
 
30th July 2021 Newsletter 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Last Sunday saw us offering three very special community events where people from across Churchill, 
Sandford and Winscombe could come together and remember those they have lost, but also give thanks to 
all who have done so much in our communities during the pandemic. Those who attended the events at St 

John's, All Saints and the Church Centre all seemed to 
welcome the opportunity to 'process' what the last 18 
months have meant to us. "A calming service with words 
that sent tingles down my spine" and "wonderful service, 
very thought provoking" are just some of the comments 
that we received afterwards. It was good that the Church 
was able to offer this type of event to the community. 
Thank you to everyone who helped organise and take part 
in the events. 
A Contribution from Winscombe Primary School, where each 
class highlighted things they were thankful for. 

 
This Sunday 1st August is the 9th Sunday after Trinity and we have an 8:00 am BCP Holy Communion at St 
John’s with Revd Warren Williams and a 10:00 am Family Morning Worship with Pauline Hurst at the 
Church Centre in Winscombe. At the Church Centre there will be an opportunity for children to join in with 
a craft activity linked to the theme of the service. 
 
On Tuesday 3rd August there will be a Midweek Communion at 10.00 am at All Saints Church and on 
Thursday 5th August a Thursday Church at 10:00 am at the Church Centre.  
 
Attached to this newsletter is the Services poster for August which you might like to print off for reference. 

 
The readings for this Sunday are:- Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15; Psalm 78: 23-29; Ephesians 4: 1-16 and John 6: 24-
35. 

A Reminder of the Guidelines within our Churches for the month of August 

• We ask all people coming to our Services to continue to wear facemasks for the time being; 
• We will maintain a record of everyone coming to our Services for 'Track and Trace' purposes; 
• We will continue to celebrate communion in one kind as opposed to sharing the common cup; 
• We will continue to offer a video recording of Services on 1st & 3rd Sundays in each month; 
• We will continue to keep well ventilated the spaces where Services are held; 
• We will continue to provide hand-sanitisers for everyone's use as they enter and leave our 

buildings;  
• We will not circulate the offertory plate. 
• The ‘peace’ will remain contactless. 



However, we are able to relax some measures: 

• Singing of hymns will be permitted whilst wearing masks;  
• The Choir will no longer be limited to six people when singing, and can sing without masks as 

they are helping to officiate; and 
• We can relax the requirement for social distancing and bubbles, but expect people to continue 

to act responsibly in this respect. 

These measures will be reviewed by the PCC at the meeting on 6th September. In particular, we will 
want to review how we celebrate communion in the future. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

In your continuing prayers, let us join as a church community in bringing 
before God those dear to us, who are suffering in body or mind at the 
moment especially:  
 
Pauline and Ken M, Celia H, Tim Walton, Geoff Norton, Sara B, James, Jim 
McGeoch, Myra Burroughs, Pat Gray, Pippa Cobden-Ramsay, Katie 
Brookman, Russ A, Rachael, Nigel J,  Miriam Taylor and Rosie T and those 

known only to ourselves and to God, and for all the people who love them.  
 
We give thanks for answers to prayer especially for those who are recovering from recent operations or 
time in hospital.  
 
Let us also pray for  
 

• All athletes participating in the Olympic Games in Tokyo 
• All those in Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium and China affected by the terrible floods. 
• Wisdom and guidance for all our world leaders on how we can work together to tackle climate 

change. 
• Wisdom for our government in all the decisions taken during this pandemic. 
• Our NHS - particularly for those staff exhausted by the demands of the last twelve months 
• A fair distribution of coronavirus vaccine across the world 
• Those who are sick or ill as a result of the coronavirus and those who have been bereaved 

 
     If you would like a new name added to the prayer list, please feel free to contact Revd.  Andrew - contact 

details on the website. 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
 
From the Parish Registers 
 
Our love and sympathy go to the family and friends of 
 
Amanda Hutton whose funeral was held at St James's Church on 12th July 2021 followed by committal at 
Sedgemoor Crematorium. 

 

************************************************************************************************************* 

 
 
 



News this Week 
 
Update on the Winscombe Ringers Painting 

The Ringers are delighted to have made a successful bid to acquire the painting. 
There was strong last minute bidding from another potential purchaser at an on-
line auction but thanks to Jonathan Matthews, who acted on our behalf, we 
have secured the picture.  The total cost was £960 (less than the auctioneer’s 
estimate) plus commission and carriage. We are now engaged in arranging 
transport for it to be returned to the village. Thanks must be recorded to the 
past and present ringers who have made personal pledges towards the cost, and 
also to members of St. James’s who have committed money. The Friends of St 
James’s has offered a generous contribution. 
 
No decision can be taken at present regarding where the painting should be 
located, but the Friends have indicated that it ought to be placed where the 
most people would have an opportunity to see it. 
 
The painting is of historical importance to the village. It was featured in an art exhibition, one of the many 
events organised by the ringers to raise funds for a major restoration of the bells in 1985, and it hung for a 
number of years in the Chapel of the Bishop’s Palace at Wells (incidentally, in the very place where ringers 
would have stood had there been bells to ring in the chapel!) 
 
St James's Church will be open during the day from 9th August 
One of the lovely aspects about St James's Church was that it was open during the day for private prayer 
and for walkers passing through the churchyard to call in and admire our glorious Grade 1 Listed Building. 
The brilliant news is that, thanks to a team of volunteers lead by Richard Noy, the Church will be open 
again during the day.  This all starts from Monday 9th August opening times 09.00 till 18.00.- but alas for 
the time being we will not be offering free refreshments. 
 
Coffee Morning - Tuesday 3rd August at the Church Centre (formerly St James's Church Hall) 
Everyone is very welcome as we restart these popular coffee mornings. Doors open at 10.30 and this is a 
lovely opportunity to meet old and new friends, catch-up on the village news and enjoy the delicious 
coffee and biscuits. We are very grateful to all those who have volunteered to help at the Church Centre 
and ensure that we can hold these Coffee Mornings every Tuesday from now on. 
 
Welcome Packs 
Our Vision reminds us that we are a 'Welcoming Church' that 'Reaches out' to the wider community. You 
all now have an opportunity to put this into practice. Jo Claridge has put Welcome Packs together and they 
will shortly be with Andrew and the Churchwardens for further distribution to a team of volunteers - and 
you can join that team!. We would like these packs to go to all those who have already moved into new 
homes on the Redrow and Strongvox developments - and other new homes. The volunteers will then 
deliver the packs during September to the new residents. If enough people volunteer, it should just involve 
you in half a day of your time. 
 
In addition, there will be families moving into other homes, and we hope we can welcome these as well. 
Thus, if you see a property sale going through and the removal van arrive, with the new owner's worldly 
goods packed inside, please collect a 'Welcome Pack' from your Churchwarden and take it round to your 
new neighbours - ideally wearing your smart lapel badge!! A lovely way to introduce yourself and welcome 
a new resident. 
 
Our aim is that, going forward, each new resident in Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill will receive a 
'Welcome Pack' shortly after their arrival in our communities. 



 
However, we need your help to deliver our Vision. If you would like to be involved and help to make a 
difference, please get in touch with your Churchwardens as soon as possible. 
 
Weston Hospicecare 

 

Throughout the Covid 19 pandemic Weston Hospicecare has continued to provide wonderful care and 

support.  In March 2020 the Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care Team decided to send out a daily ‘thought for 

the day’ to those patients who they knew enjoyed the ‘Quiet Time’ reflections in the Day Hospice.  Through 

all the stages of the pandemic lockdown, the email circulation grew to include new patients referred for 

spiritual care, family members, friends, staff and many churches.  Everyone in the team has produced a 

message for sharing every week 

A collection of reflections and pictures has been produced to encourage others more widely, and to find 

that the contents have a real message of support and caring outside of this awful time we have 

experienced.  Lindsay Lawrence from C V Gowers Funeral Directors has collated and published the booklet 

for them.   

Copies are available at the Hospice Reception, Jackson-Barstow House, 28 Thornbury Road, Uphill, Weston-

super-Mare, BS23 4YQ.  They are suggesting a donation of £2.50 for Hospice funds.  An electronic version 

can also be sent for the same donation, payable to Weston Hospicecare, through their website. 

Copies can also be obtained locally by contacting Ann Ogram on 01934 820972, or by email to 

ann@ogram.com , or from C V Gower’s Funeral Office at 19 Woodborough Road, Winscombe. 

Thank you for supporting the Hospice in this way. 

 
Relaunch of the Parish Magazine 

We are planning to relaunch the Parish Magazine with a September edition. 

The ‘new’ magazine will be  called ‘Signpost’ and cover the three villages of 

Winscombe, Sandford and Churchill. It will be in a slightly different format to the old 

magazine but you will find familiar features and information. 

 

If you would like to contribute to the magazine, articles in ‘word’ format and no 

longer than 400 words, can be sent to our new Parish Magazine email address 

mailto:ann@ogram.com


parishmag2@gmail.com. You are welcome to include high resolution photographs. You need to have the 

permission of anyone who appear in them,  for them to be published in the magazine. 

 

The deadline for the September magazine is Sunday 8th August. 

 

We want to be as eco-friendly as possible so we are inviting you to receive your copy by email each month.  

We will automatically send a copy by email to everyone who currently receives the newsletter by email. If 

you know anyone else who would like to be added to the email distribution list please ask them to send 

their email address to parishmag2@gmail.com 

 

An Idea for FLEXI PLASTIC RECYCLING 
Reading about recycling plastic carrier bags, I investigated the firm ‘The Flexible Plastic Fund’. 
They accept plastic bags, wrapping, packets, film and pouches etc. and these can be dropped off at any of 
the Sainsbury's stores around here, including the one in Cheddar – where you can hand them in at 
Customer Services. 
but fancy this..... 
My daughter in law came over from the States wearing a very smart pair of black ballerina shoes entirely 
made from plastic bottles. She says the insole can be taken out and the whole lot washed and they were 
very comfortable to wear- they were also very expensive! 
Irene Thresher 
 

 
Reminder 
There will be no newsletters during the month of August, but up-to-date information will be available on 
our Church website (see below.)   A final newsletter will go out on 3rd September and hopefully from then 
on we should have the Parish Magazine back up and running.   
 
We encourage you all to join our Whatsapp group if you have a smartphone. It’s called ‘Church Matters’ 
and you can be added if you contact Jo Claridge on 07986 665618.  This is a great way to share information 
and then of course, there is our website https://winsandchurches.org.uk/, in addition to the Parish 
Magazine. 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
 
We end this Newsletter with a prayer   
 

Gracious Father, 

revive your Church in our day, 

and make her holy, strong and faithful, 

for your glory’s sake 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

God bless you all 

Andrew, Derrick, Diana and Tricia    
 
Sent on their behalf by William Du Croz and Emma Stocks. 
 

mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
mailto:parishmag2@gmail.com
https://winsandchurches.org.uk/


If you know of other people who might like to receive this Newsletter, or if you do not wish to receive 
future copies, please let William know.  
 
 

Contact Details 
Priest in Charge  
Revd. Andrew Hiscox 07970 011502  rev.andrew.hiscox@hotmail.com     
Churchwarden (Saint James’s)   
Derrick Claridge 01934 843014  winscombechurchwarden@gmail.com  
Churchwarden (All Saints) 
Diana Williams 01934 852449 sandfordchurchwarden@gmail.com 

Churchwarden (St John’s) 
Tricia Avery 01934 852360   averyfarm@cpsmail.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer 
Jo Claridge 01934 843014  safeguarding@winsandchurches.org.uk 
Administrator (C & L) 
Emma Stocks 07972 585406   emmastocks@hotmail.com 
PCC Secretary   
William Du Croz 07960 697874  wducroz@hotmail.co.uk 
 
To join our WhatsApp Group ‘Church Matters’ just text your name and number to Jo Claridge on 07986 
665618. 
 
To receive updates via Facebook ‘like’ our page, ‘Parish of Winscombe and Sandford’ or 
send a request to become a friend of ‘St John’s Churchill’ 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
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