
 

3. What are the two star signs for July? 
 

4. Who was July named in honour of? 
 

5. Where in the USA did the original Disneyland open on 17th July 1955? 
 

6. In which country was the Rosetta Stone discovered in July 1799? 
 

7. Who was the first man on the moon on July 20th 1969? 
 

8. Which organisation was founded by William Booth in July 1865 in London? 
 

9. July 14th is a national holiday in France. What event does it commemorate? 
 

10. In the British Isles, how long will it rain if it rains on St Swithin’s Day, 15th July 
 

Answers can be found on page 27. 

***************************************************************** 

WINSCOMBE TENNIS CLUB 

 

The club is holding its next Open Day on Saturday July 16th, so if you've been inspired by Wimbledon, 

why not come along between 10.00am and 4.00pm to try out tennis for the first time, or to brush up on your 

skills and find out what the club has to offer.  
 

We welcome people of all ages and abilities, and membership 

will be HALF PRICE if you join up on the day!  
 

We have 6 all-weather courts, 4 of which are floodlit, and 2 of 

the courts are available on a Pay and Play basis if you are not 

sure yet about joining as a member.  
 

Our Head Coach will be on hand from 12.00 midday to offer 

free coaching sessions and you can also try out the ball 

machine.  
 

Refreshments will be available throughout.  
 

The club is located on the Winscombe Recreation Ground, behind the Cricket Club building. 
 

For further information contact: winscombelawntennisclub@live.co.uk  

or telephone: 01934 843475 .  
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JULY 2022 - DIARY 
 

SAT 2   10.30am Sandford Community Café – Sandford Village Hall   
   2.30pm Messy Church – Church Centre 

 7.00pm Jazz in the Paddock – in aid of Friends of St James’s 
SUN 3   TRINITY 3 
   See opposite page for details of Services 
TUES 5  10.00am Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room 
   10.30am Coffee Morning – Church Centre 
WED 6   7.15pm Choir Practice – St James’s 
   7.30pm Sandford & District Gardening Club – Sandford Village Hall 
THURS 7  9.30am Scramblers – Church Centre 

10.00am Holy Communion – Dunster Court 
 7.30pm Bell Ringing – St James’s 

SUN 10  TRINITY 4 
   See opposite page for details of Services 
TUES 12  10.00am Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room 
   10.30am Coffee Morning – Church Centre 
WED 13  2.45pm Holy Communion at Sewell House   

 7.15pm Choir Practice – St James’s   
THURS 14  7.30pm Bell Ringing – St James’s 
SAT 16   9.00-1.00 Winscombe Saturday Market -  

 9.30am Men’s Breakfast, Railway Inn, Sandford  
SUN 17  TRINITY 5 
   See opposite page for details of Services 
TUES 19  10.00am Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room 
   10.30am Coffee Morning – Church Centre 
WED 20  7.15pm Choir Practice – St James’s 

THURS 21  7.30pm Bell Ringing – St James’s 
SUN 24  TRINITY 6 – ST JAMES PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

   See opposite page for details of Services 

TUES 26  10.00am Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room 
   10.30am Coffee Morning – Church Centre 
WED 27  7.15pm Choir Practice – St James’s 
THUR 28  7.30pm Bell Ringing – St James’s 
SUN 31  TRINITY 6 
   See opposite page for details of Services 

 
 
 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY 

Sunday 3rd July 
Isaiah 66:10-14 
Galatians 6:7-16 
Luke 10:1-11 
 

Sunday 10th July 
Deuteronomy 30: 9-14 
Colossians 1 : 1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 

Sunday 17th July 
Genesis 18: 1-10 
Colossians 1: 15-28 
Luke 10: 38 to end 

Sunday 24th July 
Genesis 18: 20-32 
Colossians 2: 6-15 
Luke 11: 1-13 
 

Sunday 31st July  
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 18-23 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
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Church Service Times 

Opportunities to Worship in July    

 

 Midweek Services 
              Every Tuesday        All Saints                 10.00 am           Holy Communion 
 Special Services July 

 Thursday 7th July                Dunster Court           10.00 am           Communion in the Community 
 Wednesday 20th July         Sewell House    2.45 pm                   Communion in the Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organ Music for St James’s Church, Winscombe 

Date and Time At the Beginning of the Service At the End of the Service 

Sunday 10th July 9.30 am Aria from Concerto No 12: GF Handel March from Scipio: GF Handel 

Sunday 24th July 9.30 am 

Patronal Festival 

Air and Gavotte: Samuel Wesley The Lost Chord: Arthur Sullivan 

Sunday 31st July 9.30 am Elegy: Herbert Sumsion Fugue in F minor BWV 534 :JS Bach 

21. 

 Sunday 3rd July    8.00 am St James’s  BCP Holy Communion 
    10.00 am Church Centre  Café Church 
   
        Sunday 10th July               9.30 am St James’s  Morning Worship 
                                                    11.00 am           All Saints                        Holy Communion 
    11.00 am St John’s  Holy Communion 
           
 Sunday 17th July     10.00 am Church Centre  Family Holy Communion 
                                 11.00 am  All Saints  Morning Worship 
                                                                                                                           
        Sunday 24th July  9.30 am    St James’s  Holy Communion                  
    11.00 am All Saints  Parish Praise 
                                                    11.00 am St John’s  Holy Communion 
 
        Sunday 31st July  9.30 am St James’s  Holy Communion 
            11.00 am All Saints  Holy Communion 
                 11.00 am St John’s  Parish Praise   

                                                                                               
 
6th   
                                                             
             
S 
 

 

We Remember 
Our love and sympathy go to the families and friends of : 
Margaret Elizabeth Rose whose burial took place at Ilex Lane Cemetery on Monday 13th June 2022 
 

Patricia Mary Manners whose funeral took place at St James’s Church, Winscombe on Tuesday 14th June 
2022 followed by burial at Ilex Lane Cemetery. 
 

Edward Herbert Fisher whose funeral took place at All Saints Church, Sandford on Wednesday 15th June 
2022 followed by cremation at Weston Crematorium. 
 

George Charles Leigh whose funeral took place at Sedgemoor Crematorium on Thursday 16th June 2022. 
 

Colin Sidney Westlake whose funeral took place at St James’s Church, Winscombe on Friday 17th June 2022 
followed by cremation at Weston Crematorium.  
 



Anyone for Tennis? 
As you read this edition of ‘Signpost’ the world’s most famous tennis tournament will be under 
way at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, in Wimbledon.  
Here are ten interesting facts about the tournament. 

1. Wimbledon is the oldest tennis tournament in the world. 
The first Wimbledon championship took place in 1877. Men’s Singles was the only event played that year. 
Ladies’ Singles and Men’s Doubles events were introduced in 1884. The Ladies’ Doubles and Mixed Doubles 
events were added to the tournament in 1913. 
 
2.Tennis is a British invention. 
The game was invented in the UK by Walter Clopton Wingfield and was originally called “sphairistikè” – an 
ancient Greek word meaning “the art of playing ball.” 

3.Wimbledon matches have been broadcast for nearly 100 years. 
The first radio broadcast from Wimbledon was on 29th June 1927 when only Centre Court matches were 
covered. A match between Bunny Austin and George Rogers was the first to be televised on 21st June 
1937. The tournament was first shown in colour in 1967. 
 
4.Matches can last forever. 
The longest match ever played at Wimbledon took place at the 2010 tournament. John Isner of the United 
States defeated French player Nicolas Mahut in a match that lasted 11 hours and five minutes and was 
played over the course of three days. 
 
5.The winners of Wimbledon do not get to keep their trophy. 
The women’s singles trophy is a salver known as the Venus Rosewater Dish. The men’s silver gilt trophy 
bears the inscription ‘All England Lawn Tennis Club Single Handed Championship of the World.’ The 
trophies remain on display at the All England Club’s museum and the winners go home with a small replica 
of the trophy. 
 
6. The record number of Wimbledon Singles wins is held by a woman. 
The record for the most Wimbledon titles in Ladies’ Singles in the open era belongs to  Martina Navratilova 
with nine victories. In Men’s Singles, the record is held by Roger Federer, who has won the event eight 
times. 
 
7. 250 people are tasked with keeping track of the balls.                                                                                   
About 250 ball boys and girls apply from nearby schools are hired each year and undergo intensive training 
to keep track of all those fast-moving tennis balls. 
 
8. 54,250 tennis balls are used during the tournament. 
The balls are replaced after every seven to nine games to make sure they’re in perfect shape throughout 
the match. Those not in use are stored in a refrigerated container to keep them in tip-top condition. 

9.Wimbledon rules state that all players must be dressed almost entirely in white. 
Umpires can ask a player to change if they don’t meet the dress code. For instance, in 2013, Wimbledon 
champ Roger Federer was told to switch his shoes for his next match because they had orange soles. 

10. Wimbledon is the only Grand Slam event played on grass courts. 
The grass is tended to year-round. During the event, it’s cut to an exact height of 8mm. 

                                  22. 
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Wrington Vale Rotary Club  
‘Service Above Self’ 
New Member. 
We are delighted to welcome Suzi Downs a hair stylist from Sandford. 
Suzi is already involved with public service assisting refugees in Weston 
Super Mare which is very much in the Rotary style.  Suzi was introduced 
by Roger Vincent. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

President Bob Preedy (L) with Susi Downs and Roger Vincent 
 

Young Carers’ May 2022 
There are several hundred Young Carers’ in North Somerset and each year, except during 
Covid, we provide a welcome weekend away for just a few of them. 
 

This year we welcomed nineteen youngsters at the Mendip Activity Centre, Sandford for two 
days of friendship, fun, activities and, not least, lots of food.  The Centre provided the 
activities  and we did the catering ourselves, supplying copious amounts of food, the highlight 
being roast chicken for Sunday lunch. We mustn’t forget that army of Rotarian and Inner 
Wheel servers and washers up.  Also, the Inner Wheel cake bakers. 
 
Angie Biggs, our Youth Committee leader presented each Young Carer with a personal 
citation acknowledging their contribution and achievements. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The team having fun 
 
 

24. 



Activities such as Young Carers cost quite a lot of money which is raised by various public 
events, so please come to our Jazz Lunch detailed below. 
 
If you would like chat about Rotary in this area, please contact Ivor Metherell on 01761 
462607 or Angie Biggs on 07790 400718 
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July Quiz Answers 
 
1. Thomas Jefferson 

2. Paris 

3. Cancer and Leo 

4. Julius Caesar 

5. Anaheim in California 

6. Greece 

7. Neil Armstrong 

8. The Salvation Army 

9. The Storming of the Bastille in 1789 
 
10. Forty Days 

*************************************************************************** 
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New Musical Director for Winscombe Community Singers 
 

Winscombe Community Singers have welcomed Joshua Newport as their 
new Musical Director. 
 

Joshua originally trained in stage management and technical theatre at 
the South West Academy of Dramatic Arts, before deciding to move his 
attention to music.  He now has over a decade's experience working as a 
freelance musical director and vocal coach throughout the United 
Kingdom. 

 
Choir members are really enjoying working with Josh commenting that his energy and 
enthusiasm are infectious. 
 
The choir was delighted to be asked to participate in the Platinum Jubilee celebrations with 
a concert in the Atrium at Sandford Station on Saturday 28th May, performing a varied 
programme including numbers by the Beatles and ABBA and show tunes from Fiddler on the 
Roof and Whistle Down the Wind. The highlight was the world premiere of a new song, 
‘Together in Harmony’ written especially for the choir by former Musical Director, Rachel 
Mason. Rachel joined the choir at the concert,  as a guest conductor for this song which was 
very well received by the audience. 
 
The choir also enjoyed performing at 
the end of the Jubilee Grand Festival 
and supporting the community singing. 
 
If you enjoy singing and having fun why 
not come and join the choir? 
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Winscombe W.I. 
 

You are welcome to join us for our next meeting. 
Wednesday, 13th July 

at 7.00 pm for a 7.30pm start 
       at `The Church Centre', Winscombe   
                                                    Our speaker will talk about `The History of Walker & Ling'.  
 

Last month's talk entitled `The Young Victoria' was very well received. 
 

Refreshments will be available and we hope you will be able to come along and join us. 
 

Carol Hudson (Secretary) 
*************************************************************************** 
 

The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society 
The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society runs two minibuses 
and operates a schedule of trips every month to shops in Wells, 
Nailsea, Clevedon, Worle and Weston. In addition it also provides 
transport for members to their healthcare appointments and 
subject to availability runs non scheduled trips for its members. 

In the past these have included Churchill Music, Theatres, Cinema, pub lunches, trips to the 
coast and social events etc. 
To see the current schedule of trips please visit 
https://www.churchillpc.org.uk/Minibus_Society_36635.aspx 
To become a Society member of the Community transport scheme please contact one of the 
organisers listed on the schedule of trips who will explain about the trips and how to enrol 
as a member. 
The Society is always looking to recruit new organisers and drivers so if you have some spare 
time then we would love to hear from you. The Chairman’s details are on the journey 
schedule. 
The Society also provides the opportunity to make new friends and help you reduce your 
carbon footprint. 
*************************************************************************** 

News from Winscombe Probus 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 10.15 am at Winscombe 
Community Centre. Coffee is followed by our talk at 10.45am. 
 

We have two meetings scheduled for July with visiting speakers. 
July 11th: Prisoners - and Why Should We Care? By David Jones 

  July 25th: My Career in  Music  by Rachel Roberts. 
 

If you are interested interested call David Martin, Chairman, on 01934 844327 or just turn 
up and introduce yourself to our ‘Greeter’ at the coffee hatch. 
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SANDFORD AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 
 

John Dunster introduced our speaker Beth Partridge, who gave us a brilliant talk and 
slideshow on the topic of  the ‘Magic of Herbs’. Beth comes from Wookey Hole and was a 
medical practitioner of herbs. She told us that her grandfather was also a herbalist and that 
was where her passion came from! 
 

We were shown lots of photos of herbs and the different ways they can be grown and  the  
containers in which they can be grown. 
 

An interest in herbs started with the Druids.  If mistletoe grew on an oak tree it was very 
special indeed and they cut it with a silver sword and used it in their rituals. The stalks on the 
mistletoe were used for high blood pressure and the pulp from the berries were used to treat 
leukaemia. 
 

We were told that many herbs are still used for traditional medicines. 
Elderflowers can be used to make cordial or champagne and elderflower tea is good if you 
have a fever. There are so many herbs you can use; Chamomile Tea calms you and can help 
with sleep, meadowsweet is good for indigestion, St. John’s Wort is another calming herb but 
not to be taken with certain other medicines, thyme is good for sore throats, pulmonaria is 
good for the lungs and chest, and rosemary is good for headaches. 
 

We were told you need to know how to dry and prepare the herbs before using them.  Plenty 
of books are available on the subject. 
 

Beth also judged our competition for the’ Best Flower in a vase’ which was won by Jan Welling 
with her beautiful red rose. 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
Wednesday 6th July at 7.30pm 

Sandford Village Hall 
There will be a talk entitled ‘Designing Your Dream Garden’ by Marion Dale 

 

Saturday 13th August 2.30 pm to 4.00 pm 
Sandford Village Hall 

Annual Summer Show 
Open for anyone who would like to enter. 

The title for the photograph competition is ‘Beyond the Garden Gate’ 
Tea, coffee and home made cakes. 

Schedules available from John Dunster 01934 844777 
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Gardening Notes for July 

Fruit Bushes 

Blackcurrant bushes need pruning after all the fruit has been harvested.  Without regular 

pruning their productivity will begin to decline.   Remove the thickest oldest stems at the 

base reducing the bush by about a third, leaving a few younger fruited stems and the stronger 

new growth to produce fruit for next year 

Redcurrants and gooseberries should be treated differently to blackcurrants.   After 

harvesting remove any new growth that is crowding the centre of the bush and cut back new 

shoots you wish to keep by a third. 

Raspberries.  With the exception of autumn fruiting raspberries these can produce strong 

vigorous growth in one year which go on to fruit the following year.   Once the crop has been 

picked cut out the old canes to ground level and tie in the new canes.   Autumn fruiting 

raspberries fruit on the current year’s growth and should be cut down to ground level in the 

winter. 
 

Strawberries. 

Using the runners produced by strawberry plants is  an ideal method of propagation, if 

however you do not want more plants remove the runners as they appear.  To propagate 

more plants peg down runners into 9cm pots filled with compost and leave to become 

established, keep watered.   Ensure the new plant has rooted before snipping it off from the 

parent plant.   These new plants can be planted out in August. 
 

Runner Beans 

To get the best from your runner beans keep picking every two to three days before the pods 

are allowed to swell up.   In dry weather water plants generously at the base two to three 

times per week.   Plant breeders have combined self-pollination of French beans with the 

flavour of runner beans producing cultivars that are better able to cope with periods of dry 

weather, such varieties are ‘Moonlight’ and ‘Snowstorm’.    Also thinking ahead for next year 

prepare the soil in the autumn by adding plenty of well-rotted manure.   Get ahead by 

germinating beans in pots in early May for planting out after the threat of frost has passed.    

If poor pollination is a problem plant annuals nearby to attract pollinators. 
 

Bearded Irises 

When bearded irises have finished flowering you can lift and divide congested clumps.   Cut 

out the old flower stems and reduce the foliage to 6 inches.   With a sharp knife cut the 

rhizomes into firm healthy pieces.   Replant the rhizomes on the surface of the soil facing 

north to south and the roots will grow beneath 
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RNLI 
WINSCOMBE & DISTRICT BRANCH  

 

  

RNLI WINSCOMBE & DISTRICT BRANCH PLANT & GARDEN JUMBLE SALE – FINAL RESULTS 
This year’s “Plant & Garden Jumble Sale” on Saturday 14th May was the most successful ever 
and raised an incredible sum of £2548; the branch thanks all those that attended and made 
this possible. 
  

JUNE ACTIVITIES 

Following her involvement in the Plant Sale, our latest recruit, Issy, 
and her friends  held a Cake Sale at Churchill Primary  after being 
inspired by a visit to the school by the RNLI; this 
raised an amazing  £163.85. 
  

Our latest fund-raising initiative called “Betty’s Pots” goes from 
strength to strength as Farron’s Estate Agents have agreed to be the 
RNLI distribution and collection point in Winscombe. Tina is now 
planning to roll them out to more villages in the local area. 

  

The RNLI Winscombe & District Branch Team took full part in the Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations on the Winscombe Recreation Grounds on Saturday 4th June. As well as the RNLI 
Stall, children’s ‘Hook a Duck’, ‘Stormy Stan’ and ‘Sonny Stan’, the branch entered a team, 
’By Royal Appointment’ in the Platinum Jubilee Games, 
when the team competed against seven other teams in a 
series of challenges: Royal painting, using a long pole 
and ropes; chariot cake racing; finding the crown jewels 
(whilst blindfolded and tied together); and building the 
tallest tower, then throwing beanbags to knock their 
opponent's tower down. The team had a great deal of fun 
and WON! 
  

JULY EVENT – A COLLECTION AT SANDERS GARDEN CENTRE 
The branch has been granted the opportunity to run a ‘Bucket Collection’ for the RNLI at 
Sanders Garden Centre on Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th July. Tina is coordinating this and would 
welcome extra volunteers from outside the branch committee who can collect on these days. 
Tina organises a rota of one and a half hour slots so please contact her on 01934-842304 or 
email meejlfh@gmail.com if you can help. 
 

RNLI LIFEGUARDS RETURN TO LOCAL BEACHES ON SATURDAY 2nd JULY  
Every year RNLI Lifeguards are involved in carrying out water rescues, administering first aid, 
delivering water safety information and helping to reunite missing children with their 
families. This year, RNLI Lifeguards will be on patrol at Burnham-on-Sea, Berrow and Brean 
Beaches from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm between Saturday 2nd July and Sunday 4th September, so 
please look out for them and the identified safe bathing areas. 
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MAY RESCUES 
In May there were ten shouts between just two of our four lifeboat stations (Portishead 4 & 
Weston-super-Mare 6). Weston-super-Mare RNLI volunteers were paged at 21:33 hours on 
Tuesday 17th May, with a report of a person in difficulty in the water in Weston Bay requiring 
immediate help. The station's D class inshore lifeboat, along with the Atlantic 85 lifeboat, 
were quickly launched from Knightstone Harbour and made best speed to the scene. On 
arrival, the volunteers used search lights to illuminate the reported area and quickly located 
the casualty, approximately 200 metres from the shore. After speaking with the crew, the 
casualty was encouraged to board the D class lifeboat. Once recovered into the lifeboat, the 
crew brought the casualty back to the safety of the beach, where they were passed into the 
care of Weston-super-Mare Coastguard crew, until an ambulance arrived on scene. 
 

*************************************************************************** 
ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION MID-SOMERSET BRANCH NEWS 
 

Royal Air Forces Mid-Somerset Branch commemorated the 40th 
Anniversary of the end of the Falklands War at a Branch Meeting at the 
Street Inn on Monday 13th June. Three members who served in the RAF 
in 1982 gave presentations on their involvements in the conduct of 
specific aspects of the RAF operations in the Falklands War. A VC 10 

Ground Engineer covered his arrival on a VC 10 at Wideawake Airfield on Ascension Island 
and subsequent Air Transport Support activities. An ex-Nimrod Engineer and Weapons 
Specialist covered the evolution of weapon fits and in-flight refuelling on the aircraft and the 
subsequent Nimrod activity in the South Atlantic. The Branch President outlined the role of 
81 Signals Unit in the war and gave an insight into how a RAF Vulcan aircraft arrived 
unexpectedly at Rio de Janeiro airport fitted with Shrike missiles!  
  
The programme for 2022 will continue as follows:. 
Monday 4th July: Branch Summer Social and Lunch  
Branch Meeting at 11:00 am 
At The Street Inn, 1 –3 Somerton Road, Street, BA16 0DR  followed by the Social Event 
Barbecue in the beer garden. (Skittle alley if wet.) 
 
There will be no Meeting in August so the next Branch Meeting will be a Late Summer Lunch 
on Monday 5th September at 11:00am at at Wells Golf Club, Blackheath Lane, Wells, BA5 
3DS. 
   
All events are open to Branch Members, RAFA Members from other Branches, Current and 
Ex-RAF Service Personnel (Including RAF Reserves), and Members of the “RAF Family”. 
Please contact the Branch via e-mail  rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com  or by telephone to the 
secretary 01458 224057 for further information. 
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Are you a Singer, Musician or Poet?  

Winscombe Folk Club is newly formed in the Winscombe Club on 

Sandford Road. It operates on the fourth Tuesday of the month 

(8.00 pm to 10.00 pm) in the upstairs bar. This provides a 

comfortable, quiet and convenient location to meet in friendship 

and mutual support. Performers in all genres are welcome at all 

standards in an attentive, acoustic environment. 

Whilst the focus is on performance and encouragement, audience members are very 

welcome. Everyone will pay a small amount for entry, but this will only be a pound or two to 

cover the cost of the hall. 

From time to time we will have special evenings with a locally based ‘headline act’ supported 

from our membership as a stepping stone into more public playing. it’s a formula that works 

elsewhere, so the challenge is to those in Winscombe who already perform or those confined 

to a bedroom who would like to ‘break out’! So tune up your instrument, join in and support 

your new club. 

The next few dates are  26th July, 23rd August, 27th September etc. Doors open at 7.30pm and 

music will start at 8pm.  

If you fancy a chat, please call Nigel on 07551 197 685 or email 

winscombefolkclub@gmail.com  Or you can see a few photographs on our FaceBook page- 

just search for Winscombe Folk Club and you will find the link. 

 

Ukraine  Appeal Update  

I would like to express my  sincere  gratitude  and 

appreciation  for the tremendous number of donations  

I received in support of the  Ukraine  Appeal. I was 

overwhelmed by the compassion shown by our 

communities.  An incredible number of items were left 

at my home for transportation  to Ukraine. 

If anyone  wishes  to contribute  further please  contact  

Worle  Community  Centre  for collection. 

Angela Morris 
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***************************************************************** 

 

 

Mendip Folk Dance Club 
Monday 11th July   

The Church Centre (St. James’ Church Hall), Winscombe BS25 1BA 
8.00 pm – 10.00 pm £3 per person 

New dancers welcome (first night free of charge) 
For further details contact Pat 01934 742853 

 
 
 

Need a Venue for Your Event? 

We have several venues available to hire including our churches, Church Centre (St James’s 

Hall) and smaller meeting rooms. 

To find out more or to book please visit our online booking system at: 

https://hallbookingonline.com/winscombe 
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The Streets are Paved with Prayer. 

One of the speakers at the Celebration of Lay Ministries, taking place in Wells Cathedral on 

July 2nd, is  Dave Knight, Chairman for Taunton Street Pastors. We talked to him about his 

ministry. 

What are Street Pastors? 

Street Pastors are trained volunteers who care about their community and patrol their local 

area on weekend evenings. Taunton team’s 75 volunteers cover Taunton, Bridgwater and 

Wellington. 

What do they do? 

Most of the time it is simply a case of being present, talking to those who want to talk. We 

are not there to preach but we do talk about Jesus a lot. It’s just that we let the other person 

lead the conversation rather than us pushing it.  

What about the other times? 

Every night there is a potential for challenging situations, which may or not be realised. We 

know that we save about two or three lives a year and prevent a similar number of rapes, but 

you can never be totally sure. Our priority is looking after those who are alone. perhaps after 

becoming isolated from friends, who are in a potentially vulnerable position.  

Is it safe for you? 

We take safety very seriously and our 

training is very thorough. We know what to 

do, and we always stay together. When I 

first heard of Street Pastors I was reluctant 

to get involved as I felt it wasn’t safe, but it 

really is. Three years later I heard a talk on 

Street Pastors at my church and responded. 

10 years on I’m still doing it. 

Why do you do it? 

It is amazing ministry! It may sound serious but we really do have a ball out there. You are in 

this hotspot of activity, the front line, and where street pastors have been going for some 

time, those streets have been paved with prayer. You are taking all that power and presence 

of God with you. It has to be seen to be believed. 

Read the full article at bathandwells.org.uk/street-pastors.  

Find out more about Street Pastors at streetpastors.org/locations/taunton/ 
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A Wealth  of Ministries 
by Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 
 

 
 

Half-way through the year already! Midsummer’s day passed. 
It hardly seems possible. We have now had Bishop Michael’s 
election as our new Diocesan Bishop confirmed and we have 
joined together in a Day of Prayer to mark this new chapter 
in the life of the Diocese of Bath and Wells. Praying with hope 
and joy as we look forward to the next part of the journey 
together, and with realism as we recognise the challenges we 
face especially with our limited financial resources.  
 

However, we are rich in other ways. The missional and ministerial resources amongst 
us are strong. We continue to see people drawn to exploring ordained ministry and yet 
an even greater number seeking new lay ministerial opportunities.  
 
Reader training is beginning to increase once more. Chaplaincies of all shapes and sizes 
are developing.  
 
Recently we introduced chaplaincy to the courts in Taunton, and Weston-Super-Mare 
is following on after.  
 
Churchwardens in this past month have demonstrated their commitment to service at 
the annual Visitation services. 
  
And there are loads more ways in which the wealth of the Church is seen, through 
pastoral care, worship leading, and children and youth work, to name but a few.  
 
Our deaneries are working together on plans for local shared ministry focussing on the 
particular needs, context and gifts of each place and community. It is an opportunity 
for us to note God’s abundant goodness to us and the gift of the people with whom we 
gather. 
 
Every blessing 
 
Bishop Ruth 
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Police     Non- Emergency    Call 101 
     PCSO Kayley Anderson    07802 874658 

 

Fire     Non-Emergency                 01179 262061 
 

Police, Fire, Ambulance         Call 999 
 

Utilities - Emergency    Gas - National Grid Gas     0800 111 999 
       Electricity - Western Power Distribution  Call 105 
       Water - Bristol Water    03457 023797 
       Water - Wessex Water (24 hour)  02456 004600 
 

Health     NHS Health Enquiries    Call 111 
       Winscombe Surgery    01934 842211 
       Banwell Surgery    01934 820113 
       Mendip Vale, Langford      01934 852906 
 

Hospitals    Weston General Hospital   01934 636363  
       Bristol Royal Infirmary    01179 230000 
       Bristol Southmead    01179 505050 
       Bristol Children’s Hospital   01179 665881 
 

Pharmacy    Boots, Winscombe     01934 843168 
 

Dentists    Honeycomb Dental Clinic   01934 842573 
       Winscombe Dental Practice   01934 842230 
 

Veterinary    Alexandra and Hillyfields Vets   01934 843381 
       Langford Vets Small Animal Practice  01934 852422 
 

North Somerset Council  Information     01934 888888  
       Out of Hours Emergency   01934 622669 
       Environmental Problems   01934 888802 
       Council Tax and Benefits   01934 888144 
       Social Services     01275 888801 
 

Parish Councils      Winscombe and Sandford   01934 844257 
       Churchill and Langford    07399 523961 
 

Assistance    Winscombe Contact Scheme    07888 812398 
       Sandford Helpline      01934 822030 
       Churchill Churches Volunteer Driver Scheme  01934 852239 
       Samaritans (North Somerset)                0330 094 5717 
       Citizens Advice Bureau     0808 278 7973 
       Churchill and Langford Minibus    01934 852589  
  

Schools     Winscombe Primary School    01934 843407 
       Sandford Primary School    01934 852602 
       Churchill Academy and Sixth Form   01934 852771 
       Sidcot School      01934 843102 
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We hope you have enjoyed reading Signpost. 
Don’t forget to send us your email address to receive next month’s Signpost and future 

editions. 
 



Royalty Spotting in Winscombe and Sandford 
If you were out and about enjoying the Jubilee Celebrations you might 

have spotted these special guests who popped in to enjoy the fun! 
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