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We hope you will enjoy this copy of ‘Signpost’.
Future copies will be available by email or can be downloaded from the Church
Website: www.winsandchurches.org.uk
If you would like to receive future copies electronically, please send your email
address to parishmag2@gmail.com.
A limited number of printed copies will be available from some local shops, each
of our churches and the Church Centre (St James’s Church Hall).
If you are unable to receive your copy by email please telephone the Church
Office (01934 844650) and leave a message including your full name and
address.

This magazine is one of the ways we are fulfilling our New Vision

Autumn Reflection
We are already into Autumn which commenced on 21st September (yes
that long ago!) with winter entering in on Tuesday 21 st December known
as the winter solstice, a time when the North Pole is at its maximum tilt
away from the sun. It is the year’s shortest day and the longest night in
our Northern Hemisphere. Nothing to be gloomy about though, since from
a Christian perspective, the Son of Righteousness, Jesus, Light of the World shines upon
us and in that lovely imagery of Advent, the season of lights and eager expectancy,
points the way to once again celebrating our annual Feast of the Incarnation which is
Christmas. The birth of baby Jesus and all which that brings! That special time for
rejoicing, especially the joy of watching our children and grandchildren looking forward
to what we pray shall be Christmas celebrations in ways more familiar to us this year,
than before the onset of the coronavirus pandemic over two years ago.
Before Christmas however, we enter the month of November which brings in some
other memorable moments too, such as the new season of Advent, the installation of
Andrew as our Vicar to the parish of Winscombe and Sandford by Bishop Mike Hill on
8th November and then Remembrance Sunday which will be on 14 th November this
year.
Time passes, tempus fugit, ‘time flies’ and ‘there is a time for every matter under
heaven’ writes the author of Ecclesiastes 3.1b. Reminding us that all things have their
proper place in God’s purposes and timing. The writer of Ecclesiastes believed that
there is enough time for all which really matters in life and for a wise person to know
when it is the right time to do something and not before. Each day has its rhythm from
dawn to dusk. Indeed, throughout the year we have the four seasons of spring,
summer, autumn and winter when our lives keep in time with important dates and
occasions that have personal or wider significance. It comes as no surprise then that
the Christian Church follows an annual calendar known as the Lectionary which runs
from Advent to the eve of Advent the following year, which provide a series of Bible
readings, thoughtfully chosen, so that throughout the Christian Year the whole story
of our faith is proclaimed.

At this time of year our focus is on the season of Advent which begins our Christian
year. Its themes concentrate on the ‘last things’; strange images of judgement and
hope which often seem a little remote from our contemporary world. These themes
affirm essential aspects of our faith and are important as they cover God’s final
purposes and the coming Christ, past, present and future. The Cosmic (Eternal) Christ
who is always with us no matter what. So much of the Bible – holy scripture breathes
an air of expectation and hope. The dominant thought is the hope that God comes
with his salvation both now and in the future. We shall hear this theme of promise
again and again. But we shall also notice that the future is decisive for human lives
right now. It is the coming of God that shapes the present.
People are particularly praying at this time for the world leaders’ summit meeting
known as the 26th UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow (COP26) to be bold and
decisive. To address the climate crisis as our world stands at the brink of great
ecological change due to global warming. World scientists tell us the time has indeed
come in which national leaders must act swiftly to save the planet from ecological
disaster. We are not called as Christians to be conformed to this world but to be part
of the transformation which is the work of God - so our prayers are important as well
as our voices to world leaders to make the necessary changes to ensure our world
becomes ecologically healthy again. We await to see what will happen.
Waiting is a feature of all living. One may ask, ‘For whom or for what are you waiting?’
Advent both raises that question and proclaims a truly liberating answer. It announces
the coming of God at Christmas and at the end of time. So yes, it is the season of hope.
It is good, therefore, during Advent to pause a little in the Christmas rush in order to
hear its good news.
An Advent prayer.
Living God, beginning and end, always present, always coming, open our minds to
understand the message of Advent, open our eyes to recognise your presence with us,
open our lips to tell of the hope you give to your people, and open our hearts for the
adventure of your ways with us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reverend Warren Williams

Signpost - The Parish Magazine
This magazine is created by volunteers from the Anglican Churches in the Benefice of
Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill. It aims to serve and reach out to the local village
communities and in doing so provide opportunities for the residents to become more
aware of activities across all Christian denominations and within our villages.
Next Month’s Magazine
The deadline for the December 2021 Magazine is Sunday 14th November. Please submit
items as Word documents to parishmag2@gmail.com which should be no longer than
400 words. If you are including photographs please ensure that you have the permission
of anyone appearing in the photograph for them to be published in this magazine. Please
supply high resolution photographs as jpegs.
The Editorial Team reserve the right to amend or reformat submitted articles.

We will be producing limited printed copies of ‘Signpost’ and encourage as many people
as possible to receive their copy electronically.
If you would like to receive future editions of this magazine by email please send your
email address to parishmag2@gmail.com
Our Website
www.winsandchurches.org.uk
Our website is the ‘go to place’ for information about our Churches and activities. It is
regularly updated with the latest news and information.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Home Page: latest news, monthly service plan
Our Vision: find out about our plans for the future
Church Life: our activities and groups
Our Podcasts and Videos: a library of Church services to watch or listen to
Parish Magazine: download the latest copy and find out how to contribute
Hire A Venue: how to hire our Church Centre, Churches and meeting rooms

How To Find Our Churches - If you need directions to:St James the Great Church, Church Lane, Winscombe, BS25 1DE,
All Saints Church, Hill Road, Sandford, BS25 5NY,
St John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Churchill, BS25 5QW
Church Centre, 52 Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA,
please use your Satnav with the postcodes, or visit the website www.achurchnearyou.com

Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 14th November 2021
Our Services
St James’s, Winscombe 10.50 am
All Saints, Sandford 10.50 am
St John’s, Churchill 10.50 am
All Welcome
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

The Role of Honour for Our Villages
First World War 1914 - 1918
Roland G Arscott
Joseph Avery
Frederick Thomas Baker
Richard Frank Board
John Ivor Body
William Edgar Browning
James Callow
Harold Wookey Clark
Edwin Cook
William Dare
Albert Dudden
Robert Dudden
William Henry Fry
W Glover
Herbert William Hemmens
James Hugh Horne
Ronald John Ranulph Leacroft
John Douglas Wyld McMichael

Edward John Atkins
A Baker
Herbert Bennett
Frank Body
Arthur Redvers Bradford
John Stembridge Burdge
Clifford Stanley Clark
Percy Arthur Clark
Lewis Frederick Cox
Francis George Davey
Edward Dudden
Arthur Ernest Fry
Edwin B Gill
William Deacon Hayman
George Hilling
Charles Eric Jupe
Harry Percival Luck
Alfred Manning

Frederick James Miller
Wilfred Stephen Newing
Charles Petherham
Wilfred Guy Powell
James Joseph Roper
Sidney Thomas Sandford
William Albert Shiner
Norman Blackmore Thomas
Henry John Venn

Reginald Albert Newing
Albert Nipper
John Pople
Ernest Algernon Phillips
Colin Henry Roynon
William Sawtell
Thomas William Edward Southwood

Albert John Tyrrell
Godfrey Wiglesworth

Second World War 1939 - 1945
Frederick Andrews
Eric Esmond Courfield Barnes
Sydney William Temple Bentall
Colin Birch
Anthony Holland Brown
Arthur Buxton
James Vivian Deverell Cooke
Henry Duff
Malcolm Edwards
John Malcolm Glaisher
William Harvey
Richard Hogarth
Cyril Herbert Alfred Humphries
John London
Rowland James Luton
Harold Thomas Palmer
Robert Louis Edward Reynolds
John Henry Richards
Cedric Rowntree Robson
Oliver Wookey
Members of Churchill Choirs Killed by a Bomb on Dolebury Warren
Percival Trevor Coles (aged 13)
Mervyn Wookey (aged 13)
UN Peacekeeping Force Balkans 1997
Gareth Evans

Remembering Together
When I visited my mother and father recently, I noticed the words
tempus fugit on their new clock - ‘time flies’. It reminded me of the
words of the Byrds song, ‘Turn! Turn! Turn!’. But I couldn’t remember
the year it was released! The Byrds drew their inspiration from the
Bible:
‘For everything that happens in life - there is a season:
a time to be born, a time to die
a time to plant, a time to collect the harvest
a time to unravel, a time to build up;
a time to mourn, a time to dance
a time to value silence, a time to speak up’ (Ecclesiastes 3)
I remember listening to their song growing up in the Welsh valleys in the 1970s, but
had to use the internet to look up the year the Byrds released ‘Turn! Turn! Turn!’’ 1965. Time flies, and October and November in our Church calendar also offer us
occasion to also remember previous times and seasons. Although our culture seems
to prize youth, beauty, wealth and success, by contrast Christianity suggests our Godgiven identity does not diminish with age, or lack of utility, lack of achievement or lack
of wealth. We are God’s children for all the seasons of our lives, and when our loved
ones pass away we take time to honour all of who they were and continue to be to us.
This is an insight into the everlasting nature of love, a glimpse of the character of God
who gave us the capacity to love when he made us in his image. One of the reasons
we remember is that we continue to love.
Our ‘Halloween’ comes from the ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, meaning ‘All Souls’ Eve’ and is
traditionally the time of the year when the Church calendar prompts us to pause and
remember those who have been lost to us over the past twelve months. This is
especially so this year, given the pandemic we have endured. This service is called ‘All
Souls’ and families and friends who have lost loved ones can come to join in a short
service of remembrance and thanksgiving for them. In November, we also remember
those who have died to preserve the freedom we enjoy today and can so easily be
taken for granted.
This year our Remembrance Sunday services are on Sunday 14th November at 10.50am
at Churchill St Johns, Sandford All Saints and Winscombe St James. All are welcome
as we ‘remember together’.

Reverend Andrew Hiscox

"Refresh-men- " is “Go” with a mystery guest!
We are meeting at The Railway Inn Sandford, hopefully on Saturday
20th November at 9.30 am. Our guest speaker is a mystery (even to
us!) and his/her subject will be all the more interesting because of the
mystery surrounding who it is!
For those new to our area and what we get up to at “Refresh-men-“ is an opportunity
for the men in our three parishes to get together for a good "Full English" (or less if you
wish!) and our aim is to give men a chance to meet in a relaxed, informal way and to
enjoy a meal with friends while receiving some thoughts and inspiration on topics of
interest.
You can head over to our web page for a bit more information. Men's Breakfast Church of England Parish of Winscombe & Sandford (winsandchurches.org.uk)
In the first instance, though, you need to register with Richard Noy, our members'
secretary. Call him on 01934 843529 (if you're not already a member) to make sure
you're registered to receive all e-mails regarding the future meetings, even if you can't
come to the next one. Alternatively you can e-mail him at busmantoo@aol.com . We
look forward to welcoming you all on the third Saturday of the month and for a good
turnout for an interesting yet unknown guest speaker.
Bernard Dodd.
The Ringers were shocked and saddened to learn of the sudden and tragic death of Bernard Dodd
who had for many years been a regular bell ringer at Churchill and Bleadon. During the pandemic,
Bernard had frequently rung with the Winscombe ringers to support us when we were unable to be
certain of getting a full band to ring for services and at practices. He was a modest and capable ringer
and will be sadly missed. His funeral service at Burrington, on 5th October, was attended by ringers
from many towers. Winscombe ringers participated in the ringing.
John Matthews

Winscombe Community Association
‘Not The Michaelmas Fair‘

A bright sunny day in September saw the Winscombe Community Association
Michaelmas Fair soar from the ashes of covid restrictions as parishioners
poured into the Community Centre field to enjoy a fun-filled day.
Although we were unable to run the usual Show of magnificent fruit and
vegetables alongside displays of culinary, photographic and crafting
excellence, the field events continued. The bar, barbecue and cafe kept all
substantially fed and watered, whilst the successful teddy tombola stall meant
many wandered the field clutching soft toys. A wide array of stalls, traders,
bouncy castle and obstacle course provided interest and entertainment for all.
We raised almost £3000 for the association which is brilliant!
We are already planning next year's Fair. We would really appreciate some
new recruits and helpers. Have you always wanted to try running a bar for a
day? Would you like to meet new people and become more involved with the
village?
Contact Jackie Warren on 07811 292909 for details, we’d love to hear from
you.

Will Santa be spotted in Winscombe?
The Community Association will be holding its much loved
Christmas Bazaar at the Community Centre on Saturday
27th November. Toys, traders, local groups and charities,
Christmas shopping and seasonal treats await. Santa's
grotto will be ready for a special visitor.
Please come along from 9.30 am until 12.30 pm. All
proceeds to supporting the Community Centre.

See advert opposite for more details.

Winscombe Community Association

Supporting Your Local Foodbanks
Our churches support the Cheddar Valley
Foodbank and the Foodbank based at the For All
Healthy Living Centre in Bournville, Weston-Super-Mare.
We are pleased to be able to deliver non perishable foods to the Foodbanks
once again, and were able to take a large contribution following our Harvest Festival
Services last month.
There are collection baskets for each village in each of the churches and at the Church
Centre.
These are some of the items that can be donated and are always gratefully received.
❖ Soup – packet and tinned
❖ Tinned vegetables
❖ Instant mashed potato
❖ Tinned fish
❖ Cereals
❖ UHT milk
❖ Sauces – tins and jars of pasta
❖ Main meals in tins - mince, stew, chilli
sauce
etc.*
❖ Tinned cold meat – corned beef,
❖ Squash
spam etc
❖ Long life fruit juices
❖ Paper goods – toilet & kitchen roll etc.
❖ Desserts – tinned fruit, rice
❖ Custard – tinned or instant
pudding, sponge
❖ Pasta, rice, instant noodles
❖ Tea bags, coffee, hot chocolate
❖ Sugar
❖ Biscuits
❖ Personal items – soap,
❖ Men’s and ladies’ toiletries
toothbrushes & paste
❖ Confectionery
❖ Snack bars and crisps
*Please do not donate Fray Bentos pies as these take a long time to cook using a large
amount of electricity.
Looking towards Christmas, non- perishable seasonal treats are also very
welcome such as Christmas puddings, mince pies, chocolate etc.

Need a Venue for Your Event?
We have several venues available to hire including our churches, Church Centre (St James’s
Hall) and smaller meeting rooms.
To find out more or to book please visit our online booking system at:
https://hallbookingonline.com/winscombe

News from 1st Strawberry Line Rainbows
1st Strawberry Line Rainbows were excited to reopen in
September, with previous leaders Victoria Hogg and
Victoria Gibson back as unit leaders, along with the new
programme launched by Girlguiding in 2019.

The new programme is split across 6 different themes and last term we were working on
our Know Myself theme award. Some of our activities included
-

Finding out about traditions and their importance
Discovering some values that are important to us
Playing 19th century parlour games
Remembering the colours of the rainbow and creating a
collage of rainbow items
Getting to know each other through games
Improving our memory skills
Discovering Greek gods and goddesses
Learning that friendship is a core value of Guiding
The Christmas term is set to be just as fun and exciting, with us being
one of the 1,300 Rainbow units registered to take four-year-olds.
As we had a large waiting list, we opened a special
Rainbows session for 4 – 5 year olds so we can
reduce the list.
Spaces are currently available in the 4 - 5 session.
We seek more leaders to help at both units so we
can offer opportunities to even more girls.

For more details and to enquire contact Victoria Hogg on 07588 652479 or email
strawberrylinerainbows@yahoo.com

Both sessions are held in the Annexe at Winscombe Community Centre on Thursdays.
4 - 5 year olds meet 3:30 pm - 4:15 pm
5 - 7 year olds meet 4:30 pm - 6.00 pm.

The Friends of St James AGM and Talk
The AGM is being held on Thursday 18th November at 7.00 pm in the Church Centre
(formerly St James’ Church Hall). The formal notice of meeting, agenda and other
information covering the years since the last AGM in 2019 will be circulated to members.
Following the AGM at 7.30 pm there will be illustrated talk on ……

Bristol’s Lost City
by Clive Burton
Clive’s talk will focus on the Bristol International Exhibition of 1914; part trade fair and part
theme park, it cost around £100m in today’s money. It was situated near the Cumberland
Basin and covered an area of 30 acres. The main exhibition centre was built like a great
white medieval castle. In the absence of public funding and the outbreak of the First World
War it was doomed to failure. The site was acquired by the War Office and the main building
became an army barracks. Today there is nothing to see of the original buildings.
There is no charge for his talk and all are welcome.

Looking Forward to a Happier New Year!
In the expectation that the pandemic will have subsided, our plans for
2022 include our traditional Burns Night Celebration on Saturday 22nd
January in the Church Centre and a special Jubilee Jazz in the Paddock
on Saturday 3rd July.

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

A big ‘thank you’ to all who came and supported our Box Opening on 7 th October. At the
time of writing, we know we have raised just over £2000 and we still have over 30 boxes
outstanding! This is a superb total given the circumstances of the past year and The
Children’s Society will be deeply grateful for this contribution to the funding of their work
amongst the most vulnerable children in England and Wales. It was so lovely to see so
many familiar faces at the Coffee Morning and to feel that life is ‘back to normal’ once
again - thank you!
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE – Sunday 28th November
Our next Children Society event is the Christingle Service which will be held on
Sunday 28th November at 3.00pm in St James’s Church - do come and join us at
this special, all age, service where the children make their Christingles and we
find out a little more about the work of the Children’s Society. A special way
to mark the beginning of the run up to Christmas!

All Saints Church Community Café
All Saints Church Christmas
Community Café
Saturday 6th November
from 10.30 am - 12.30 pm

We serve coffee, a variety of teas and soft drinks along with homemade
cakes, biscuits and soup.
October’s café raised an incredible £354.75
Thank you to all who came.
We look forward to seeing you again.

Jacket Potato Lunch
Saturday 11th December 2021
At Sandford Village Hall 12.30 pm
In aid of All Saints Church Building Fund
Please contact Llyn Callow on 01934 823484 for details

Sandford & Churchill Fellowship
Our meetings for November, at Churchill Methodist Church on alternate
Tuesdays at 2.30 pm are:
Tuesday 2nd November - Ken Young
Tuesday 16th November - Rev. Peter Church
Tuesday 30th November - Sue Robson
Do come along for a time of friendship and fellowship.
For more information just contact Ann Pursey on 01934 823234 or
Eileen Westlake on 01934 822433.

Winscombe Community Singers

Tuesday 14th December 2021. 7:30 pm
St James the Great Church, Winscombe. BS25 1DE
Come & enjoy some Christmas Music from your local choir with a chance to
sing along to some favourite carols too!
Refreshments & raffle.
Tickets available from members of the choir and Farrons, Winscombe.

Winscombe Community Singers
Do you enjoy singing?
Come and join us!
Winscombe Community Centre
Tuesday Evenings at 7.30 pm
Musical Director: Rachel Mason
http://www.winscombecommunitysingers.co.uk/

Contact: 07900 693783: SimonJohnPage@gmail.com
NOVEMBER
TUES 2
WED 3
THURS 4
SAT 6
SUN 7
MON 8
TUES 9
WED 10
THURS 11
SUN 14
TUES 16
WED 17
THURS 18

SAT 20
SUN 21
TUES 23
WED 24
THURS 25
SUN 28

2021
DIARY
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
7.30pm
Sandford & District Gardening Club – Sandford Village Hall
9.30am
Scramblers – Church Centre
10.00am
Holy Communion – Church Centre
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James's
10.30am
Community Café – All Saints
3rd BEFORE ADVENT
See opposite page for details of Services
7.00pm
Licensing of Rev Andrew Hiscox as Vicar of St James’s & All Saints
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.00am
Holy Communion – Winscombe Hall
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
9.30am
Scramblers – Church Centre
10.00am
Holy Communion – Church Centre
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James's
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
See opposite page for details of Services
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
14.45pm
Holy Communion – Sewell House
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
9.30am
Scramblers – Church Centre
10.00am
Holy Communion – Church Centre
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James's
7.00pm
Friends of St James’s Annual Meeting & Talk – Church Centre
9.30am
Refresh-men-t - Railway Inn, Sandford
CHRIST THE KING
See opposite page for details of Services
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre
7.15pm
Choir Practice – St James’s
10.00am
Holy Communion – Church Centre
7.30pm
Bell Ringing – St James’s
1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT

TUES 30

See opposite page for details of Services
3.00pm
Christingle Service – St James’s Church
10.00am
Midweek Communion – All Saints Church Room
10.30am
Coffee Morning – Church Centre

BIBLE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER
Sunday 7th November
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-end
Hebrews 9:24-end
Mark 1:14-20
Sunday 21st November
Daniel 7:9-10
Psalm 93
Revelations 1:4-8
John 18:33-37

Sunday 14th November
Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16
Hebrews 20:11-14, 19-25
Mark 13:1-8
Sunday 28th November
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-9
1Thessalonians 3:9-end
Luke 21:25-36

Church Service Times
Opportunities to Worship in November
Sunday 7th November

8.00 am
10.00 am

St James’s
Church Centre

BCP Holy Communion
Café Church

Sunday 14th November

10.50 am
10.50 am
10.50 am

St James’s
All Saints
St John’s

Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service

Sunday 21st November

10.00 am

Church Centre

Family Holy Communion

6th Sunday 28th November

9.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

St James’s
All Saints
St John’s

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Se

Regular Midweek Services
EveryS Tuesday
Every Thursday

All Saints
Church Centre

10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

2.45 pm

Communion in the Community

Special Services in November
Wednesday 15th November Sewell House

Sunday 28th November

St James’s

3.00pm

Christingle Service

We Welcome
Theodore Louis Castellano and Joseph Russell Shaughnessy-Follows to our church family in Winscombe.
They were baptised at St James’s Church, Winscombe on Sunday 10th October 2021.
Ivy Reeves to our church family in Churchill. She was baptised at St John’s, Churchill on Sunday 24th October
2021.
We Remember
Our love and sympathy go to the families and friends of
James McGeoch whose funeral was held at St James’s Church, Winscombe, followed by cremation at Weston
Crematorium on Friday 1st October 2021. His ashes were buried in St James’s churchyard on Friday 8th
October 2021.
Elizabeth Hancock whose ashes were buried in All Saints churchyard on Wednesday 6 th October 2021.
Jonathan Vennall whose funeral took place at South Bristol Crematorium on Thursday 7 th October 2021.
Herbert Garmston whose funeral took place at Sedgemoor Crematorium on Monday 18th October 2021.
Organ Music at St. James’s in November
Sunday 10th October 9.30 am
Monday 8th November 7.00 pm
(Licensing of Rev. A. Hiscox
Sunday 14th November 10.50 am
Remembrance
Sunday 28th November 9.30 am

Schmucke ditch, o liebe Seele BWV 654
JS Bach
Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring
JC Bach
Adagio in G Minor
Albinoni
Primer a Notre Dame from Suite Gothique
Boellmann

Fugue in D minor BWV 539
JS Bach
Hornpipe from the WaterMusic
GF Handel
Elegy
G Thalben-Ball
Toccata from Suite Gothique
Boellmann

Cruse Bereavement Care
Cruse is a national charity that provides advice, information and support
to anyone who has been bereaved (children, young people and adults),
whenever or however the death occurred. The service is provided by
trained, experienced volunteers, and is confidential and free.
Cruse provides face-to-face, telephone, email and website support both
post- and pre- bereavement. We have a national helpline, and local
services throughout England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Our sister
organisation Cruse Scotland provides services in Scotland.
We offer:
• Someone to talk to face-to-face or on the telephone
• Online support
• Groups - some bereaved people find it helpful to talk to others in similar
circumstances
• Information - about many aspects of bereavement and other sources of help and
support
• Face-to-face, telephone helpline and online support for children and young people
For help and support and for details of your local Cruse Service
• Visit our website at www.cruse.org.uk
• Telephone our national helpline freephone on 0808 808 1677
• Email us at helpline@cruse.org.uk
Children and young people can
• Telephone our young people’s freephone helpline on 0808 808 1677
• Visit ‘Hope Again’ - our website designed by and for young people- at
www.hopeagain.org.uk
• Email Hope Again at hopeagain@cruse.org.uk

Christian Aid Quiz
A good time was had by all at the Christian Aid Quiz on
Friday 8th October. Stuart, our question master, tested our
grey cells with a variety of questions including rounds
called the ‘Bee’s Knees’ and ‘ABBA-Dabba-Doo’. The
penultimate round ‘Know Your Ruminants’ certainly sorted out the sheep from
the goats! Congratulations to the winning team ‘Spring Greens’. At least £400 was
raised for the Haitian Earthquake Appeal.

BadgersSet Christmas Folk Concert – Saturday 4th December 2021
Yes it’s true! After a year’s absence, BadgersSet will be bringing their Christmas show back
to St James’s Church on Saturday 4th December and it promises to be just as entertaining as
usual. Expect to see and hear a very wide variety of seasonal songs and tunes as well as
traditional dances from the south of England. More than a little humour might creep in here
and there, and you will, almost certainly, be asked to join in every now and then. If you’ve
been to one of their previous concerts, then you know what to expect. If not, then why not
come and find out? Folk music is not just about strumming guitars. Between them,
BadgersSet can boast expertise on no fewer than seventeen different instruments from the
harmonica to the bass. Blown, bowed, beaten, plucked and squeezed, their combination
provides the perfect accompaniment to the songs and a solid foundation to the traditional
tunes. As always, expect the unexpected!
Doors open at 7:00 pm and the show starts at 7:30 pm.
Tickets are £10 and include a glass of wine or soft drink and a seasonal mince pie and are
available from:
Winscombe Post Office
Martin Hagen on 01934 842511 or by email at hagen.martin@gmail.com
Derrick Claridge 01934 843014
See also advert opposite

November Quiz
All these questions relate to the month of November.
The answers can be found after the Wrington Vale Rotary Club article.
1. What are the two zodiac signs for the month of November?
2. Bonfire Night is celebrated on the 5th of November, but in which year was the
Gunpowder Plot?
3. Who designed the Cenotaph in London’s Whitehall?
4. Nancy Astor became Britain’s first woman MP in November 1919. Which city
did she represent?
5. What misleading name was given to the armed insurrection that took place in
Petrograd on 7th November 1917?
6. Which country used the November class of submarine from 1958 to 1990?
7. What number month was November in the ancient Roman calendar?
8. What was the name given to the famous speech made by Abraham Lincoln on
November 19th 1863?
9. On which day in November is Saint Andrew's Day?
10.In which city was John F. Kennedy assassinated on November 22nd 1963?

SANDFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
It was lovely to see over 50 people at our first meeting this year. John Dunster
welcomed some new members and we remembered two ladies who passed
away. Phyllis Hill was our chairman and a life long member of the club, a lovely
lady who we will miss. Also we will miss Peggy Curnow who was a regular
member.
John then introduced our speaker Mr Nick Morgan who gave us a wonderful
insight into the Great Glass House at Wisley. He started work there in 1993. It
took fourteen years to plan, design and build and cost six million pounds. It is the
size of ten tennis courts and the height was rising to forty feet high. The glass
house is controlled by computer to maintain levels of light, heat and ventilation
but the watering is done by hand.
Once it was built it was up to Nick to go to Holland, and with £20,000, he had the
task of buying plants and tropical trees to suit the glasshouse.
There are three sections to the glasshouse, Tropical, Moist Temperate and Dry
Temperate. They are home to plants from Australia, South America, North
America, South Africa, Chile, Madagascar and the Canary Islands.
John thanked Nick for his slideshow and talk.
The Sutton seed catalogues were there for us to pick up and also the bulbs for all
members for the Spring show.
Our next meeting will be our Xmas Party for all members on Wednesday 1 st
December 2021.
There will be no meeting in January.
Date for your diary
Wednesday 2nd February 2022 at 7.30 pm in Sandford Village Hall. There will be
a talk by Laura Batt on ‘Hedgehog Awareness’.

Garden Tips for November
When November arrives and the clocks have gone back we may
well feel gardened out and need a break from the garden, but
there are still some tasks that need to be carried out.

Dahlias
Lift dahlias after the first frost. Cut the stems back to 15cm, clean off any soil from the tubers
and stand them upside down to dry for a few days. Then pack them into crates with sand or
potting compost. Store in a dark frost free shed.
Roses and Buddleia
If you have not already done so, cut back shrub roses and buddleia by a third to protect them
from wind rock. A further final pruning can be carried out in the spring. In the case of climbing
roses, cut back thin, weak growth to the main framework. Prune stronger side shoots by two
thirds their length, cutting just above an outward facing bud. Tie in any vigorous new main
shoots that have grown from low down, bending them down to near horizontal.
Tulips
November is the best month for planting tulips as they can be affected by tulip fire virus if
planted too early. Consider adding them to the herbaceous border where there will be early
season gaps.
Shrubs and Trees
Now is the time to plant bare root trees. Here are a few suggestions for small gardens that
will provide interest at different times of the year.
Corylus Avellan ‘Red Majestic’ Red leaves, corkscrew stems and purple catkins to 4m.
Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Orange Peel’ Spidery orange flowers on bare branches during late
winter to 4m.
Malus ‘Indian Magic’ Small crab apple with orange-red fruits and spring blossom to 5m.
Photinia x fraseri ‘Red Robin” A shrub which can also be trained as a single-stem tree. Rich
green evergreen foliage, bright red new growth in spring.
Sorbus Helenae Compact rowan with pink winter buds, orange-scarlet autumn tones and
white berries flushed pink to 3m
Greenhouse
Now is the time to insulate the greenhouse with bubble wrap. Clean the glass thoroughly
with disinfectant first and clean up all the debris from the floor. Bring in tender plants such
as fuchsias, agapanthus and pelargoniums that are in containers. Water them sparingly over
winter, just enough to prevent the compost from drying out completely.

Joan Laura Evans (28th September 1925 - 31st May 2021)
Margaret, David and Martin wish to convey their grateful
thanks to all those who knew, loved and cared for Joan,
particularly since Derek died and in her latter years. Joan very
much valued the friendship and support she received, which
included help with transportation to and from church,
participating in communion at Sewell House and Winscombe
Hall, and being given large print books and leaflets to aid her
failing eyesight.
We much regret the decision not to proceed with the proposed Thanksgiving Service but felt it was the
correct and sensible option in light of continuing COVID uncertainties and restrictions; we did not wish
to put anyone at risk. Additionally, it would not have been the traditional service Joan would have
wished for and we trust everyone will understand and appreciate the reasons for our decision.
Donations in Joan’s memory may be sent directly to a charity of her choice - namely Mothers Union (Bath
and Wells), Church Mission Society or The Leprosy Mission.
Last, but not least, we wish to thank everyone most sincerely for their kind words of sympathy following
our beloved Mum’s passing – they have been of immense comfort to us.
The following poem by Elizabeth Craven was read at Joan’s cremation service in June.
I thank Thee, God, that I have lived
In this great world and known its many joys;
The songs of birds, the strong sweet scent of hay
And cooling breezes in the secret dusk,
The flaming sunsets at the close of day,
Hills, and the lovely heather-covered moors,
Music at night, and moonlight on the sea,
The beat of waves upon the rocky shore
And wild white spray, flung high in ecstasy:
The faithful eyes of dogs, and treasured books,
The love of kin and fellowship of friends
And all that makes life dear and beautiful.
I thank Thee, too, that there has come to me
A little sorrow and, sometimes, defeat,
A little heartache and the loneliness
That comes with parting, and the word “Goodbye”,
Dawn breaking after dreary hours of pain
When I discovered that night’s gloom must yield
And morning light break through to me again.
Because of these and other blessings poured
Unasked upon my wondering head,
Because I know that there is yet to come
An even richer and more glorious life,
And most of all, because Thine only Son
Once sacrificed life’s loveliness for me I thank Thee, God, that I have lived.

Wrington Vale Rotary Club
2022 Calendars. We have produced a calendar with beautiful A4 sized photographs
of interesting local views. Maybe this would make a different kind of present for your
discerning cousin. Something a little bit unusual? These are available from Alvis’s and
Wrington Shops for a very attractive price. These are very kindly printed at cost by
Maxwell House Printers.
All profits are in aid of local community activities and charities supported by Rotary
Recent speakers.
First Aid and Defibrillators
Mrs Annette Davey a professional First Aid Instructor and a close
relative of the President, gave a very much-needed reminder on
how to perform CPR and how to use a Defibrillator or EAD
(Automated External Defibrillator). Obviously, it was impossible to
give comprehensive training within an hour but it was all
exceedingly worthwhile. Old dogs, new tricks and all that but if
nothing else we should all now remember our DR ABC – Danger,
Response, Airway, Breathing and CPR - and have a real appreciation for just how much
every second matters if ever faced with such a life or death emergency. This was
accentuated by a recent near death incident experienced by the relative of a colleague.
Extensive questions underscored the value of the presentation.
Dr Alasdair Hotson Moore
Alasdair, a Veterinarian, worked at Langford as a Senior Lecturer in small animal
surgery. In 2018 he was invited to lead a new speciality veterinary hospital for pets in
Shanghai, China. Alasdair took us on a tour of China and its fun loving people. He spoke
of how they love to dance, generally in outside spaces, since their homes are so small.
Dressing up in all sorts of costumes also appeals to the friendly, happy Chinese.
Christianity is also stronger than one might expect.
However, it was dogs which had centre stage. Many better off Chinese citizens are
very fond of their dogs, dressing them in smart coats and even elaborate dresses and
little boots. It’s not uncommon to see them wheeled around in trolleys. His view is
that while we see dogs as part of the family, the Chinese tend to see them more like
dolls.
So, a fascinating discourse about his work and travels in this enormous country in which
Shanghai alone has 28 million people.

The Call Up
Our own Pat Kellaway and Bob Shaw or Bootsie and Snudge, aided by other members
who are sufficiently senior to have been National Servicemen, took us through the callup routine, induction medicals, the issuing of uniform, haircuts, spit-‘n’-polish, the
horrors of the first fourteen days and many other fascinating details. The most
important influence was THE SERGEANT. Some never got further than the Home
Counties but many were sent all over the world, to many areas of tension and conflict,
with consequential casualties and deaths from enemy action, accidents and disease.
The Korean War and treatment of POWs by the Chinese was notably horrendous. It
was agreed that despite the hardships, often interspersed with humorous incidents,
National Service changed young men for the better.
If you would like chat about Rotary in this area, please contact Ivor Metherell on 01761
462607 or Angie Biggs on 07790 400718
***************************************************************************************

November Quiz
Answers
1. Scorpio and Sagittarius
2. 1605
3. Edwin Lutyens
4. Plymouth
5. The October Revolution
6. Russia (U.S.S.R)
7. Ninth (November is from the Latin ‘novem’ meaning nine)
8. The Gettysburg Address
9. November 30th
10. Dallas
***************************************************************************

Save The Children’ Lunches
‘Save the Children’ lunches will be served in the Shipham Village Hall on
the second Friday of every month at 12.30 pm.
This month’s lunches are on:
Friday November 5th
Friday November 19th
Do please come and join us for soup, bread, cheese and homemade biscuits, tea or coffee.
Payments of £4.00 will be taken on the door and all profits go to Save the Children charity.
For further details contact Amanda Firth on 01934 844232

RNLI
WINSCOMBE & DISTRICT
BRANCH
RNLI WINSCOMBE BULB & GARDEN FURNITURE SALE
On the morning of Saturday 25th
September, the Branch held a very
successful Bulbs, Plants & Garden
Furniture Sale on Studley’s Forecourt in
Winscombe, that was well attended, much
appreciated and enjoyed by all attending.
Although money is still coming in, the total
at time of writing is £1,476 from the sale
itself and £423 from the sale of RNLI
Christmas Cards, Diaries, Calendars and
Souvenir Gifts. Branch Members were
pleased to receive a surprise visitor named
Gary Stanbury who is the Deputy
Coxswain and Mechanic of RNLI
Appledore Tamar All Weather Lifeboat, a
Helm of their Atlantic 85 and an RNLI
Assessor Trainer for the whole of SE/SW England. Another interesting visitor was “Freddie the Frog”
that arrived amongst the plants on sale. He was returned safely to Tina’s pond after the event was
over!
RNLI MINEHEAD RESCUES TWO PADDLE BOARDERS ON THEIR FIRST TRIP
With the return to work places and schools, September was a quieter month for our four Somerset
lifeboat stations with a total of 12 shouts (Minehead 4, Portishead 5 & W-s-M 3). Two beginner
paddle boarders discovered there is a lot more to the sport than meets the eye. On the afternoon of
Tuesday 7th September, the pair started their maiden voyage from Bossington Beach, near Porlock.
After watching them fall off several times, onlookers saw the tide rapidly carry the pair eastwards
around Hurlestone Point and when they failed to return they called 999. Both Minehead lifeboats
were launched just before 6pm and quickly located the pair just east of the point. Atlantic 85 helm
Phil Sanderson said: “As soon as they saw us they began waving their paddles – and it was clear
they were hugely relieved to see us. There was a really fierce current running round the point, it was
a big tide that night and even an experienced paddle boarder would have a job to make any way
against it, let alone someone new to the sport.The crew of Minehead’s D class nosed into the rocks
and recovered the couple who were put aboard the Atlantic 85 and quickly returned to their departure
point. Job Done!

RNLI CHRISTMAS CARDS, DIARIES, CALENDARS & SOUVENIR GIFTS
RNLI Winscombe Branch is planning a programme of RNLI Sales of Christmas Cards, Diaries,
Calendars and Souvenir Gifts; the dates in November are:
Saturday 6th November - St Mary’s Church, Wedmore
from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Thursday 25th November - Winscombe Thursday Market
from 09:00 am to 12:00. Noon

RNLI WINSCOMBE FOLK ON SATURDAY 6th NOVEMBER FEATURING GRANNY'S ATTIC
RNLI Winscombe’s first Folk Night since Lockdown One will be on Saturday 6th November in the
Church Centre (St James’ Church Hall), 52, Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA. “Granny’s
Attic” are a bunch of three young guys who give dynamic ACOUSTIC performances of their own
Folk Music.
The hall will be arranged “Café-Style”, with tables of four or six, and audience members will be
allocated seats at their tables so there will be TWO SESSIONS that evening to ensure that audience
numbers in the hall are limited to fifty in each session:
First Session – Doors will open at 6.30 pm for an hour-long concert starting at 7.00 pm prompt
and ending at 8:00 pm. The hall will be cleared and sanitised ready for the second performance.
Second Session – Doors will open at 8:30 pm for the second concert that will commence at
9.00 pm and end at 10.00 pm, allowing the hall to be cleared and sanitised after the performance.
Tickets cost £14 per person and will be issued electronically. They must be shown at the door.
Please contact James Barattini as soon as possible (e-mail: winscombe.folk@gmail.com) to book
your place at either of the events and please indicate your session preference; tickets will be issued
on a first come, first served basis. There will be NO tickets available on the door. Attendance
will be spread equally between the two sessions. If one session becomes fully booked, you will be
offered tickets for the other session.
There will be NO BAR to avoid queuing, and attendees are welcome to BRING THEIR
OWN beverages - Glasses will be supplied if required.”

FUTURE PROGRAMME
The programme is still very dependent on the overall Covid 19 situation and local infection rates but
the plan is to attend the Winscombe Late Night Shopping Event in Winscombe High Street on
Tuesday 7th December and the Winscombe Thursday Market on 16th December.
In the New Year the plan is to hold a Quiz Night at Shipham Village Hall on 29th January 2022 so
watch out for future news in this magazine, on local websites and on the RNLI Noticeboard at
Brown’s Corner.
Finally, the Branch has set up a Winscombe RNLI Group page on Facebook that will contain all
the future plans; anyone local can apply to join as a member;
contact: https://www.facebook.com/groups/831976350849360” .

SOMERSET CHORAL SOCIETY
AUTUMN CONCERT
SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER
Somerset Choral Society has been busy
rehearsing in Cheddar Catholic Church
every Wednesday evening since 8th September
in preparation for their Autumn Concert.
Their Autumn Concert will be in Axbridge
Church on Saturday 27th November at 7:30 pm.
The programme will be “The Vivaldi Gloria” and
“The Pergolesi Magnificat” together with other
canticles and will be conducted by their Musical
Director Daniel Cushing.
Tickets costing £10 can be obtained from Society members or by telephoning 01934
843727 or 01934 740160. There will be a “cash only” Wine & Soft Drinks Bar during
the interval.
More information may be obtained from Sarah at
SomersetChoralSociety@hotmail.com and may be found on local village
websites, posters on village and church noticeboards, and in local magazines and
newspapers.

Family Services at the Church Centre
(St. James’s, All Saints and St. John’s)
Join us on
Sunday November 7th: Café Church
Sunday November 21st: Family Communion
Sunday December 5th : Café Church
Children’s activities including lego, colouring and crafts.

Join the Fight Against Modern Slavery
Last month, on Anti-Modern Slavery Day, churches across Somerset were lit in
bright red as part of the Clewer Initiative’s campaign to show their stand against
modern slavery. Clewer seeks to raise awareness of all aspects of modern slavery
across the Church of England and wider church networks. They support churches
across the country to help tackle it where they are, especially with their Hidden
Voices programme.
200 years after the abolition of the slave trade there could still be up to 136,000
men, women and children trapped in modern slavery in the UK.
The first town to petition against the transatlantic trade slave was Bridgwater and
today the community is still active in battling slavery and are part of Hidden
Voices Somerset which involves lay people and clergy from five denominations.
The theme for this year’s Anti-Modern Slavery Day was #OrdinaryActivist and
Clewer shared stories of people from all walks of life doing their bit to fight
modern slavery, from the bride sourcing an ethical dress for her wedding to a
mum working in the evenings and during her child’s nap times to raise awareness
of the issue.
For more information visit: theclewerinitiative.org
A Community Approach to Ending Modern Slavery
Volunteer, Sian Owen runs the Hidden Voices, a Modern
Slavery Support group in Bridgwater and was shortlisted for
one of this year’s Modern Slavery Awards for her work.
How did you get involved with Hidden Voices?
I first heard about Hidden Voices about four years ago when
they ran a training course at my church, St Francis in
Bridgwater. I went to support the church but got very
interested in the subject. That intensified after the death of a
family member, who we later found out had been exploited.
What does your work involve?
It is mainly getting out into the community and onto the streets to raise
awareness of the issues. We started by getting in touch with the Mayor who put
me in touch with the leader of the Town Council who had recently written an
article about Bridgwater being the first town to petition against slavery back in

1785 and our network has grown from there. We try to attend as many
community events as possible, including the Bridgwater Together event which is
a celebration of the diversity of our community. It was a fantastic day, then
lockdown hit.
How has the pandemic affected your work?
I have been able to do some online training for village agents and they still keep
in touch and call us if they have any concerns. We have continued to be out and
about and visible as much as possible and my partner and I were even able to
spot an incident of County Lines drug exploitation on our early morning walks.
How can people help?
Everyone can learn to spot the signs and make a call. You can call the Modern
Slavery Helpline (08000 121700), the local police on 101 or the Gangmasters &
Labour Abuse Authority (0800 432 0804). You can also report it on their website
(https://www.gla.gov.uk/). The easiest thing to do is know your neighbour. If
someone moves a lot of people into a house and you see people leaving early in
the morning and not returning in the house, you are more likely to get a feel if
something is wrong if you have spoken to them. So start with saying ‘Hello!’
You could also take a look the Hidden Voices course available on the Clewer
website and do your own research.
Did you know?
▪ There are more people in slavery today than at any other time in
history.
▪ Forced labour happens in every country in the world.
▪ In 2019, in the UK 136,000 men women and children were trapped in
modern slavery.
▪ Only 30% of people feel confident about spotting the signs of modern
slavery.
▪ One small act by one person could change or save the life of someone
in desperate circumstances.

How you can help.
▪ Be aware.
▪ Understand the different scenarios where modern slavery can exist.
▪ Open your eyes to what is happening around you.
▪ Notice things and tell somebody if you think something is wrong.

There Is Much To Do.
Alistair Redfern, Assistant Bishop of Bath and Wells and Chair of the
Clewer Initiative
Our church faces many challenges about funding, organisation,
credibility and appropriate approaches to mission. Where might
modern slavery fit in?
Bath and Wells is a leading light within the Church of England in terms of a positive and
effective response to the growing evil of modern slavery. On behalf of the Clewer Initiative,
which coordinates the Church of England’s work in this area, I would like to say a huge thank
you to David Maggs, Sian Owen and others. They have helped the diocese lead the way in
raising awareness, offering training to establish community resilience, and fight back against
the phenomenon of county lines (the involvement of children and young people in drug
trafficking). They have also pioneered the development of partnerships, which enable the
church to play a key role in both care and prevention. Bath Abbey has been doing some
ground-breaking work about monuments and the transatlantic slave trade with an approach
which will be very helpful to others. Yet, with modern slavery increasing, there is much to
do.
Jesus calls us to love God and our neighbour as ourselves. The gospel makes clear that the
neighbour is not just the person next door, but is particularly the person everyone easily
passes by - while they are suffering without hope. In Matthew 25 Jesus makes it clear that
we meet Him in the poor and oppressed - or in Clewer’s words, Hidden in Plain Sight.
In the modern rush to grab cheap goods and services, we rarely notice those who may suffer
and are criminally controlled in order to provide them. As we rightly reorder our priorities
as churches, our ways of working and our mission and service are important aims. Modern
slavery is a key indicator of whether we aim to serve the church as our own safe place, or
whether we aim to be out and about looking to encounter and rescue and raise up those who
are trapped and suffering and generally ignored.
Let us not rest on our laurels, but build upon our work so far, so that others may be brought
good news, embraced into our communities, and given confidence to know the love of God
through the love of their neighbours.
To find out more about the Clewer Initiative go to www.theclewerinitiative.org
Every blessing
Bishop Alistair

Useful Telephone Numbers
Police

Non- Emergency
PCSO Kayley Anderson

Call 101
07802 874658

Fire

Non-Emergency

01179 262061

Police, Fire, Ambulance

Call 999

Utilities - Emergency

Gas - National Grid Gas
Electricity - Western Power Distribution
Water - Bristol Water
Water - Wessex Water (24 hour)

0800 111 999
Call 105
03457 023797
02456 004600

Health

NHS Health Enquiries
Winscombe Surgery
Banwell Surgery
Mendip Vale, Langford

Call 111
01934 842211
01934 820113
01934 852906

Hospitals

Weston General Hospital
Bristol Royal Infirmary
Bristol Southmead
Bristol Children’s Hospital

01934 636363
01179 230000
01179 505050
01179 665881

Pharmacy

Boots, Winscombe

01934 843168

Dentists

Honeycomb Dental Clinic
Winscombe Dental Practice

01934 842573
01934 842230

Veterinary

Alexandra and Hillyfields Vets
Langford Vets Small Animal Practice

01934 843381
01934 852422

North Somerset Council

Information
Out of Hours Emergency
Environmental Problems
Council Tax and Benefits
Social Services

01934 888888
01934 622669
01934 888802
01934 888144
01275 888801

Parish Councils

Winscombe and Sandford
Churchill and Langford

01934 844257
01934 316333

Assistance

Winscombe Contact Scheme
Sandford Helpline
Churchill Churches Volunteer Driver Scheme
Samaritans (North Somerset)
Citizens Advice Bureau
Churchill and Langford Minibus

07888 812398
01934 822030
01934 852239
0330 094 5717
0808 278 7973
01934 852589

Schools

Winscombe Primary School
Sandford Primary School
Churchill Academy and Sixth Form
Sidcot School

01934 843407
01934 852602
01934 852771
01934 843102

We hope you have enjoyed reading Signpost
Don’t forget to send us your email address to receive next month’s Signpost and future
editions.
Email us at parishmag2@gmail.com

Have you seen the newly created mural on the front of the
Church Centre?

The beautiful flowers were created by children from Winscombe and
Sandford Primary Schools and those who attend our family services.

