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Who’s Who in Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill Churches 
 

Priest-in-Charge    Reverend Andrew Hiscox  07970 011502 
St James the Great, Winscombe  The Vicarage, 11 Holstein Avenue,  
All Saints, Sandford    Winscombe, BS25 1EJ 
St John the Baptist, Churchill   rev.andrew.hiscox@hotmail.com   
 
Church Centre Office    52 Woodborough Road,   01934 844650 
      Winscombe, BS25 1BA  
 
PCC Secretary                  William Du Croz    07960 697874 
      wducroz@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Churchwardens 
St James the Great, Winscombe  Derrick Claridge    01934 843014 
      winscombechurchwarden@gmail.com  
 
All Saints, Sandford    Diana Williams    01934 852449 
      sandfordchurchwarden@gmail.com  
 
St John the Baptist, Churchill   Tricia Avery    01934 852360 
      averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk  
 
Churchill Methodist    18 The Drive, Churchill, BS25 5PL 
Minister     Reverend Meg Slingo   01934 852314 
Pastor     Ken Young    01934 852686 
 
Lynch Chapel      The Lynch, Winscombe, BS25 1AR 
Pastor/Minister    Reverend Duncan Tuck   01934 733886 
 
Sidcot Quakers 
Meeting House    Oakridge Lane, Sidcot, BS25 1LT  01934 843065 
 
Roman Catholics    Our Lady Queen of Apostles,  01458 835931 
      Cheddar     
 

We hope you will enjoy this copy of ‘Signpost’.  
 

Future copies will be available by email. 
 

If you would like to receive future copies electronically, please send 
your email address to parishmag2@gmail.com. 
 

A limited number of printed copies will be available from some local 
shops, each of our churches and the Church Centre (St James’s 
Church Hall). 
 

If you are unable to receive your copy by email please telephone the 
Church Office (01934 844650) and leave a message including your 
full name and address. 
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This magazine is one of the ways we are fulfilling our New Vision 
 

 
 

From the Vicarage                              
 

Welcome to our new parish magazine, ‘Signpost’! 
This, our first edition, covers village life in 
Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill. I’m delighted 
that we are able to produce this magazine again 
after a break due to the pandemic and want to begin 
by thanking the team of volunteers who are involved 

in its production and distribution.    
 
I wonder, do you have a favourite season of the year?  This first 
publication comes to you in September, the beginning of Autumn.  
September is underrated, often regarded with disappointment as the 
conclusion of summer holidays and the beginning of wetter months.  
But it is also true to say September can have sunny periods rivalling 
those of July and August, with temperatures pleasantly high and of 
course we start to see the ochres and oranges of the turning leaves.  
It inspired Keats to call it the ‘season of mellow fruitfulness’. 
September is also a month of change and new beginnings, as younger 
folk commence a new academic year, and many village activities 
resume after their summer recess.   
 
It is also a time when we celebrate harvest.  The historic reason for 
our long school summer holidays is due to harvest, when even the 
children were needed to work in the fields to gather in the crops.  
Harvest is traditionally a time when people were thankful for the fruit 
of the land and for each other, as they laboured and celebrated the 
endeavour of the past year.   
 
We also have a lot to be thankful for after more than 18 months of 
pandemic restrictions - for example, a deeper sense of community, a 
greater appreciation of one’s neighbours, the resilience of the young, 
the depth of care given to the elderly and overwhelming gratitude for 



our key workers.  Many of these workers turned out to be the ones 
we might not have named pre-pandemic, such as lorry drivers, 
shopping delivery drivers, postmen and women, news presenters who 
have kept us informed, scientists who’ve worked tirelessly to develop 
vaccines, teachers in our schools, those staffing foodbanks, and of 
course the doctors and nurses in our wonderful NHS.   
 
Nowadays we have tractors and harvesters to do much of the manual 
work for us, but we can still regard harvest and Autumn with gratitude.   
That’s why I like this modern rendition of the traditional harvest hymn 
‘We plough the fields and scatter’.  It offers a present-day take on 
harvest, but also prompts us to consider the generous God who gave 
us this planet and the creativity and ingenuity to enjoy it and help each 
other.  Why not come and celebrate Harvest with us on Sunday 26th 
September, 9.30 am St James Church, Winscombe or 11.00 am All 
Saints Sandford or 11.00 am St John’s Churchill? 

Rev’d Andrew Hiscox 

 
 

 
 

 



  

We plough the fields with tractors, 
With drills we sow the land; 

But growth is still the wondrous gift 
Of God’s almighty hand. 

We add our fertilisers 
To help the growing grain; 

But for its full fruition, 
It needs God’s sun and rain. 

 
All good gifts around us 

Are sent from heaven above, 
Then thank the Lord, 

O thank the Lord, 
For all his love. 

 
To gather in the harvest 

Machines now lead the way. 
We reap the fields with combines, 

We bale the new mown hay; 
But it is God who gives us 
Inventive skills and drive; 
Which lighten daily labour 

And give us fuller lives! 
 

He only is the maker 
Of galaxies and stars; 

Of birds and beasts and flowers, 
And any life on Mars. 

Atomic powers obey him, 
Yet still the birds are fed; 

By him our prayer is answered: 
Give us our daily bread. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Signpost - The Parish Magazine 
This magazine is created by the Anglican Churches in the Benefice of Winscombe, 
Sandford and Churchill.  It aims to serve and reach out to the local village communities 
and in doing so provide opportunities for the residents to become more aware of 
activities across all Christian denominations and within our villages. 
 
Next Month’s Magazine 
The deadline for the October 2021 Magazine is Sunday 12th September.  Please submit 
items as Word documents to parishmag2@gmail.com which should be no longer than 
400 words.  If you are including photographs please ensure that you have the permission 
of anyone appearing in the photograph for them to be published in this magazine.  Please 
supply high resolution photographs as jpegs. 
 
The Editorial Team reserve the right to amend or reformat submitted articles. 
 
We will be producing limited printed copies of ‘Signpost’ and encourage as many people 
as possible to receive their copy electronically. 
If you would like to receive future editions of this magazine by email please send your 
email address to parishmag2@gmail.com   
 
Our Website 
www.winsandchurches.org.uk  
 
Our website is the ‘go to place’ for information about our Churches and activities.  It is 
regularly updated with the latest news and information. 
 

❖ Home Page:  latest news, monthly service plan 

❖ Our Vision: find out about our plans for the future 

❖ Church Life: our activities and groups  

❖ Our Podcasts and Videos: a library of Church services to watch or listen to 

❖ Parish Magazine: download the latest copy and find out how to contribute 

❖ Hire A Venue: how to hire our Church Centre, Churches and meeting rooms 

 
 

How To Find Our Churches - If you need directions to:- 
 St James the Great Church, Church Lane, Winscombe, BS25 1DE,  
 All Saints Church, Hill Road, Sandford, BS25 5NY,  
 St John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Churchill, BS25 5QW  
 Church Centre, 52 Woodborough Road, Winscombe, BS25 1BA,  

please use your Satnav with the postcodes, or visit the website www.achurchnearyou.com 

mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
http://www.winsandchurches.org.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/


“Not the Michaelmas Fair” 
Saturday 11 September 2021 

11.00 am to 4.00 pm   

 
Like the Michaelmas Fair, just different 

Village Fete/ Bring a Picnic 
 

Winscombe Community Association are very excited to announce the 
return of this annual event (Covid-19 & weather allowing). 
 
It will be a slightly simpler occasion with some exciting new additions such 
as a ‘Bring Your Own Picnic’ and Fete.  The favourite games and stalls will 
return alongside some new ones including the Toys for Toddlers & Babies, 
Handbags & Jewellery and Cakes, Bakes and Goodies! 
 

There will be a Bar and a BBQ and this year there will be 
 

NO ENTRY FEE! 
 

Unfortunately, there will not be any competitions/entries/classes for 
produce, artwork etc. so please keep hold of your trophies for the 
moment.  Hopefully this will return in 2022! 
 
We very much need the following help and donations: 
 
Cakes, Bakes & Goodies * CE marked Teddies * Tombola Prizes * Craft 
supplies   
 
Good quality Bric a brac * Handbags * Jewellery * Raffle prizes * 
Volunteers! 

Please contact Jackie on 07811 292 909 
 

Winscombe Community Centre 
1 Sandford Road, Winscombe BS25 1JA 

 



 

Opening our Churches!  

 
 

St James the Great, Winscombe 
St James’s Church is now open to visitors from 9.00am to 6.00pm daily. We are 
pleased that, thanks to a team of volunteers, we have re-opened St James’s 
during the day for private prayer, for walkers passing through the churchyard 
and other visitors. Unfortunately, we are unable to offer refreshments at the 
moment, although the bowl of water is available on the steps for our 4-legged 
friends! 

 

All Saints, Sandford 
All Saints will re-open daily between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm from the beginning 
of the new school term. 

St John’s, Churchill 
St John's doesn't open on a regular basis but there is a list in the notice board of 
key holders who will respond to a request to open the church. 
   

 

 
 

Wedding Bells at last! 
We are thrilled that weddings are beginning to take place 
again at our churches with several planned for the coming 
months. 
 

The first of these was the wedding of Esther Munnion and Oliver Macfarlane 
on Saturday August 7th at St James’s. Congratulations Ollie and Esther! 

 



 

What is the Church Centre? 
The Church Centre is the new name for St James’s Church Hall in 
Winscombe. 
 

The new name supports our vision which is for the Church to be at 
the heart of the local community. It also shows that this is a centre 
for all three churches that are currently working together, St James’s, 
All Saints and St John’s. 
 

You will see this new name being used on our posters and publicity. 
 

You will also start to see some changes at 
the Church Centre itself. We are working 
hard to make the outside of the centre 
more attractive so look out for a mural 
appearing gradually over the coming 
months and we are planning to have new 
curtains indoors. 
 
This is just the start of a long term project to improve our facilities so 
that we can further serve and support the local community. 
 
 

  

We are delighted that our 
weekly Tuesday Coffee 
Morning has started again. 
 
Everyone is welcome to 
come along to enjoy a hot 
drink, biscuit and a chat. 
 
We look forward to seeing 
those of you who have 
enjoyed Coffee Mornings in 
the past and look forward to 
seeing some new faces too. 



 
 

"Refresh-men- " is coming home 

 
“Refresh-men-” is coming back dear friends...home to The Railway Inn 
Sandford, hopefully on Saturday 18th September at 9.30 am.  The price will still 
be £10 per member until at least the end of the year! 
 

For those new to our area, and what we get up to, "Refresh-men- " is an 
opportunity for men in our three parishes to get together for a good "Full 
English" (or less if you wish!) and our aim is to give men a chance to meet in a 
relaxed, informal way and to enjoy a meal with friends while receiving some 
thoughts and inspiration on topics of interest.   
 

You can head over to our web page for a bit more information at:  
https://winsandchurches.org.uk/mens-breakfast 
 

In the first instance, though, you need to register with Richard Noy, our 
members' secretary.  Call him on 01934 843529 (if you're not already a member) 
to make sure you're registered to receive all e-mails regarding the future 
meetings, even if you can't come to the next one. Alternatively, you can e-mail 
him at busmantoo@aol.com. 
 

All members (new and existing) will receive due notice if our planned meeting 
in September can go ahead and at that time you can state your meal 
preference.  We look forward to welcoming you all on the third Saturday of the 
month and for a good turnout to celebrate our "return from exile" 
 
 

mailto:busmantoo@aol.com


The Friends of St James’s Church 
Lockdown has ended and we can finally meet in person for our very belated 
AGM on Thursday 18th November. It will start at 7.00 pm in the Church Centre, 
formerly St James’s Church Hall, and be followed at 7.30 pm by an illustrated 
talk by  Clive Burlton, ‘Bristol’s Lost City’    
More details will appear in the next magazine.  
Looking forward to 2022 we will be holding our traditional celebration of Burns 
Night on Saturday 22nd January. 
 

A New Visitors’ Guide to St James’s Church 
Every year hundreds of people visit St James’s 
Church and many write appreciative comments in 
the visitors’ book. A new short, illustrated, guide to 
the church has been produced by The Friends of St 
James’s just in time for the re-opening of the church 
following its long closure during the pandemic. The 
new guide has been kept deliberately brief and 
focuses on what is significant and can be seen on a 
short visit.   
The production of the new guide has been an 
opportunity to revise some of the early history of 
the church. For example, there is growing evidence 
to suggest that there was a church here long before 
that consecrated in 1236.     

Did you know that the font is very uncommon and may well be Saxon?  We have 
the wonderful medieval glass and, often overlooked, is the list of incumbents 
which reveals a very dark time in both Winscombe’s and the nation’s history – 
the Black Death. 

SD 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A Belated Christmas Celebration 

Like many families Mo and Paul Matthews were disappointed when last year’s 
Christmas dinner with all the family was cancelled due to COVID. Determined 
not to miss out they rearranged it for 25th July this year instead. They put up a 
marquee in the garden and 20 members of their family sat down to turkey, 

gammon, roast potatoes, five different veg and all 
the trimmings! The weather was fine and sunny, 
and everyone enjoyed the food and meeting up. 
 
Their next Christmas dinner is planned for 
November. This one won’t be in the garden 
though, unless global warming makes it possible! 
 



SEPTEMBER 2021 DIARY  
 

Wed 1  7.30 pm Choir Practice - St James’s 
Thurs 2 10.00 am Holy Communion - Church Centre   
  7.30 pm Bell Ringing - St James's 
Sat 4  10.30 am Community Café - All Saints  
Sun 5  TRINITY 14 See opposite page for details of Services 
Mon 6  7.00 pm PCC Meeting - Church Centre  
Tues 7 10.00 am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 
  10.30 am Coffee Morning - Church Centre    
Wed 8  7.15 pm Choir Practice - St James’s 
Thurs 9 10.00 am Holy Communion - Church Centre 
  7.30 pm Bell Ringing - St James's 
Sun 12 TRINITY 15 See opposite page for details of Services  
Mon 13 1.00 pm Scramblers - Church Centre 
Tues 14 10.00 am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 
  10.30 am Coffee Morning - Church Centre 
Wed 15 2.45 pm Communion in the Community - Sewell House  
  7.15 pm Choir Practice - St James’s 
Thurs 16 10.00 am Holy Communion - Church Centre 
  7.30 pm Bell Ringing - St James's 
Sat 18  9.30 am Refresh-men-t Men’s Breakfast - Railway Inn Sandford 
Sun 19 TRINITY 16 See opposite page for details of Services 
Mon 20 1.00 pm Scramblers - Church Centre 
Tues 21 10.00 am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 
  10.30 am Coffee Morning - Church Centre    
Wed 22 7.15 pm Choir Practice - St James’s 
Thurs 23 10.00 am Holy Communion - Church Centre 
  7.30 pm Bell Ringing - St James's 
Sun 26 TRINITY 17 See opposite page for details of Services 
Mon 27 1.00 pm Scramblers - Church Centre 
Tues 28 10.00 am Midweek Communion - All Saints Church Room 
  10.30 am Coffee Morning - Church Centre 
Wed 29 7.15 pm Choir Practice - St James’s 
Thurs 30 10.00 am Holy Communion - Church Centre 
  7.30 pm Bell Ringing - St James’s 
 
 

Need a Venue for Your Event? 
We have several venues available to hire  

In Winscombe 
Our Church Centre (with kitchen) 

St James’s Church 
St James’s Churchyard Room 

In Sandford 
All Saints Church 

All Saints Meeting Room 
To find out more or to book please visit our online booking system at: 

https://hallbookingonline.com/winscombe 
 

 

 

https://hallbookingonline.com/winscombe


Church Service Times 
Opportunities to Worship in September 

     

 

Regular Midweek Services 
 

Every Tuesday                All Saints          10.00 am           Holy Communion 
Every Thursday                Church Centre         10.00 am           Holy Communion 
 

Special Services in September 
 

Wednesday 15th September    Sewell House          2.45 pm             Communion in the 
Community 
 
 

We Congratulate 
 

Our love and congratulations go to 
 
Oliver Macfarlane and Esther Munnion who were married at St James’s Church, Winscombe, 
on Saturday 7th August 2021. 
 
Darren Jones and Peach Sellers who were married at All Saints Church, Sandford, on Friday 
20th August 2021. 
 
 

We Remember 
 
Our love and sympathy go to the family and friends of  
 

Joyce Sweeting whose funeral was held at All Saints Church, Sandford, on Wednesday 18th 
August 2021, followed by committal at Ilex Lane Cemetery. 
 
Margaret (Betty) Wall whose committal at St Mary the Virgin, Christon took place on 
Thursday 19th August 2021. 
 
Alan Bishop whose funeral was held at Weston Crematorium on Monday 23rd August 2021. 
 

 

 Sunday 5th September  8.00 am St James’s  BCP Holy Communion 
     10.00 am Church Centre  Café Church                    
   
        Sunday 12th September           9.30 am St James’s  Holy Communion 
     11.00 am All Saints  Holy Communion 
     11.00 am St John’s  Morning Worship 
Ser  
 Sunday 19th September  10.00 am Church Centre  Family Holy Communion 
 
6th   Sunday 26th September 9.30 am St James’s  Harvest Holy Communion 
F                                 11.00 am All Saints  Harvest Morning Worship 
            11.00 am St John’s  Harvest Holy Communion 
 
 
S 
 

 



 
Lynch Chapel 
 

John Milton, the 17th century poet, and writer of ‘Paradise Lost,’ wrote, 
‘Prudence is the virtue by which we discern what is proper to do under various 
circumstances in time and place.’ In other words, ‘Be cautious.’ That appears to 
have become a watchword. Whilst some, with legal restrictions lifted, have 
thrown caution to the wind, and are embracing freedom, others are taking it 
one step at a time.  
Church has always been like that. Churches get accused of dragging their heels, 
but, on the majority of occasions, it is simply approaching each day with what 
Milton would call prudence. We prefer to not have to say, ‘We got it wrong’ 
because we rushed into things too early. 
With that in mind, our services are now operating as normally as possible; but, 
we would like to honour those who are still afraid of what Covid might do. 
Therefore, we ask people to continue to use masks. For now, we don’t have 
coffee after the service, but we hope to offer a garden gathering for coffee and 
chat whenever possible. Singing is allowed but only behind masks (unless you 
want to lead the singing from the front). 
Worship services are every Sunday in September, at 10:30 am. Communion will 
be shared on 5th September, and anyone who wants to follow Jesus is welcome 
to share with us - we don’t have a ‘members only’ philosophy.   
A short, gentle Evening Communion Service is on 12th September at 6:30 pm. 
We also have a monthly Midweek Service, on 1st September at 10:30 am.  
Other activities, such as Knit and Natter group, are planned and will be 
reintroduced as time goes by.  
 
Recorded Messages 
Our extra facility, during the restrictions, of providing weekly recorded messages 
and Study Notes has now ceased. However, our services are normally still 
recorded and available to listen to on our website: lynchchapel.org.uk. 
 
Home Groups 
If you want to join a home group, talking together about something to do with 
our faith, in a safe environment, get in touch. 
 
Other events will continue to pop up from time to time. Information about 
these, and all the above, can be found on our website, or may be found on 
notices around the village. 
 
We continue to pray for those in need, so get in touch. Any requests for prayer 
will be welcomed and treated with confidentiality and respect.  
 
 
 

http://lynchchapel.org.uk/


 

 
First of all a HUGE thank you to Paul and Mo Matthews for their amazing 
hospitality as they once again opened their garden to provide Coffee, Lunch and 
Cream Teas on a dry and warm day in mid-August.  It was so special to be able 
to enjoy their beautiful garden and to see so many of you again after the 
restrictions of the Covid pandemic and you supported us wholeheartedly!    
Amazingly we raised over £1,200.00 (almost exactly the same as in 2019!) and 
our thanks also go to the large team of workers who cooked, served, washed-up 
and ran the stalls.   As always, Winscombe is truly generous in its support of The 
Children’s Society. 
 
Which leads on to the next event which needs your support! 
 
COFFEE MORNING & BOX OPENING 
Thursday 14th October 2021 
 
Our ANNUAL COFFEE MORNING and BOX OPENING is on Thursday 14th October 
from 10.30 am -12 noon in the Church Centre.   Last year we were unable to 
provide you with Coffee and stalls but this year we hope all will be back to 
normal and we plan to have Bric-a-Brac and Home Produce stalls as well as the 
ever-popular Children’s Society Christmas Cards. 
 
 

Sandford and Churchill Fellowship 
 

After the prolonged break this friendly group is finally reconvening this 
September. We meet fortnightly at Churchill Methodist Church from September 
through to May, now at a new time of 2.30 pm, for a time of friendship and 
companionship. The afternoon commences with a short time of worship, 
followed by a speaker and concludes with refreshments and chat. 
 

The September meetings are: 
Tuesday 7th September – A.G.M. 

Tuesday 21st September – Revd Meg Slingo 
 

Do come and join us.  
For more information just contact Ann Pursey on 01934 823234 or  

Eileen Westlake on 01934 822433 

 

 



Wrington Vale Rotary Club 
Still under military command – a new Rotary Year. 

After a difficult year due to 
Covid, retiring President, Roger Vincent, a 
retired Senior Sub Mariner, hands over 
the Chain of office to Bob Preedy, a 
retired Senior Artillery Officer.  Hopefully 
with more normal times to come. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh.  We are saddened by 
the passing of the Duke of Edinburgh, a 
strong supporter of Rotary and a regular 

visitor to the Windsor Club.  Also, an Honorary Member of many other Clubs. 
 
Malaria in Africa.  Rotary International has awarded $2m to partners for a 
Malaria-Free Zambia.  This is matched by $2m from the Gates Foundation and 
World Vision, providing $6m to fight Malaria in Zambia. More news on this 
initiative in the future. 
 
Recent Speakers 
Orthopaedic Surgery.  Dr John Dixon took us on a fascinating tour through the 
history of orthopaedic surgery, from its beginnings working with children’s bone 
deformities to the present day.  Following hip and knee replacement, now 
shoulders, ankles, wrists and even fingers can be replaced.  New operation 
techniques have changed these replacements beyond recognition, helping the 
NHS to save time and money, as well as being able to deal with joint problems 
at a much earlier stage.  John strongly advises young medical students to go into 
orthopaedics. 
 
Mending the Gap. Mandella Mogisiangio told a fascinating story starting with 
growing up in a poor village in Kenya and eventually becoming a diplomat mixing 
with politicians on the global stage at the UN, to then landing and settling in 
Somerset. 
The Charity brings together many different groups, be they generational, 
educational, wealth and so forth.  It aims to improve the educational 
opportunities for those back in his native Kenya, not unnaturally beginning with 
his own former community.  This he does by also widening the educational 
experience of children from many schools in our local area.  These children go 
to Kenya where they live literally in the community, seeing the way the Kenyans 
live, the hurdles they have to overcome and in general seeing how hard life can 
really be.  It’s proved very successful, a local charity with an international 
flavour. He was passionate and committed and has achieved real results, for all 
communities involved.   
  



Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Light Railway.  Mr Paul Gregory, a historian 
and specialist on this subject, gave an in-depth review with photographs and 
maps illustrating its history, finishing his talk with google maps of the scene 
today.  
In 1841 the mainline Paddington, Bristol onto Bridgwater railway was opened.  
However, there was a more local need requiring direct connections from 
Weston to Clevedon then on to Portishead.  Known as the WC & P!   
Around 1897 the River Yeo was bridged in difficult terrain enabling the 
connection from Weston to Clevedon and Portishead using standard gauge and 
poor-quality wooden sleepers.  
A wonderful insight by an expert. 

If you would like to chat about Rotary in this area, please contact Ivor Metherell 
on 01761 462607 or Angie Biggs on 07790 400718 

 

It happened in September Quiz. 
1. In 1829 the first British police force was established in London. They became known 

as 'bobbies', why? 
 

2. Jochen Rindt died in September 1970, but in what profession did he become 
famous? 

 

3. Which Scottish engineer and architect, who died in September 1834, designed the 
Menai Suspension Bridge? 

 

4. Whose funeral in September 1997 was watched by an estimated 2.5 billion on 
television as well as 1 million who lined the streets for the funeral procession? 

 

5. Born in September 1913, Bill Shankly made 297 appearances as a player for which 
club? 

 

6. In September 1952 which novelist published the Pulitzer Prize winning novel The Old 
Man and the Sea 

 

7. 44 Spanish settlers founded which place, when translated to English, was 'The 
Village of Our Lady, the Queen of the Angels' in September 1781? 

 

8. In 1888, George Eastman received a patent for his camera that used roll film and 
registered which trademark? 

 

9. Mark Spitz became the first competitor to win seven medals at a single Olympic 
Games, but which year’s games were they? 

 

10. The maiden journey of the USS Shenandoah took place in 1923. What was special 
about this? 

 
Answers can be found below the Wrington Vale Inner Wheel Club article. 



SOMERSET CHORAL SOCIETY RE-STARTING THIS AUTUMN 
  

Somerset Choral Society is pleased to announce it will 
recommence Communal Rehearsals and activities in 
September in preparation for a concert in Axbridge Church on 
Saturday 27th November. 

  

Their term will begin with a “Come and Sing Vivaldi Gloria” on Saturday 4th 
September starting at 10:00 am and lasting to 2:30 pm. The venue will 
be Cheddar Catholic Church Tweentown, BS27 3HU. Registration will be at 
10:00am with Tea & Coffee provided and rehearsing will be from 10:30 am to 
12:00 noon with a lunch break to 1:00 pm (Bring your own lunch) and a second 
session from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm ending with a short performance of the work. 
Singers from the Society and any other choirs in the area will be welcomed so 
come and try out Somerset Choral Society and see whether you like choral 
singing; the fee will be £10.00 for the day and will include provision of a score 
although singers are encouraged to bring their own scores if they have one.  
 

For more details or to register to take part please contact “Sarah 
at SomersetChoralSociety@hotmail.com or telephone 01934-742134”. Look 
out for posters that provide more details. 
  

The first formal rehearsal of the Autumn Term will be on Wednesday 8th 
September at 7:30 pm again in Cheddar Catholic Church Tweentown BS27 
3HU and thereafter every Wednesday evening between 7:30 pm and 9:30 pm. 
Once “the new Catholic Church Community Hall” is completed and open, 
rehearsals will transfer to the new Hall. The music this term will be “The Vivaldi 
Gloria” and “The Pergolesi Magnificat” in preparation for the Autumn Concert 
in Axbridge Church on Saturday 27th November at 7:30 pm. Membership fees 
will remain at £55.00 for the term and will include one ticket for the concert.” 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

All Saints Church Community Café 
 

All Saints Church Community Café will be 
recommencing on Saturday 4th September 

from 10.30 am - 12.30 pm 
 
 
 

We serve coffee, a variety of teas and soft drinks along with 
homemade cakes, biscuits and soup. 

 
We have missed you and look forward to seeing you again. 

 

mailto:SomersetChoralSociety@hotmail.com


Winscombe and Sandford Youth Club 
Winscombe and Sandford Youth Club will open 
again on Thursday 9th September. 
We meet on a weekly basis from 7.00 pm to 9.00 
pm. We are open to any young people from 
Winscombe and Sandford who are in school years 

6 to 11. We meet in the building next to the Art Shed at the Community Centre. 
As well as snooker and table tennis we try to provide a variety of activities. We 
play board games, play games outside, have barbecues, night hikes, occasional 
theatre trips and do many craft activities.  
Come along and see what we have to offer. For more information contact Denise 

on 01934 843466 or Lyn on 01934 842214. 
 

Mendip Folk Dance Club 
Monday 13th September 

and 
Monday 27th September 

The Church Centre (St. James’ Church Hall), Winscombe BS25 1AQ 
8.00 pm – 10.00 pm £3 per person 

New dancers welcome (first night free of charge) 
For further details contact Pat 01934 742853 

 

 
Saturday 2nd October 2021 London Mozart Players Quartet 
with clarinettist, Michael Collins.  Led by the incredibly 
talented violinist, Ruth Rogers and featuring Mozart’s famous 
Clarinet Quintet, this evening will certainly ensure that 
Churchill Music’s new series of concerts begins with an 

explosion of music to rekindle our spirits.   A critic from Gramophone Magazine wrote: 
“Michael Collins plays with an irresistible exuberance that I’ve not heard equalled.” His 
dazzling virtuosity and sensitive musicianship has rightly caused him to become a 
household name. In this concert Michael joins up with the principal string players from 
the London Mozart Players.  Ruth Rogers is well known to Churchill Music 
concertgoers not only for her talent but also for her rapport with the audience ensuring 
that we all feel welcomed as part of their performance. In addition to the timeless 
musical masterpiece - Mozart’s famous Clarinet Quintet, the concert will be launched 
with the joyful Haydn String Quartet.  We will also be treated to the sparkling and 
extremely virtuosic quintet by Weber.  This celebratory programme should provide a 
tonic to the trials and tribulations of the past locked down period and is surely a concert 
not to be missed!   Churchill Music is looking forward to welcoming our audiences 
again.  Rest assured, we will be COVID-aware and do everything possible to ensure 
your concert experience is the best possible. 
  
Further information:  Jan Murray 01934 853518 or info@churchillmusic.org.uk 
Tickets: Champions of Churchill Music £12.50; Non-Champions £16.50; Under 18s 
£4.50      
Available from: Mary Smallwood 01934 852589 or tickets@churchillmusic.org.uk 

mailto:info@churchillmusic.org.uk
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Inner Wheel Club of Wrington Vale 
 

One year ends and another begins straight away.  The only grass growing 
under our feet was at our first meeting of the new IW year which was held 
in the garden of Winscombe member Sue Burrows.  And what a beautiful 
garden it was!  As the same team as last year were continuing in their roles 
there was no need for a handover but we celebrated by inducting a new 
member, Sue Read.  Looking suitably impressed she was presented with 
her badge by Past President Angie Horne. And then we relaxed and had 
tea!  The three ‘bosses’ were all smiles and the members then sat around 
chatting and chilling.  A grand day out (sorry Gromit!) 

                            
We meet on the second Thursday of the month at the White Hart in 
Wrington, BS49 5AR starting at 6.30 pm, with a speaker at 7.00 pm  

and our meal at 8.00 pm. 
New members are always very welcome. 

For Further Information Telephone Yvonne – 01934 842976 
 

 
 It Happened in September Quiz Answers 
1. They took their nickname from the name of the Home Secretary Sir Robert Peel 
2. Racing Driver 
3. Thomas Telford 
4. Princess Diana 
5. Preston North End 
6. Ernest Hemingway 
7. Los Angeles 
8. Kodak 
9. 1972 
10. It was the first U.S. airship 
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 BULB, PLANT & GARDEN FURNITURE SALE – SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 
  
Following the successful “Car Boot Sale” in Winscombe on Bank Holiday Monday 
30th August, the Branch is planning another outdoor event on Saturday 25th 
September. This will be an RNLI Bulb, Plant & Garden Furniture Sale. 
  
The Sale will take place outside the Winscombe Community Centre (TBC) 
between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm and, while planned as an outdoor activity, will 
revert to within the Community Centre as a wet weather alternative. The Garden 
Items will include Autumn Plants, Bulbs, Acer Saplings, Garden & Workshop 
Tools, Garden Furniture & Chris’s Table; there will also be RNLI Souvenirs and 
refreshments including beverages, hot dogs and bacon butties. For more details 
or if you have items to donate for sale, please contact Tina by e-mail on 
meejlfh@gmail.com or 01934 842304; large items can be collected by 
arrangement. All profits will go to the RNLI. 
  
RNLI WESTON-SUPER-MARE to RNLI PADSTOW CYCLE CHALLENGE 26th to 29th 
JUNE 
  
Congratulations to Philip Bindon and his team of five comprising Matt Groves, 
Liz Porter, Richard Goddard-Jones, Alan Jackson and Alex Walker for cycling from 
Weston-super-Mare RNLI Lifeboat Station to Padstow RNLI Lifeboat Station over 
the weekend 26th to 29th June and for raising £10,095 for the RNLI on “Just 
Giving”. His target was £10,000 which he had exceeded by 1st August with funds 
donated by 173 Supporters, a truly excellent effort! On their route they called 
at RNLI Lifeboat Stations at Burnham-on-Sea, Minehead, Ilfracombe, Appledore, 
Clovelly, Bude, Port Issac, Rock and Padstow. 
  
MULTI-STATION CALL-OUT 
  
Summer continued to place demands in July for our four Somerset lifeboat 
stations with a total of 21 shouts (Burnham-on-Sea – 7, Minehead – 1, 
Portishead – 6 & W-s-M – 7). HM Coastguard paged Burnham-on-Sea Atlantic 85 
lifeboat 'Doris Day and Brian' at 1026 pm 25th July, together with Weston-super-
Mare and Barry Dock lifeboats and a HM Coastguard rescue helicopter, after a 
report of someone in the water at Brean. All rescue resources undertook 
extensive search patterns of the area without result, and eventually the search 
was stood down as a “False Alarm with Good Intent”. 
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The Search for a New Bishop 
 
Following the retirement of Bishop Peter in May, the diocese is now looking to 
the future and taking the necessary steps to appoint the next Bishop of Bath and 
Wells.  
 
As part of the process, people across the diocese are being asked to share their 
views.  Hundreds of people have completed surveys over the summer expressing 
their hopes for the new bishop.  In September the Archbishops’ Appointments 
Secretary and the Prime Minister’s Appointments Secretary will meet with 
various groups of people in the diocese, and then hold an open public meeting, 
where all can contribute.  
 
The process is taken forward by the Vacancy in See Committee, a cross-section 
of people from across the diocese. This committee has two aims.  Firstly, to 
consult, discern and prepare a diocesan Statement of Needs, a document which 
reflects the hopes and challenges for the ministry of the next bishop, and to 
portray what is distinctive about the Diocese of Bath and Wells.  Secondly, to 
elect six representatives to join the Crown Nominations Commission (CNC) 
which is responsible for the actual interviews process. 
 
Chaired by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the CNC, is responsible for 
interviewing the potential candidates before a recommendation is sent to Her 
Majesty the Queen. The appointment of a new bishop is then made by the 
Queen following an established process. 
 
Simon Hill, Archdeacon of Taunton and Chair of the Vacancy in See Committee 
says, “Everyone, young and old, church going and non-church going, has been 
invited to share their thoughts through surveys and consultation.” 
 
If you have any queries or views you wish to contribute, please email 
newbishop@bathwells.anglican.org.  
 
Find out more about the progress at www.bathandwells.org.uk/new-bishop. 
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Bishop Ruth - The Next Chapter 
 

Back to school!’ perhaps has never sounded so good.  For 
those of us who found last year disrupted in terms of 
school, college or University, some of our young people 
and their parents might be really looking forward to the 
doors re-opening!  And perhaps their teachers too! 
 
Of course, things will not be the same as they were. A new 
school year always means change.  New classes, new goals, 

new possibilities. An opportunity to start with a clean sheet, open the next 
chapter of the book of our lives.  
 
Here in Bath and Wells we are also looking to the next chapter in our story of 
faith together.  This month we will be bringing together all we have learnt from 
listening to others about where we are as a diocese and what sort of bishop we 
now need to lead us into the future.  If you haven’t already done so, please have 
your say by attending the open consultation Zoom meeting on September 20th.  
We have already heard the thoughts of almost 1000 of our children across 
schools in the county, as well as hundreds of adults! 
 
It will be some time before we know who our next Diocesan Bishop will be but 
now is the time to start praying for him or her so that they might hear from God 
as we also seek God’s wisdom and guidance.  And let’s pray too for ourselves 
and all those within our diocese, that each of us will find God’s will for the next 
stage of our journey.  
 
None of us can know what that might hold for certain.  The last year or two have 
shown us how difficult it is to predict anything!  Some of us have lost loved ones 
and livelihoods.  It will take time to recover and to renew our hope. 
 
There will be challenges along the way and we have much to face together. 
However, our hope is in the Lord and we hold to the promises of His word… 
‘’For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
Proverbs 29:11 
 
Bishop Ruth 
 
 
 



Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Police     Non- Emergency     Call 101 
 
Fire     Non-Emergency                  01179 262061 
 
Police, Fire, Ambulance        Call 999 
 
Utilities - Emergency    Gas - National Grid Gas     0800 111 999 
     Electricity - Western Power Distribution  Call 105 
     Water - Bristol Water    03457 023797 
     Water - Wessex Water (24 hour)  02456 004600 
 
Health    NHS Health Enquiries    Call 111 
     Winscombe Surgery     01934 842211 
     Banwell Surgery     01934 820113 
     Mendip Vale, Langford       01934 852906 
 
Hospitals    Weston General Hospital     01934 636363  
     Bristol Royal Infirmary      01179 230000 
     Bristol Southmead      01179 505050 
     Bristol Children’s Hospital     01179 665881 
 
Pharmacy    Boots, Winscombe       01934 843168 
 
Dentists    Honeycomb Dental Clinic      01934 842573 
     Winscombe Dental Practice      01934 842230 
 
Veterinary    Alexandra and Hillyfields Vets      01934 843381 
     Langford Vets Small Animal Practice     01934 852422 
 
North Somerset Council  Information        01934 888888 
     Out of Hours Emergency      01934 622669 
     Environmental Problems      01934 888802 
     Council Tax and Benefits      01934 888144 
     Social Services        01275 888801 
 
Parish Councils      Winscombe and Sandford      01934 844257 
     Churchill and Langford       01934 316333 
 
Assistance    Winscombe Contact Scheme       07888 812398 
     Sandford Helpline         01934 822030 
     Churchill Churches Volunteer Driver Scheme     01934 852239 
     Samaritans (North Somerset)                   0330 094 5717 
     Citizens Advice Bureau        0808 278 7973 
     Churchill and Langford Minibus       01934 852589  
 
Schools    Winscombe Primary School       01934 843407 
     Sandford Primary School       01934 852602 
     Churchill Academy and Sixth Form      01934 852771 
     Sidcot School         01934 843102 

 

We hope you have enjoyed reading Signpost 
Don’t forget to send us your email address to receive next month’s Signpost 

and future editions. 
Email us at parishmag2@gmail.com 


