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We hope you will enjoy this copy of ‘Signpost’.
Future copies will be available by email or can be downloaded from the church
website: www.winsandchurches.org.uk
If you would like to receive future copies electronically, please send your email
address to parishmag2@gmail.com
A limited number of printed copies are available from some local shops, each of our
churches and the Church Centre (St James’s Church Hall).
If you are unable to receive your copy by downloading it or by email please telephone
the Church Office (01934 844650) and leave a message including your full name and
address.
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This magazine is one of the ways we are fulfilling our New Vision

New Hope and New Beginnings
March – the official start of Spring – a time of hope and new beginnings.
Over the last few weeks, we have been able to enjoy snowdrops, crocuses,
daffodils and even primroses bursting into new life in glorious colour. We
may have been fortunate enough to see new spring lambs jumping up and
down on all four feet – something that always makes me laugh!
At the beginning of March this year, we also change the seasons in Church
as we go forward into Lent, traditionally a time for giving up things such as chocolate or
alcohol. But this year maybe we could think, not only of giving something up, but also taking
something on. Perhaps we could give up some time to help someone else!
In Chapter 21 of John’s gospel, Jesus gives Peter the opportunity of a new beginning. Peter is
feeling guilty and upset because he has betrayed Jesus three times just before the crucifixion,
and here Jesus asks him three times if Peter loves him. Peter replies, ‘Yes, Lord, you know
that I love you’. Jesus follows with three requests, ‘Feed my lambs, take care of my sheep
and feed my sheep’. (NIV) Peter certainly went on to do that.
That passage was read at my ordination service and is very special to
me. I see it as a call to all Jesus’ followers to care for others in whatever
way they can. That is Pastoral Care! We are called to care for those, not
only in our churches, but in the wider community as well. God has given
us all gifts to use in his service. If we feel that we, or others we know,
have been given gifts of listening, compassion, patience, hospitality, or
similar, and would be willing to give up a little of our time (not only in Lent, but in the future),
to follow Jesus’ calling to ‘care for his sheep’, we are hoping to bring new life to our Pastoral
Care Team as we emerge from this pandemic.
If you would like more details, please contact me by phone or text on 07511 935860 or email
revpolly@gmail.com.
And if you are uncertain if you would be able to do this, then be encouraged by Philippians
Chapter 4 verse 13, ‘I can do all things in Him who strengthens me’.
Reverend. Pauline Nixon.
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Signpost - The Parish Magazine
This magazine is created by volunteers from the Anglican Churches in the Benefice of Winscombe,
Sandford and Churchill. It aims to serve and reach out to the local village communities and in doing
so provide opportunities for the residents to become more aware of activities across all Christian
denominations and within our villages.
Next Month’s Magazine
The deadline for the April Magazine is Sunday 13th March. Please submit items as Word
documents to parishmag2@gmail.com which should be no longer than 400 words. If you are
including photographs please ensure that you have the permission of anyone appearing in the
photograph for them to be published in this magazine. Please supply high resolution photographs
as jpegs.
The Editorial Team reserve the right to amend or reformat submitted articles.
We are producing limited printed copies of ‘Signpost’ and encourage as many people as possible to
receive their copy electronically.
If you would like to receive future editions of this magazine by email please send your email address
to parishmag2@gmail.com
Our Website
www.winsandchurches.org.uk
Our website is the ‘go to place’ for information about our Churches and activities. It is regularly
updated with the latest news and information.
❖ Home Page: latest news, monthly service plan
❖ Our Vision: find out about our plans for the future
❖ Church Life: our activities and groups
❖ Our Podcasts and Videos: a library of Church services to watch or listen to
❖ Parish Magazine: download the latest copy and find out how to contribute
❖ Hire A Venue: how to hire our Church Centre, Churches and meeting rooms
How To Find Our Churches - If you need directions to:St James the Great Church, Church Lane, Winscombe, BS25 1DE
All Saints Church, Hill Road, Sandford, BS25 5NY
St John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Churchill, BS25 5QW
Church Centre, 52 Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA
Please use your Satnav with the postcodes, or visit the website www.achurchnearyou.com
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Service of Thanksgiving for Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
A well attended, special service of thanksgiving took place on
February 6th at St James’s Church, to mark 70 years since Queen
Elizabeth II acceded to the throne. Together we offered praise
and thanksgiving for the Queen’s life and her dedicated service
to our nation remembering her personal testimony: ‘For me the
teaching of Christ and my personal accountability before God
provide a framework in which I try to live.’
The music was specially chosen with hymns from the Queens’
Coronation and Diamond Jubilee celebrations including Vaughan
William’s arrangement of ‘All People That On Earth Do Dwell.’
The service ended with our organist playing ‘Crown Imperial’ by
William Walton.
The church was also beautifully decorated with flower arrangements in patriotic red, white
and blue.
The service was followed by two tree planting ceremonies, one in Sandford and the other in
Winscombe. You can read more about these on page 6.
We were also delighted that both the service and tree planting were filmed by BBC Points
West and featured on the local news that evening.
***************************************************************************

Family Services at the Church Centre
(St. James’s, All Saints and St. John’s)
Join us on
Sunday 6 March : Café Church / Family Service 10am
Sunday 20th March : Family Holy Communion 10am
Sunday 3rd April : Café Church
th

Children’s activities including lego, colouring and crafts.
Children’s Activities at Family Services
We always provide a children’s activity at our family services.
This is often a craft activity such as the brilliant crowns that we
made to celebrate the three wise men visiting Jesus at
Epiphany.
We also have a monthly lego challenge which the children
particularly enjoy.
5.

Deanery Service of Light
On Sunday 30th January 2022 the Reverend Andrew, Diana Williams (Churchwarden
at All Saints), Reverend Ann Ogram and I attended the Locking Deanery Service of
Light at Christchurch, Weston Super Mare. Our Area Dean, Reverend Tom Yacomeni,
was in Kenya, so the service was taken by Mike Tedstone (Kewstoke), Lay Dean;
Hayden Taylor, Assistant Lay Dean (Christchurch) and Jane Barry (Hutton).
We were all given small candles which were lit during the singing of the hymn ‘Light
of the World’, and then extinguished at the end. The first reading was from Luke
2:22-38. This was followed by the second hymn ‘Light to the World’. The second
reading was from 2 Thessalonians 2:13 - 3:5. Our speaker was Jacqui Keir-Bucknell,
who will be our Curate in Winscombe and Sandford from July. She talked about her
journey of faith leading to being ordained later this year.
After the hymn ‘Cornerstone’ the Intercessions were led by Jane Barry. This was
followed by the distribution of candles to representatives from all 28 churches in the
Deanery, during the singing of ‘Living Hope’. At the end we said the Locking Deanery
Prayer.
Heavenly Father,
On the coast and in the countryside, in the town and in the village, we, your people,
commit ourselves to living and telling the story of Jesus. You know our minds, what’s
on our hearts, our plans and our dreams.
Send your Holy Spirit and inspire our work, that young and old, churched and
unchurched, may grow in the knowledge and love of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
Mike Tedstone then gave The Charge and this was followed by the Blessing from
Reverend David Gent, from Wrington with Butcombe and Burrington. The final hymn
was ‘Let the Flame Burn Brighter’.
Douglas Ogram
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Call a Spade a Spade!
Ah, but this wasn’t just any old spade. No, the special one with an
inscribed silver blade, used in both Platinum Jubilee tree-planting
ceremonies on Sunday, 6th February this year, was first wielded in
February 1867.
That was for turning the first sod of the new railway line (the
Strawberry Line), performed by Mrs Anna Victoria Yatman, Great
Great Grandmother of Hugh Gunn. More recently, his Mother used
the spade in February 1999 when digging was begun to create
Winscombe’s Millennium Green.
So it was very appropriate that Hugh formed one of the “Queen’s Green Canopy” planting
party, along with John Penrose MP, Archie Forbes (Chairman of the Parish Council), Rev.
Andrew Hiscox (Vicar of Winscombe and Sandford) and, at Sandford, trumpeter Cole Craggs
from Wells Cathedral School. Tony Callow represented the Sandford community there, and
Lois Brenchley did likewise for Winscombe. At Sandford, onlookers applauded Cider-maker
Martin Thatcher on his recent appointment to the position of Deputy Lieutenant of
Somerset, as he too used the spade. Thatchers was represented at Winscombe by Phil
Smith. Two Union Flags held by dignified standard- bearers added patriotic colour to the
scene.
The sparkling performance of a trumpet fanfare by Cole Craggs at both plantings heralded
these memorable events in splendid style. Richard Noy was clearly in his element as a very
effective Town Crier cum Master of Ceremonies. Residents who came to support the
Sandford planting had the bonus of sunshine, but the midday clouds and wind didn’t deter
the Winscombe crowd from equally spirited singing of “I Vow to Thee My Country” and the
National Anthem. Both occasions concluded with a rousing Three Cheers for Her Majesty,
after the Vicar had prayed God’s blessing on the trees and what they both symbolise.
The Primary Schools were represented by 11 year-old Saffron at Sandford and 5 year-old
Josh in Winscombe, with his little sister, 3 year-old Emilia, when the children came forward
to place a plaque beside each tree.
The enthusiastic mood of both ceremonies showed
how young and old admire and honour our Queen and
her shining example of dependability, dedication and
service. Those qualities were themselves expressed by
the people behind the scenes who enabled this whole
occasion to be so successful: the Tree Wardens who
procured the oak saplings, prepared the soil and
ensured the trees had proper protection once planted;
Strongvox for allowing the siting of Sandford’s tree by
the entrance to its new housing development; not forgetting the indefatigable William Du
Croz who cheerfully master-minded the whole event!
Rosemary Mann.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022
‘I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU’
This year’s service for the World Day of Prayer is
special for us in 2022 because it has been prepared
by the women of England, Wales and Northern
Ireland.
The theme is taken from the book of Jeremiah,
encouraging us all to have hope in difficult times: ‘I
know the plans I have for you’.
Everyone is welcome and we are hoping for a full
church to join in the celebration with others around
the world.

**************************************************************************
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WINSCOMBE AND SANDFORD
LENT STUDY: Who Is The Christ?

Sign-up sheets for this year’s Lent Study have been available in the churches
for the past few weeks. If you have yet to book yourself into a group please
contact Hilary Hagen (01934 842511) to check for available spaces.
LENT LUNCHES

You are warmly invited to a series of Lent Lunches hosted by
member churches of ‘Churches Together in Winscombe and
Sandford’.
All lunches start at 12.30 pm when a simple soup lunch will be
served, followed by a talk by a guest speaker from an invited charity. The first three lunches
will be at the Church Centre in Winscombe and the last lunch will be at Cheddar Catholic
Church Hall.
Your hosts and speakers this year are:
Date
Speaker
th
Friday 18 March
Vision North Somerset
Friday 25th March
Bible Society
Friday 1st April
Cheddar Food Bank
Friday 8th April
Weston Young Carers

Host
Sidcot Quakers
Lynch Chapel
St James’s / All Saints
Cheddar Catholics

All donations towards the lunch will be gratefully received, the proceeds of which will go to
the charity of the day.
8.
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Living in Love and Faith
Living in Love and Faith is a great course to get us all talking about identity, sexuality,
relationships and marriage. The aim is to help us think more deeply about what it means to
be human and how to live in love and faith.
Full details can be found on the LLF website https://llf.churchofengland.org It consists of 5
sessions which are well balanced, including video, bible study, discussion and listening to
some personal stories on video.
The aim is to listen - to God, one another and to the stories of those who are followers of
Jesus whose beliefs and experiences concerning gender and identity may be different from
ours.
It is not a place for debate or discussion or judging but LISTENING.
Everyone will come with different ideas and experiences and that is fine! The aim is that by
listening together we can recognise that as Christians we are united as one despite our
differences.
At the end of the course everyone is invited to complete and submit a questionnaire to the
Church of England to help inform the debate on the course and Same Sex Marriage.
There are five sessions each lasting 90-120minutes:
1. Learning Together - which introduces the course and gives practice in listening and
feeding back in small groups.
2.Identity
3.Relationships
4. Sex
5.Life Together
Two courses are currently planned to run throughout Lent
Beginning Wednesday 9th March 7.00 pm -9.00 pm at
St Andrew’s Church,
Lonsdale Avenue,
Bournville,
Weston-s-Mare
BS23 3SJ
Beginning Friday 11th March 10.30 am -12.30 pm at the
Bleadon Church Rooms,
Coronation Road,
Bleadon,
Weston-super-Mare,
BS24 0PG
Please note that the venues are subject to change depending on numbers.
If you would like to join a course please contact
Reverend Prebendary Julie Birkett email rebelrevd@gmail.com or telephone
01934 625587
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All Saints Church Community Café
All Saints Church Community Café
Saturday 5th March
from 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
We serve coffee, a variety of teas and soft drinks along with
homemade cakes, biscuits and soup.
We hope that this month’s café will be able to go ahead.
We look forward to seeing you again.

Sandford & Churchill Fellowship
These are our meetings for the month of March.
Tuesday 8th March - Pauline Hurst
Tuesday 22nd March - Dr Jo Newton
at Churchill Methodist Church at 2.30 pm
All are very welcome to join us for a time of worship, friendship and fellowship.
For more information contact Ann Pursey on 01934 823234
or Eileen Westlake on 01934 822433.

‘Save The Children’ Lunches
This month’s ‘Save the Children’ lunches are at
Shipham Village Hall
th
Friday 4 March and Friday 18th March at 12.30 pm.
Join us for soup, bread, cheese, pickle and
homemade biscuits, tea or coffee
£4.00
Payments will be taken on the door and all profits go to
Save the Children charity.
For further details contact Amanda Firth on 01934 844232

12.

Local History Corner.
Learn more about the local area with the second of our bi-monthly Local History articles by
John Matthews.
Roads and Raiders
Everyone must be aware of the white cast iron milestones that can be seen at intervals
alongside the A38. They are dated 1837 and indicate the distances to Bridgwater and Bristol.
These milestones were erected by the Bristol Turnpike Trust, which was founded in 1727,
when the road was called the Winsford Road. These iron markers were placed during the
decline in the toll roads, largely caused by the introduction of the railways. Weston-super Mare had its station in 1841 and Winscombe station (originally called Woodborough) opened
in 1869.
One milestone in particular is of special interest: the one close to the
point where Shipham Lane and Broadway cross the A38. This milestone
was badly damaged a few years ago and it could be seen that the cast
iron encased a smaller stone post with a rounded top which was most
probably the 18th century milestone. The iron milestone was restored
by Somerset County Council in 2019 and replaced in 2020 adjacent to
the original stone marker. It was of this stone that John Skinner (the
Rector of Camerton between 1830 and 1839 and archaeologist) wrote
in his Journal on 30th May 1830, that the line of the Roman road from
Charterhouse to the coast could be seen at this point, ‘at the 14 mile stone’, although nothing
of the feature is now visible.
A survey conducted by ALERT (Archaeological Landscape Extreme Research Team) in 2010 in
the field opposite the milestone, Outer Horseleaze, confirmed the existence of the road
(Somerset Historic Environment Record 29807) and another survey in 2019 showed that the
Roman road crossed Stonehips Farm to the east and continued in the direction of
Charterhouse along the line of Comrade Avenue in Shipham, possibly terminating at
Longbottom Camp. This later survey also established the existence of a Romano-British
farmstead in Horseleaze (HER 41520), probably on the site of pre-historic occupation.
Horseleaze has a claim to numismatic fame because a hoard of 860 late Roman coins (now
in Somerset Heritage Centre) were found during construction work. These coins were buried
at the time when Pictish and Irish raiders were repeatedly invading from the Severn estuary.
Bronze coins in any quantity were not easily portable if a family had to take what they could
carry and make haste for the nearest secure place, in this case almost certainly the fortified
town by Max Lane close to the Roman road, and so the coins were buried, never to be
retrieved.
13.

Churchill Music
Apollo Saxophone Quartet
Saturday 19th March 2022 7.30 pm - 9.45 pm
Churchill Academy Hall, Churchill Green, Churchill BS25 5QN
This fascinating concert is a ‘game of two halves’: the first
half features some of Apollo’s most popular commissions,
drawing on influences from classical, jazz, folk and
beyond, before the second half where they present their
highly popular programme of black and white films set to
music by the members of the quartet. Hilarious, thoughtprovoking and thoroughly entertaining, this event will
open your eyes and ears to the jaw-dropping array of
colours and sounds that this world-class ensemble creates.
The Apollo Saxophone Quartet has been entertaining and enthralling audiences around the
world, and is responsible for commissioning and premiering over 100 major new works in
that time, ranging from quartets to concerti, film scores and numerous collaborations with
poet, dancers, multi-media and strings. Acutely aware that their repertoire may at first
glance seem a little out of the mainstream, the ASQ prides itself on curating bespoke
programmes tailored to each performance situation, welcoming the audience into their
musical world with some accessible, engaging music, introduced by the members of the
group to give the audience real insight into the sparkling array of musical sounds on
display. Another entertaining and ‘not to be missed’ concert!
Tickets: Non-Champions of Churchill Music £16.50; Champions of Churchill Music : £12.50;
Under 18s £4.50
Tickets available from Ticketsource
Alternatively, or for further information, contact Mary Smallwood:
tickets@churchillmusic.org.uk or 01934 852589
***************************************************************************

WINSCOMBE PROBUS
After a false restart due to the covid surge we plan to start meeting again in
March.
We meet on the second and fourth Mondays of each month at Winscombe
Community Centre at 10.30 am.
Our next meeting will be our AGM on 14th March at 10.30 am, and on 28th March we will
welcome a speaker.
Call David Martin, Probus Chairman, on 01934 844327 for club information.
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West Mendip Orchestra
WMO is a medium sized, friendly, amateur orchestra based in Winscombe. Our
members come from a wide area including Bristol, Bridgwater, Wells and Westonsuper-Mare. We typically perform three concerts each year from the classical
repertoire. Our concerts often feature well-known local soloists and also young,
talented musicians early in their careers. We are a registered charity, entirely selffunded and we also contribute to other charitable causes.
New players of appropriate standard are welcomed and supported; some may be experienced
orchestral players, while for others this be a new experience. There are no auditions. At present, the
orchestra is looking for string players, second oboe, bassoon and trumpets. We rehearse from
7.45 pm to 10.00 pm on Fridays in term-time at The Lynch Chapel in Winscombe, BS25 1AR.
Since resuming rehearsals after the easing of pandemic restrictions, we have welcomed John
Johnson as our new conductor. John studied Piano and Composition at The Guildhall School of Music
and Drama in London and then went on to obtain a Masters degree in Composition at Reading
University.
He has been Head of Music at a number of schools, most recently at Kings of Wessex in Cheddar.
Since 2014 he has worked at Priory Community School, where he supports and tutors PCGE students
and ECTs. He is also the Honorary Accompanist for Weston Operatic Society and has MD’d many
shows for them, including: ‘Pirates of Penzance’, ‘Jekyll and Hyde’, ‘Ragtime’, and ‘Crazy for You’ (for
which he won an award for Best Musical Director). He has also worked with the junior section of the
Society (ages 6-16) on shows including ‘Honk!’ and ‘Guys and Dolls’.
In September 2017 John was appointed as principal conductor of the Cameo Orchestra, based in
Warmley, and in September 2018 he became musical director for Eclectic Voices, a local chamber
choir.
Our Next Concert
Friday 25th March 2022
7.45 pm at Churchill Academy, Churchill Green, Churchill, BS25 5QN
Programme
Norbert Burgmüller: Dionys Overture
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor: Petite Suite de Concert
Ludwig van Beethoven: Symphony No. 1, arr. Ling
Tickets (available on the door) £10, (£8 concessions, £2 students)
If you would like to find out more, find us on Facebook or our website
www.west-mendip-orchestra.org.uk

Need a Venue for Your Event?
We have several venues available to hire including our churches, Church Centre (St James’s
Hall) and smaller meeting rooms.
To find out more or to book please visit our online booking system at:
https://hallbookingonline.com/winscombe
15.

Supporting Your Local Foodbanks
Our churches continue to support the Cheddar Valley Foodbank and
the Foodbank based at the For All Healthy Living Centre in Bournville,
Weston-Super-Mare.
We are pleased to be able to deliver a considerable amount of non perishable foods to the Foodbanks.
There are collection baskets for each village in each of the churches and at the Church Centre.
These are some of the items that can be donated and are always gratefully received.
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Soup – packet and tinned
Instant mashed potato
Cereals
Sauces – tins and jars of pasta sauce
Tinned cold meat – corned beef, spam etc
Long life fruit juices
Desserts – tinned fruit, rice pudding, sponge
Pasta, rice, instant noodles
Sugar
Personal items – soap, toothbrushes & paste
Confectionery

Tinned vegetables
Tinned fish
UHT milk
Main meals in tins (not Fray Bentos pies please)
Squash
Paper goods – toilet rolls, kitchen rolls etc.
Custard – tinned or instant
Tea bags, coffee, hot chocolate
Biscuits
Men’s and ladies’ toiletries
Snack bars and crisps

***************************************************************************************

March Quiz
All this month’s answers, like March, begin with the
letters ‘mar’.

1. A soft, sweet pink or white food used in some cakes, puddings and sweets.
2. Name of the pleasure steamer that sunk on the River Thames in August 1989 after
being hit by a dredger.
3. The craft of applying pieces of veneer to a structure to form decorative patterns,
designs or pictures.
4. One of the titles of Ceawlin Thynn who lives at Longleat in Wiltshire.
5. An aromatic herb in the mint family often used in Greek and Italian cookery.
6. A large tent used for social or commercial functions.
7. A style of bar shoes dating from the 1920’s but still popular as children’s shoes.
8. A small town in Cornwall that, at low tide, has a causeway linking it to St Michael’s
Mount.
9. The former name of the ‘Snickers’ chocolate bar used until 1990.
10. Paddington Bear’s favourite sandwich filling.
Answers can be found on page 25
16.

The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society
The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society was established in 1974
becoming a registered Charity thereafter. Its primary aim, due to poor
bus services, was to provide transport for people struggling to get to
the shops and Church. In 2015 following a successful submission of a
business case to the Department of Transport, the Society was awarded with a fully paid for,
new 12 seat adapted minibus that was to be used as Community transport for anyone of any
age who became a member of the Society, living in the Parishes of Winscombe/Sandford,
Churchill, Burrington, Shipham and Banwell.
Today the Society runs two minibuses and operates a schedule of trips every month to shops
in Wells, Nailsea, Clevedon, Worle and Weston. In addition it also provides transport for
members to their healthcare appointments and subject to availability runs non scheduled
trips for its members. In the past these have included Churchill Music, Theatres, Cinema, pub
lunches, trips to the coast and social events etc.
To see the current schedule of trips please visit
https://www.churchillpc.org.uk/Minibus_Society_36635.aspx
To become a Society member of the Community transport scheme please contact one of the
organisers listed on the schedule of trips who will explain about the trips and how to enroll
as a member.
The Society is always looking to recruit new organisers and drivers so if you have some spare
time then we would love to hear from you. The Chairman’s details are on the journey
schedule.
The Society also provides the opportunity to make new friends and help you reduce your
carbon footprint.

Churchill and Langford Ladies Lunch Club
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month
at The Churchill Inn, Churchill at 12.30 pm for 1.00 pm
£15 per head for a 2 course lunch with coffee.
Pre-booking is essential.
Contact Margaret Avery on 07725 056051 for further details.
Please note that the lunch is limited to residents of the two villages or those that have moved away
but wish to stay in contact with friends
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Jubilee Grand Festival
Saturday 4th June 2022
Winscombe Memorial Recreation Ground
1.00pm to 5.00 pm
(Gates open at 12.30 pm)

This will be a very special event celebrating the Jubilee.
A fabulous ‘Family Fun Day’ for all ages.
Music and Sing-A-Long after 5.00pm
In order to enter the site, you must purchase a wrist band.
This will entitle you to entry and free access to all activities and rides
Cost of Entry Wristband
If you purchase your wristband before 26th March - £2 per person
If you purchase your wristband before 1st June - £5 per person
If you pay on the gate on the day - £10 per person
Children aged 6 and under – Free entry - includes appropriate activities.
From the 11th March you can purchase your wristbands from:

Premier Stores, Sandford;
Farrons Estate Agent, Winscombe
Wine Shop,Winscombe
Sorry – No dogs allowed on the Recreation Ground.
Grand Jubilee Festival Helpline: 01934 842138
18.

News from Cheddar Catholic Church
New Parish Priest for Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Cheddar
We are pleased to announce that Cheddar and Wells have their own
Parish Priest, who will be resident in the presbytery in Wells.
Our new Parish Priest is Father Tony Pazhayakalam CST. He hails from
Kerala in India, and is a member of the Little Flower Congregation. (You
can find out more about his Order at www.cstfathersindia.com)

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross
Join local churches at a Service of readings and reflections, remembering
Jesus’ Way of the Cross. To be held at Our Lady Queen of Apostles
Catholic Church, Tweentown, Cheddar, at 7.00 pm. on Monday 11th April.
19.

TUES 1
WED 2
THURS 3
FRI 4
SAT 5
SUN 6
TUES 8
WED 9
THURS 10
SAT 12
SUN 13
TUES 15
WED 16
THURS 17
FRI 18
SAT 19
SUN 20
TUES 22
WED 23
THURS 24
FRI 25
SUN 27
TUES 29
WED 30
THURS 31

MARCH 2022 DIARY
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
ASH WEDNESDAY
See opposite page for details of Services
7.30pm
Sandford & District Gardening Club – Sandford Village Hall
9.30am
Scramblers – Church Centre
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James’s
10.30am
World Day of Prayer Service – Lynch Chapel
10.30am
All Saints Community Cafe
LENT 1
See opposite page for details of Services
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
9.30am
Scramblers – Church Centre
10.00am
Holy Communion – Dunster Court
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James's
11.00am
Sandford & District Gardening Club Spring Show – Village Hall
LENT 2
See opposite page for details of Services
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
2.45pm
Holy Communion – Sewell House
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
9.30am
Scramblers – Church Centre
7.00pm
Friends of St James’s AGM – plus talk by Ian Caskie - Church Centre
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James’s
12.30pm
Lent Lunch – Church Centre, Speaker: Vision North Somerset
9.30am
Mens’ Breakfast - The Railway Inn Sandford
LENT 3
See opposite page for details of Services
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James’s
12.30pm
Lent Lunch – Church Centre, Speaker: The Bible Society
LENT 4 – MOTHERING SUNDAY
See opposite page for details of Services
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
9.30am
Scramblers – Church Centre
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James’s

BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH
Sunday 6th March
Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Psalm 91 1,2,9-end
Romans 10:8-13
Luke 4:1-13
Sunday 20th March
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

Sunday 13th March
Genesis 15: 1-12 & 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17- end & 4:1
Luke 13:31-end
Sunday 27th March
Exodus 2:1-10
Psalm 127:1-4
2 Corinthians 1:3-7
Luke 2:33-35
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Church Service Times
Opportunities to Worship in March

6th

Sunday 6th March

8.00 am
10.00 am

St John’s
Church Centre

BCP Holy Communion
Café Church

Sunday 13th March

9.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

St James’s
All Saints
St John’s

Holy Communion
Parish Praise
Holy Communion

Sunday 20th March

10.00 am

Church Centre

Family Holy Communion

Sunday 27th March

9.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

St James’s
All Saints
St John’s

Parish Praise
Holy Communion
Parish Praise

Please see our website for updates re Services.
Please wear a mask and consider taking a lateral flow test before attending.

S
Regular
Midweek Services
Every Tuesday

All Saints

10.00 am

Holy Communion

St James’s

7.00 pm

Ash Wednesday

Special Services March
Wednesday 2nd March

Imposition of Ashes

10th

Thursday
March
Wednesday 16th March

Dunster Court
Sewell House

10.00 am
2.45 pm

Communion in the Community
Communion in the Community

We Welcome
Arnie Paul North to our church family in Winscombe. He was baptised at St James’s Church,
Winscombe on Sunday 6th February 2022.
We Remember
Our love and sympathy go to the families and friends of
Thomas B McLean whose funeral took place at All Saints Church on Thursday 3rd February 2022.
Barbara Thorpe whose funeral took place at Weston Crematorium on Monday 7th February 2022.

Organ Music at St James the Great in March
Date Time

At the Beginning of the Service

At the End of the Service

Wednesday 2nd March
7.30 pm

Chorale Prelude on St Cross
Hubert Parry

Silence

Sunday 13th March
9.30 am

Wo soll ich fliehen hin
FW Zachau and JS Bach BMW 646

Prelude and Fugue in E minor BWV 533
JS Bach

Sunday 27th March
9.30 am

Erbarm dich mein, O Herre Gott BWV 721
JS Bach

Prelude in B minor BWV 544
JS Bach
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Shrove Tuesday Traditions
Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day, is the day before the start of Lent on
Ash Wednesday. Lent, the 40 days leading up to Easter, was
traditionally a time of fasting and on Shrove Tuesday, Anglo
Saxon Christians went to confession and were “shriven” (absolved
from their sins). A bell would be rung to call people to confession. This
came to be called the “Pancake Bell” and is still rung in some places
today.
Shrove Tuesday was the last opportunity to use up eggs and fats before embarking on the
Lenten fast and pancakes are the perfect way of using up these ingredients.
The pancake has a very long history and features in cookery books as far back as 1439. The
tradition of tossing or flipping them is almost as old.
In the UK, pancake races form an important part of the Shrove Tuesday celebrations. The
most famous of these takes place at Olney in Buckinghamshire. According to tradition, in
1445 a woman of Olney heard the shriving bell while she was making pancakes and ran to
the church in her apron, still clutching her frying pan. Competitors have to be local
housewives and they must wear an apron and a hat or scarf. Each contestant has a frying pan
containing a hot pancake. She must toss it three times during the race. The first woman to
complete the course and arrive at the church, serve her pancake to the bellringer and be
kissed by him, is the winner.
At Westminster School in London, the annual Pancake Greaze is held. A verger
from Westminster Abbey leads a procession of boys into the school hall where the school
cook tosses a huge pancake over a five-metre high bar. Representatives from each form then
race to grab a portion of the pancake and the one who ends up with the largest piece receives
a reward from the Dean, originally a guinea or sovereign.
In Scarborough, Yorkshire, on Shrove Tuesday, everyone assembles on the promenade to
skip. Long ropes are stretched across the road and there might be ten or more people
skipping on one rope. Some believe it began with local fishermen sorting their ropes and nets
and giving the damaged ones to children. Others say it originated from an older tradition
known as Ball Day, a public holiday when servants would play games on the foreshore and
children would take their ropes.
Many towns throughout England used to hold traditional Shrove Tuesday football (‘Mob
Football’) games dating back as far back as the 12th century. The practice mostly died out
with the passing of the 1835 Highways Act which banned the playing of football on public
highways, but a number of towns have managed to maintain the tradition to the present day
including Alnwick in Northumberland and the Royal Shrovetide Football Match in Ashbourne,
Derbyshire.
This year Shrove Tuesday is on March 1st so grab those pancake ingredients quickly!
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Churchyard Benches Restored
Our thanks go to Roger and Celia who have been carefully
restoring the various memorial benches in the churchyard at
St James’s.
The benches have been sanded down, filled and given several
coats of paint. They look amazing and no doubt will be
enjoyed by the many walkers and visitors who pass through
and want to have a rest, just enjoy the views or have a
moment of quiet contemplation.

Let There Be Light
Many of you will remember the huge scaffold that was erected
in St James’s at the end of October last year. It was used to
access and replace the lights in the Nave and Choir Stalls with
new LED fittings. At the end of the job there were still three old
lights not working in the Prayer Area and the North and South
aisles. In addition, the chancel corona had been damaged
when the scaffold was erected.
We can now report that the outstanding work has been carried
out. We needed a 5 metre portable scaffold, which was kindly
organised by Paul and Alison Haynes. The repairs to the
corona were done by Paul and Derrick. The other lights were
replaced by our electrician Dan, ably assisted by Derrick and Douglas, who helped move the
scaffold around the church and cleared up afterwards.
At the same time, as an annual requirement, we were able to get all the portable electrical
equipment in the Church, Tower and Churchyard Room tested.
These jobs are some of the usually unseen things that have to be done to keep our church up
to standard. You will now need sunglasses in the church when all the lighting is switched on!
Lighting the church with LED fittings helps us to not only reduce energy costs but contributes
towards the Church of England’s aspiration for all its buildings to be carbon neutral by 2030.
Much still to be done by then!

Mendip Folk Dance Club
Monday 14th March
Monday 28th March
The Church Centre (St. James’ Church Hall), Winscombe BS25 1BA
8.00 pm – 10.00 pm £3 per person
New dancers welcome (first night free of charge)
For further details contact Pat 01934 742853
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Churchill Bookbox and Seed Swap
The old red telephone box in Front Street Churchill has now been beautifully
converted into a little lending library. The hard labour of renovation was carried
out by Churchill Academy pupil, Will Hathway, who painted and built the shelves
as part of his Duke of Edinburgh’s award.
Thanks to the support from the Parish Council and
some fantastic donations from local villagers, the
bookbox has been stocked with a variety of lovely
books. Sue Dibble the librarian at Churchill Academy is
organising the books as they get donated.
The plan is to try to keep the box up to date with contemporary modern
fiction best sellers and a good mix of genres. Children’s and young adult
books will also be added. So whether you like a good crime, romance or
historical story come and have a browse.
If you have any donations you can contact the box at bookbox.churchill@gmail.com or just drop
one or two in at Churchill Post Office. Up to date bestselling novels published in the last three or
four years or interesting cookery books would be very welcome.
A seed bank exchange has also been added to the box
where you can swap herb, flower and vegetable
seeds. This has been a fantastic project bringing
together many different members of the community.
Going forward it is hoped that the box can spread
the joy of reading and sharing books together.
The telephone box has been beautifully restored with
a new future purpose that all the village can enjoy. You can also follow the bookbox on social media
for news and updates. Instagram thebookbox_churchill Facebook @churchillbookbox

***************************************************************************

March Quiz Answers.
1. Marshmallow

2. Marchioness

3. Marquetry

4. Marquess of Bath

5. Marjoram

6. Marquee

7. Mary Janes

8. Marazion

9. Marathon

10.Marmalade
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SANDFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Hedgehog Awareness Talk
Our speaker, Laura Batt, from Prickles Rescue Centre, based in Cheddar
gave us a most interesting talk. The Centre has returned over 5000
hedgehogs back into the wild. They have been a charity since 2013 and
at the present time they are looking after 650 hedgehogs. They are open
365 days of the year to take in sick or injured hedgehogs.
Laura told us that this year a lot of hedgehogs haven’t hibernated
because of the mild weather. They are nocturnal creatures, so if you find one out in the day
time, it is probably not well and should be kept warm in a basket with a towel and hot water
bottle and then taken to the Centre. Check around the garden to make sure there are no
babies as these wouldn’t survive without their mother.
If you feed hedgehogs use cat food in jelly but not one with fish in it. You can buy special
hedgehog food. Do not give them bread and milk as this can cause health issues.
If you know you have hedgehogs in your garden please refrain from using blue slug pellets as
these are poisonous to them. There are a lot of alternatives you can use to protect your
plants.
Laura told us that hedgehogs are in steep decline because of the lack of hedges which is
where they like to hibernate. They like to roam at night and can travel up to 1 to 2 miles a
night, so it is good to make sure they can travel through your gardens freely with a hole in
your fence (but check with your neighbours first!) And if you have a pond, make sure you
have an escape route for them to climb out should they fall in.
Also check before you light a bonfire that a hedgehog hasn’t made a home in it, and check
long grass before you do any strimming. We can all play our part to help them survive.
Dates for Your Diary
Spring Show on Saturday 12th March
Sandford Village Hall from 11.00 am to 12.30pm
The show is for members only to exhibit but the public are welcome to come and view the
exhibits and have coffee and cakes with us. Free entry.
Wednesday 6th April at 7.30 pm
Sandford Village Hall.
There will be a talk entitled ‘ Passion for Climbers’ by Jane Lindsay
Wednesday 4th May at 7.30 pm
Sandford Village Hall
There will be a talk entitled ‘A Garland of Edwardian Gardens’ by Yvonne Bell
Saturday 7th May 10.30 am till 11.30 am
Sandford Village Hall
May Plant Sale
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Gardening Notes for March

Now is a good time to decide whether any of your hardy perennial plants would look better
in a different place. Plants such as asters, rudbeckias, sedums, heleniums, Japanese
anemones and geraniums and any other late flowering herbaceous plants if moved or divided
up now will have plenty of time to get established and ready for blooming in a few months
time. When moving or dividing up plants try to dig right underneath it so you get all the roots
without cutting through them. Prepare the planting hole by digging in organic matter, and
replant the plant at the same level as previously. Backfill and firm the soil around the plant
and water well. Water regularly until the plant has become established.
Put supports in place now before plants get into full growth. Non-climbers and plants with
tall stems such as delphiniums or large heavy flowers such as peonies and clumps that tend
to flop over should all be supported about half way up, the foliage will soon hide the supports.
Twiggy prunings can be used or buy metal hoops or linked supports on legs.
Pull off faded flowers on daffodils to prevent the plant from wasting energy producing seed
pods. Leave the foliage to die down naturally. Dead foliage can look unsightly but resist the
urge to tidy up because this dieback vastly improves the bulb’s strength to flower next year.
Apply a high potash feed around the bulbs after flowering to encourage flower buds to set
for next year.
Spring flowering plants in containers, that were planted in the autumn need very little
attention over winter, but when they start growing competition for water begins, make sure
they are soaked regularly even a little after flowering helps bulbs swell up until they die back.
Plant one-year-old dormant asparagus crowns this month. Prepare the ground well before
planting by adding well rotted organic matter.
Delay sowing vegetable seeds in the garden until the soil temperature has reached 7 degrees
C, this may not be until April. When the conditions are suitable sow broad beans, brussel
sprouts, lettuce, parsnips, peas and carrots. Sow beetroot under glass for planting out later.
Start mowing lawns this month when the grass is dry. Raise the cutting height of the mower
and gradually lower over time. Tidy up lawn edges with a half moon lawn edging tool, and
aerate any compacted areas by spiking with a garden fork.
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Wrington Vale Rotary Club
Polio: Wonderful news!
There are no reported cases of Wild Polio Virus WPV this week. Some
readers will know that Rotary has been working to eradicate polio for more
than 35 years. As a founding partner of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
we have reduced polio by 99.9 percent from 350,000 cases in the world in
1987. Rotary Members have contributed more than $2.1 billion to protect nearly 3 billion
children in 122 countries. There are still serious ongoing problems in Afghanistan and
Pakistan. It is crucial to keep working to keep countries polio free. If all eradication efforts
stopped today, within 10 years, polio could paralyse as many as 200,000 children per year.
More info from GPEI on line.
While we might not think about polio now, 100 years ago in New York 27,000 people were
infected and 6000 people died. One person lived in an Iron Lung for over 20 years.

New Members
We are delighted to welcome Dr John Dixon from Wrington and Mr Roger Borrows from
Winscombe.
Youth Speaks
Last month I wrote about our extensive schools programme. Unfortunately, some of the
Junior Youth Speaks have been cancelled due to Covid.
If you would like chat about Rotary in this area, please contact Ivor Metherell on 01761
462607 or Angie Biggs on 07790 4007

Can you help the ‘Signpost’ Team?
We are considering re-introducing advertising to the magazine later this
year.
To enable us to do this we need someone who would be willing to coordinate this aspect of the magazine. Could this be you?
If you are interested or would like more information about the role
please contact Jo on 01934 843014 or email parishmag2@gmail.com
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RNLI
WINSCOMBE & DISTRICT BRANCH
RNLI WINSCOMBE FOLK ON SATURDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2022
FEATURING MIRANDA SYKES

RNLI Winscombe’s first Folk Night for 2022 featuring
Miranda Sykes was held on Saturday 12th February in the
Church Centre, Winscombe. The first performance was
sold out whereas the second attracted a smaller and
more intimate audience. Both concert sessions were run
in an informal style with the hall arranged “Café-Style”
with the audience of up to 55 sitting at tables of four or
six in order to provide maximum Covid security.
Miranda was on great form playing acoustic guitar, bass
guitar and double bass to accompany herself as she sang
songs from a selection of music from both her new
album “The Farmhouse Sessions” and the previous
album “Behind the Wall”. In particular, Miranda’s’ high
soprano voice was beautifully offset and supported by the deep mellow sound of the double
bass both when it was plucked and bowed; all-in-all a surprisingly wonderful combination of
sound. Three particular pieces impressed the audiences the poignant “Old Man of Time”,
“Sea Glass” based on her own experience of mourning a friend and the encore piece “Scars”.
Both audiences lapped it up and applauded with gusto. Financial results are not yet available
but will be reported in next month’s edition.
RNLI WINSCOMBE & DISTRICT BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY 10TH MARCH
RNLI Winscombe & District Branch will hold their AGM at 2:30 pm on Thursday 10th March in
Winscombe. For further details please contact either their Chairman Allan Cooper by email allan.coop@tiscali.co.uk or telephone 01934 842954 or the host Tina Joyce by
e-mail meejlfh@gmail.com or tel 01934 842304.
The AGM will include a review of 2021 activities, achievements, and financial results and
outline plans for 2022 all over a cuppa. Members of the public will be welcome and should
notify either of the contacts above if they wish to attend so that their place can be reserved.
JANUARY RESCUES
January was another quieter month with six shouts between our lifeboat stations (Burnhamon-Sea 1, Minehead 3, Portishead 1 & W-s-M 1). On the evening of Sunday 16th January,
Minehead Lifeboat Station launched both their lifeboats to rescue a 30 year old man who
was trapped in a “hopeless” position perched on a rock below 600 feet vertical
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cliffs by the rising tide, just east of Foreland Point near Lynmouth. The crew anchored the
lifeboat and veered down the anchor line to within a metre of the point where the man was
stranded. Crew member Andrew Escott entered the water with a line, scrambled over the
rocks, and managed to extricate the casualty. The man was checked over en route to
Lynmouth harbour where he was put ashore five minutes after being rescued.
On Saturday 22nd January at 5.50 pm Weston RNLI volunteers were requested to launch the
D class lifeboat to 2 people cut off by the tide on Birnbeck Island. The crew quickly launched
the lifeboat via the low water route around the Marine Lake causeway. The casualties had
called the Coastguard themselves when they realised that they were trapped, and then used
their phones to illuminate their position for the crew to locate them. Both casualties were
brought aboard the lifeboat and returned to the mainland, where they were passed over to
the waiting police, who wanted to speak with them regarding accessing the private property
on Birnbeck.
RNLI WINSCOMBE & DISTRICT BRANCH – FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES
The Branch is planning a programme of activities for this Spring and early Summer based on
the forecast relaxation of Government Covid Regulations but has decided not to reschedule this year’s Quiz postponed in January.
The programme will “launch” with a Pop-Up Sale on Studley’s Forecourt on Saturday 12th
March while this year’s “Plant & Garden Jumble Sale” is scheduled for Saturday 14th
May, again on Studley’s Forecourt and will include all the usual attractions plus a few new
ideas at “Give-Away” prices .
The Branch will be present at the “Winscombe Platinum Jubilee Spectacular” on Saturday 4th
June offering something for all ages.
Moving further afield, it is anticipated that the Branch will represent the RNLI at the Collett
Park Festival at Shepton Mallet in June/July. So please get these dates into your diaries and
mobile phones.
Assuming all Covid restrictions are ditched then the plan is to hold more “Full Concert
Winscombe Folk Nights” later in the year.
The Committee has a lot planned so watch out for future news in this magazine, on local
websites and on the RNLI Noticeboard at Brown’s Corner. The Branch’s Winscombe RNLI
Group page on Facebook is now fully functional and includes items about what is
happening; anyone local can apply to join as a member;
contact: https://www.facebook.com/groups/831976350849360

35.

36.

Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale
Face Masks for Charity
The call came from our District 20 for face masks and one of our resident
seamstresses – Viv Lennon – got cracking. I think that should be ‘got sewing’!
A pattern had been provided with the request to make as many as possible
for one of our specific charities for this year, ‘School in a Bag’. Previously this charity was
concentrating on providing stationery and other learning materials for school-age children
overseas. It was originally started in response to the
Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004 but has now spread its
wings!
Our picture shows the 50+ masks that Viv has sewn
(so far!). There’s no photo of Viv and she sent
apologies for not persuading her cat to model one!
We meet on the second Thursday of the month at
Mendip Springs Golf Club, BS49 5JT, starting at
6.30 pm with a Speaker at 7.00 pm and our meal at
8.00 pm. New members are always welcome.
For Further Information : Telephone Yvonne 011934 842976
***************************************************************************
ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION MID-SOMERSET BRANCH
PROGRAMME FOR EARLY 2022
Royal Air Forces Mid-Somerset Branch is pleased to announce
that their 2022 Meeting Programme began on Monday 7th
February 2022 and will continue each month; subject to the
Government Covid Regulations prevailing at the time.
The Branch Programme will continue as follows:
Monday 7th March: Branch AGM at 11:00 am (Open 10:30 am)
At the Wessex Hotel, 15 High Street, Street, BA16 0EF followed by lunch at 1:00 pm
Monday 4th April: Branch Meeting & Presentation “Helicopter Operations” at 11:00 am
At The Street Inn, 1-3 Somerton Road, Street, BA16 0DR optional Pub Lunch
Saturday 30th April: Branch 75th Anniversary Lunch from 12:15 pm
At Wells Golf Club, Blackheath Lane, Wells, BA5 3DS
Branch Members, Ex-RAF Service Personnel and Members of the “RAF Family” are
invited to contact the Branch via e-mail rafa.midsomerset@gmail.com or by telephone to
the Secretary 01458 224057 for further information.
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From the Diocese of Bath and Wells
You’re Welcome
While Lent is traditionally a time people associate with giving up things this year, with our ‘Knowing
You, Knowing Me, Knowing God’ activities, we are encouraging people to consider how they
can better know and understand others, themselves and God, through focusing on offering and
receiving welcome, hospitality, inclusion and generosity.
Throughout Lent we will be sharing stories from people from diverse backgrounds across Bath and
Wells so we can learn more about the people who live here and reflect how knowing more about
others affects our actions.
Tony Cook, who leads our Everyday Faith and Growing Faith team says, “During the Covid pandemic
we all had to withdraw into our own four walls and although things have started to return to ‘normal’
we want to encourage people, and particularly people of God, to renew and extend their welcome
beyond not only their own four walls, but the four walls of the church. It is also a challenge to go out
into our communities to receive the hospitality of other groups and individuals as Jesus did.”
We hope the reflections and stories featured in ‘Knowing You, Knowing Me, Knowing God’ will help
us all consider how we can contribute to becoming a more diverse church – one more representative
of the populations we seek to serve.
Find out more about ‘Knowing You, Knowing Me, Knowing God’
at www.bathandwells.org.uk/Lent-22 and get involved in the conversations on our social media
channels.
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The Promise of New Life
A message from Trevor Willmott, Honorary Assistant Bishop for Bath and Wells
“Lord, when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed
you?”
For any would be follower of Jesus, the teaching in Matthew
25 is surely some of the most challenging in the whole of the
New Testament. What sort of disciples are we called to be?
Will the world recognise Christ in us both in our words and in
our actions?
Faced with persecution, with the temptation to instant popularity and selfaggrandisement, Jesus remains true to himself and to his call to be a servant leader.
This, he says, is what is required of anyone who would follow me: “to love the Lord
your God and your neighbour as yourself”.
While we may talk a great deal about being a welcoming Church, the reality is much
harder to achieve. To welcome is not to want the stranger to become just like us. It’s
about valuing the gifts they bring and about being willing to be changed ourselves by
the new life coming among us. It begins, as Jesus began, by seeking to serve the
stranger’s needs and, to do that, we first have to listen.
Some of the harshest of Jesus’ words were directed to the religious people of his day,
too occupied with their own agendas, their own self-righteousness, to notice the
stranger in their midst. It is only when we are prepared to leave the security of our own
home, “launching out into the deep”, going onto the other’s territory, can we begin to
feel just how strange and at times threatening the community of faith can be to the
outsider.
Lent, with its invitation to de-clutter our busy lives, brings also the promise of new
life. Let’s use this God-given time to pray that our hearts and the life of our
communities may be opened such that we can truly welcome the stranger as a sister
or brother in Christ.
With my blessing
+Trevor
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Useful Telephone Numbers
Police

Non- Emergency
PCSO Kayley Anderson

Call 101
07802 874658

Fire

Non-Emergency

01179 262061

Police, Fire, Ambulance

Call 999

Utilities - Emergency

Gas - National Grid Gas
Electricity - Western Power Distribution
Water - Bristol Water
Water - Wessex Water (24 hour)

0800 111 999
Call 105
03457 023797
02456 004600

Health

NHS Health Enquiries
Winscombe Surgery
Banwell Surgery
Mendip Vale, Langford

Call 111
01934 842211
01934 820113
01934 852906

Hospitals

Weston General Hospital
Bristol Royal Infirmary
Bristol Southmead
Bristol Children’s Hospital

01934 636363
01179 230000
01179 505050
01179 665881

Pharmacy

Boots, Winscombe

01934 843168

Dentists

Honeycomb Dental Clinic
Winscombe Dental Practice

01934 842573
01934 842230

Veterinary

Alexandra and Hillyfields Vets
Langford Vets Small Animal Practice

01934 843381
01934 852422

North Somerset Council

Information
Out of Hours Emergency
Environmental Problems
Council Tax and Benefits
Social Services

01934 888888
01934 622669
01934 888802
01934 888144
01275 888801

Parish Councils

Winscombe and Sandford
Churchill and Langford

01934 844257
01934 316333

Assistance

Winscombe Contact Scheme
Sandford Helpline
Churchill Churches Volunteer Driver Scheme
Samaritans (North Somerset)
Citizens Advice Bureau
Churchill and Langford Minibus

07888 812398
01934 822030
01934 852239
0330 094 5717
0808 278 7973
01934 852589

Schools

Winscombe Primary School
Sandford Primary School
Churchill Academy and Sixth Form
Sidcot School

01934 843407
01934 852602
01934 852771
01934 843102

We hope you have enjoyed reading Signpost.
Don’t forget to send us your email address to receive next month’s Signpost and future
editions.
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