
Hallowed Be Thy Name

I have always had a bit of trouble with the fact that church language is often 
impenetrable to those not accustomed to it. What a turn-off to the new 
Christian! It was such a breathe of fresh air when The New English Bible was 
published.  Remember that? 1961 (New Testament only), a major translation 
supported by most of the churches in the UK,  going back to the ancient texts -
a pioneer in its time. We could now hear the words of the Scripture writers as 
they meant them to be understood without the barrier of 16th century English 
(beautiful though that might be). 
The NEB opened the floodgates to modernization of language in so many 
parts of our church services, and that included The Lord’s Prayer. While we at 
Lynch Chapel keep to the King James version, many have moved over to the 
modernised form. I have much sympathy with losing the Thee’s and Thy’s; 
trespassers and trespasses have been a stumbling block to understanding for a 
very long time; but I’ve always been a bit bemused by the retention of the 
word hallowed. Not quite an archaic word but one as unfamiliar to many as 
the rest which been updated. What is it that has kept this word in almost all 
versions on the prayer Jesus taught us to pray?

As a member of the team taking school assemblies, we spent a number of 
weeks helping to give the children some understanding of the Lord’s Prayer. 
My week included these four words. Hallowed be Thy Name. At that time we 
settled on holy – itself a difficult concept   - but hallowing goes far further than 
simply acknowledging that God’s name is holy. That is a given. God’s name is 
holy. To hallow His name is much more. It an active requirement of each one 
of us - God’s people -  that we must make God’s name Holy, in the way we live,
interact with people and with the planet. The  NEB doesn’t replace the word 
but does elucidate it   may your name be hallowed. Maybe that’s as far as we can 
go in updating language. And what an amazing vow we are making to God 
each time we pray it- to our father but also the Almighty God. 

 Jesus is instructing us here that in our lives we must make all we do an 
offering to God, honouring His name. A big ask indeed. 

This Celtic Prayer puts the whole case I think

May the light of your soul guide you. 
May the light of your soul bless the work that you do 
with the secret love and warmth of your heart. 
May you see in what you do the beauty of your own soul. 
May the sacredness of your work bring healing, light 
and renewal to those who work with you 
and to those who see and receive your work. 
May your work never weary you. 
May it release within you wellsprings of 
refreshment, inspiration and excitement. 
May you be present in what you do. 



May you never become lost in bland absences. 
May the day never burden. 
May dawn find you awake and alert, 
approaching your new day with dreams, possibilities and promises. 
May evening find you gracious and fulfilled. 
May you go into the night blessed, sheltered and protected. 
May your soul calm, console and renew you. 

Achieve all this and you will be hallowing His name

Elizabeth Holmes (Lynch Chapel)


